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A fhort Account of the People known by the Name of Shakers, or 


Shaking Quakers. 


HILST the hiftoriar 
is in general fupplied 
with the records of thofe whofe 
hiftories he would colleét, and 
js favoured with many other 
written authorities, his way 
lies plain before him, and his 
work is partly prepared to his 
hand. But he who attempts 
the hiftory of a people, or fec& 
of people entirely new, labours 
under the difadvantage of hav- 
ing no written author to con- 
fult, or authority to fupport 
him. Like the firft traveller 
through an unexplored region, 
his way lies through an almoft 
impervious wildernefs, without 
a fingle way-mark to guide 
iieps; more efpecially, wh 
he delineates the character of 
a fect, whofe religion it is to 
defpife letters, and as much as 
in them lies, fupprefs every 
written account of their pro- 
feffion or practice, 
Knowing the weaknefs and 
wickednefs of this world; the 
Vot. 1. No.2. 


credulity, the malice, envy and 
caprice of mankind, we ma 
not attempt to delineate the 
characier of any people or 
profeffion, merely from the 
tongue of common fame. 

The faéts which have fallen 
under the piijticulat notice of 
the writer, thofe things which 
the Shakers publicly profefs, 
and own to be faéts, and thofe 
occurrences, thetruth of which 
refts on credible evidence, fhall 
now be arranged with as much 
concifenefs and perfpicuity as 
pofhble, leaving many doubtful 
occurrences to be hefeafter de- 
veloped by time, or buried in 
oblivion. 

This fingular religious fect 
of people called Shakers, or 
Shaking Quakers, erived their 
name partly from a difta 
likenefs in them to the people 
called Quakers, or Friends, and 
partly from) an uncommon efs 
fect their extraordinary {pirit 
has on their bodies, caufing 
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them at times to fthake, or 
fhudder, in a moft furpriting 
manner. 

This peculiar fect, if they 
belong to any known religious 
denomination, are a fpecies of 
Roman Catholics. Like the 
Papal church, they have their 
popes, their extraordinary 
faints, their auricular confef- 
fions, abfolutions, exorcifms, 
and their purgatory: like them 
the decrees of their church are 
binding on the confciences of 
men: their elder has power to 
forgive fin; and, hke the Papal 
church, they forbid to marry, 

retend to miraculous gifts, 
and hold to the invocation of 
departed faints. 

Their likenefstothe Romith 
church the Shakers are fenfible 
of, and fay, the Papal is the 
only church on earth eftablith- 
ed on the true gofpel plan; but 
having loft the {pirit, are be- 
come a lifelefs body; which 
fpirit hath revived in the Sha- 
kers, and hence now they are 
the only true church upon 
earth: and that falvation can 
be obtained in no other way. 

The firft founder of this 
wild feét was one Jane Lees: 
fhe hived in the town of Man- 
chefter, in England---was of 
low parentage, and procured 
her living at the expence of her 
chaitiry. She fufiamed the 
character of a woman of ill 
fame in England, which cha- 
vaéter the fupported in America 
until her death, 

She affumed the name of the 
Elect Lady, but was more ge- 







nerally known by the name of 
the Mother. She divulged her 
extraordinary pretenfions firft 
to a few of her intimates, about 
the year 1770. Shie collected 
difciples in the town of Man- 
chefter, to the number of thirty 
perfons, and fet up her religious 
exercifes much in the fame 
form in which fhe afterwards 

eftablithed them in America. 
But her religious perform. 
ances were fo very clamorous, 
her rites fo gymnattic and fub- 
verfive of the peace of fami- 
lies, and her {pirit {6 intolerably 
cenforious and impudent, the 
fect was deemed a public nui- 
fance by the people, and was 
fupprefled by the civil autho- 
rity. This the Shakers branded 
with the odious name of perfe- 
cution; accordingly fhook of 
the duft of their feet againft 
them, and fought an afylum in 
a land of more perfect liberty. 
In the year 1 or 4, this 
Elect ade wan Sen ak her 
principle difciples, viz. Wil- 
liam Lees, her brother, James 
Whittaker, John Ocknel, Jas. 
Porterton, and one Shepherd, 
took fhipping and came to 
New-York, from whence they 
foon removed to an obfcure vil- 
lage in the ftate of New-York, 
ut twelve miles north-weft 
m Albany, known by the 
name of Nefqueuna. The re- 
mainder of this feét, who were 
left in Manchefter, foon left 
their {pirit, after this elopement 
of their Mother; accordingly 
difbanded, and the feét difap- 
peared.* Inthis place of ob{cu- 
rity 


* This information was received from the mouth of Col. Smith, 
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rity thefe fix emigrants lived, 
unnoticed by the public, until 
the fummer of 1779, when their 
fpirit again revived; multitudes 
reforted to them, and they be- 
came an object of curious fpe- 
culation to the world. 

It hath appeared to many 
perfons a riddle altogether in- 
fcrutable, how it was poffible 
for an indigent ftranger to ef- 
fe&t what this woman effected, 
when labouring under all the 
difadvantages with which the 
was burdened. As a woman, 
fhe was in the eyes of the 
world difqualified for the office 
of a bifhop. Her perfon was 
fo far from charming, that the 
was deemed ugly; the was 
wholly deititute of letters; the 
could neither write nor read; 
her character was lewd; her 
converfation vulgar, and her 
language very prophane. She 
lived a moft intemperate life, 
and her behaviour was moft 
outrageous and proveking in 
her fcenes of intoxication. 

Yet, with all this group of 
evils, this woman became the 
mighty power of God to this 
deluded people. 

In fearching the latent caufes 
which have been produétive of 
this uncommon event, we are 
not to confine ourfelves to 
power and addrefs of this E 
Lady; more is due to the mo- 
ral ftate of the people who be- 
came her difciples. 

Previous to this extraordi- 
nary event, providence had 





thrown together in New-Le- 
banon andthe adjacent towns, 
a larze number of enthufiaf- 
tic fpirits, among whom, in 
1779, there was an uncom, 
mon religious commotion. 
This awakened all their reli- 
gious wildfire toa very high 
degree ; and as is common with 
all fanatics, they were full in 
the belief, that God was about 
to perform fome unheard-of 
wonder for his church upon 
earth. . 

They confidered themfelves 
now, according to their own 
phrafeology, in Babylon ; but 
the time of their deliverance 
was at hand. Many of them 
were in frequent and fore tra- 
vail for the deliverance of the 
church, and for individuals: 
others were fainting, cryin 
out, failing down, and we 
lewing onthe ground; whilft 
fome were falling into trances, 
outof which they wouldemerge 
full of the fpirit of prophefy. 
They predicted, either that 
God was about to deliver his 
people, or that the day of judg- 
ment was at hand, or that af- 
ter fo many days the door of 
mercy would be forever fhut 
againft the unbelieving world. 
Many of them dreamed extra- 
ordinary dreams, which were 
interpreted by others in as ex- 
traordinary a manner. Indeed, 
nothing was heard amongft 
them but things which belong- 
ed tothe marvelous or the mi- 


raculous. 
Whilft 


an Englifh gentleman, who lives in the town of Manchefter, and 
was intimately acquainted with this fe& until their departure for 


America. 
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Whilft this was the religi- 
ous {tate of this people, and all 
men were lookingout for thofe 
approaching wonders, an inci- 
dent happened which brought 
them to the zenith of their 
withes, and inftantly com- 
pleted the whole drama. 

One Talmage Bithop, of 
New- Lebanon, a great fanatic, 
being at Neiqueuna, in this 
crifis of religious phrenzy, and 
becoming acquainted with this 
Ele& Lady, juft as her fpirit 
began to revive, and difciples 
had begun to refort unto her, 
inftantly cauglit the {pirit, and 
like a fheaf tully dry, imme- 
diately kindled into a flame. 

Replete with joy, he haftily 
bore the happy tidings to New- 
Lebanon. ‘The efte&ts were 
furprifing, and the road from 
thence to Nefqueuna, was in- 

ant ly crouded with thefe de- 
ls ‘ed people in queft‘of more 
fata! delutions. 

This icheme of Shakerifm 
was admirably adapted in its 
nature, to miflead a peop!e thus 
prepared for deception: hence, 
but few of them efcaped the 
fatal fnare. It was compofed 
of thofe extraordinaries they 
were in full expectation of, 
and replete with the fpirit and 
power they ardently longed 
for. 

The pretentions of this bold 
impoftor were, that fhe was 
Chritt in his fecond appearing 
that fhe was asreally the favs. 


our of the world as. Jefus of 


Nazareth was; that the divine 
nature as really dwelt in her as 
it did in him; and as the fe- 


cond coming of Chrift was to 
be far more glorious than his 
firft appearing ; fo the was fe- 
ven times more glorious than 
Jefus. 

She claimed power to mi- 
nifter the {pirit to whom/Ahe 
pleafed---declared that fhe had 
power to judge the world, and 
that fhe was now daily judg- 
ing the dead of all nations, 
who were coming in vat 
crouds to her for that all-im- 
portant purpofe. She pretend- 
ed to know the hearts of men ; 
accordingly, when thefe de- 
luded people nrft came to her, 
fhe would call them by name, 
tel! them fhe knew of their 
coming the day before, where 
they lodged on the road, and 
who they met by the way.--- 
Thefe extraordinaries wrought 
wonders in thofe inflamed ima- 
ginations, and confirmed them 
in the delufion. 

- Thofe who vifitedthis Ele& 
Lady were treated with the 
greateft hofpitality; they were 
admitted into the company of 
their new converts, who were 
rejoicing and finging moft me- 
lodiouvily.. Some words they 
could underftand, and fome 
were in an anknowh language 
to them. 


a. he mother would walk a- 


nd them, {mile upon them, 
lay her hand upon their heart, 
then take their hand and prets 
it upon her own bofom. She 
would (troke their arms, lay her 
hand on their heads, and many 
other things the would do of 
the like kind; all the while 
fhe would be finging and 
chaating 
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chanting forth a ftrange be- 
witching kind of incantation, 
until the perfon was wrought 
into a perfect maze. Many 
perfons who have been the 
fubjects of thefe betwitching 
charms, have related furprifing 
effets of them on their minds, 

They affirm, that all their 
former views of things were 
ftrong!y obliterated; they could 
recollect nothing of their for- 
mer notions of religion; every 
thing appeared dark and con- 
fufed, aid the new fyftem now 
before them wholly fwaliowed 
up all their attention, and their 


whole fouls were irretillibly 
borne away by its bewitching 
energ 


In this paroxifm of infatua- 
tion, they were warned againft 
the awful danger of retifting 
the Holy Ghoft; and were 
now called to a confeflion of 
their fins as the only way in 
which they could expec for- 
givenefs. Thisconfeflien muft 
be in public, and every fin of 
heart and life, though ever fo 
fecret, muft be difcloied. This, 
no doubt, was performed with 
fcrupulous punctuality, as it 
was inthe immediate prefence 
of their judge; and they were 
taught to believe their future 
falvation was fufpended, o 
faithful difcharge of this ‘Ale 
important duty. 

Herewasan exhibition really 
humiliating to every feeling 
and fober mind, to behold 


multitudes of deluded mortals 
at once difgorging every abo- 
mination they had ever prac- 
tifed, or even thought of in 


their lives. This being ef- 
feted, the mother now warns 
them of the danger of pride, 
the great fin of following the 
foolith and vain fathions ofthe 
world; and after having fleeced 
them of their jewels, ear-rings, 
necklaces, buckles, and every 
other thing which might feed 
their pride, or rather enrich 
herfelf, and having cut off 
their hair hard by their ears, 
would then admit them into 
ler fraternity. — 

Being thus metamorphofed, 
they might as well be Shakers 
as not; for they were fit for 
no other fociety, and indeed 
they were afhamed to appear 
in any other. 

After this general defcription 
of the rife of this feét, a more 
particular delineation of their 
faith, the power of their fpirir, 
and manner of their behaviour, 
demand our attention. 

It may be obferved, this 
zealous fe&t of people profefs 
no article of faith atall. This 
is too low aterm forthem; all 
is abfolute knowledge and open 
vifion. Howbeit, we fhall treat 
of it under this name. 

The great and fundamental 
article of the faith of this peo- 
ple is, that the Mother is Chrift 
in his fecond appearing, and 
that ihe is the judge of quick 
and dead. - 

2. That Shakerifm is the 
firft refurre€tion, and is the 
commencement of the final 
judgment; that they them- 
felves are the children of the 
refarrection, ihall become per 
fect in the prefent flate as the 
angels 
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angels of God ; and that death 
fhall have no more dominion 
over them. 

That they, being the chi- 
pa f the returreétion, muft 
neither marry nor be given in 
marriace. 

4. Uhatthis firftrefurreQtion 
is an entire new difpenfation, 
and that the written word of 
God isof no ufe tothe people of 
God in this new and fpiritual 
ftate;; but they are to be guide: | 
wholly by the immediate in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghoft. 

That many things for- 
bidden to men in their carnal 
{tare. are allowable and inno- 
cent to the fpiritually minded; 
for that to the pure all things 
are pure. 

6. That the interdi@ed tree 
in the garden of Eden was Eve 
the mother of mankind; and 
the firft tranfgreffion of Adam 
was his receiving and treating 
her as his wife. 

That all conjugal and 
filial connections, ties and re 
ligations, are of the fleth, a 
works of the devil, and are to 
be diffolved. 

8. That all common fenfe, 
natural reaton and confcience, 
belong to carnal reafon, are not 
to be ‘attended to as our guide, 
but we are to be directed 
wholly by the dictates of the 
{pirit. 

9. They believe there is a 
probationary ftate, or ftate of 
purgatory, outof which finners 
may be releafed, by the inter- 
ceflion and power of the Mo- 
ther. 

10. They believe men muft 


be regenerated in order to fal. 
vation, by the Spirit, which is 
in the Mother; and that be- 
coming Shakers is regenera- 
tion. 
They believe, that be. 
ing born again is arriving to a 
Ad of perfection, and is a pro. 
refiive work, effected by: their 
oO) “t n painful endeavours, i in la. 
bour or dancing, and other pe- 
nance and adéts of mortifica- 
tion. 

In addition to thefe articles 
of belief, they profefs a thou- 
fand inconfiftent and felf-con- 
tradictory things, which they 
are alternately adopting, and 
again difcarding, as occafion 
may ferve; for there is no fec& 
of people more unftable and 
fluctuating in their faith and 
practice than the Shaking Qua- 
kersare. Although tha pro- 
fefs to be under the immediate 
influence and guidance of the 
unerring Spirit of God, and 
confidently affirm, of every 
{cheme they adopt, that it is the 
eternal and unalterable truth of 
heaven, yet they will very foon 
be ican in a quite different 
and contradictory belief and 
praiice. 

Reafon would dictate, that 
fuch inconfiftencies could not 
fail to confound them before 
others, if not create doubts in 
their own minds, that they 
might be mifled by a falfe and 
delufive fpirit. Yet thefe in- 
confiftencies give them no un- 
eafinefs at all. They have one 


fovercign falvo for all thefe re- 
veries, which is, we are now in 
the infancy of this new and 

glorious 
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glorious difpenfation ; we are 
led by the Spirit of God as 
little children, which deals to 
us as we are able to bear; we 
expect to alter much more 
hereafter than ever we have 
done heretofore ; thofe things 
we once adopted were fit and 
proper for us then, but we have 
advanced beyond them now, 
and by and by thefe things God 
direéts us to now will be laid 
afide. Armed with fuch afword 
of the Spirit as this, they can- 
not fail ot victory. 
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Indeed, of thofe abfurdiiies, 
at which common fenfe mut 
revolt, they will fay, it is only 
carnal reafon fays they are ab- 
furd, but the Spirit teftifies to 
their confiftency ; therefore, 
they know that it is truth, as 
certainly as they know there is 
a God in heaven. 

And here the difpute muft 
end ; for the mighty bulwark 
of Shakerifm is tae powerful 
influence, or mighty impret- 
fious of their {pirit. 

: (To be continued.) 
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Fer the THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 
An Eftimate of the Progrefs of the Chriftian Religion. 


VERY perfon of infor- 
mation, intelligence and 
candour will acknowledge, that 
the chriftian religion was in its 
firft rife and propagation, at- 
tended with very extraordinary 
circumftances. In _ perufing 
the hiftorical accounts of the 
life, miracles, do€trines, and 
death of Jefus Chrift, we meet 
with many occurrences which 
diftinguith his charaGter from 
thatofevery other perfon. And 
if we pafs over his refurre€tion 
from the dead, and afcenfion 
into heaven, as doubtful and 
difputed points, the propagation 
of the gofpel, under the moft 
forbidding circumftances, is an 
event fo improbable in its na- 
ture, though undeniable in fact, 
that it can never be accounted 
for by any principles which 
are fuggefted by the reafon of 
things, or the hiftory of man- 
kind. The propagation and 





prevalence of the chriftian re. 
ligion were~therefore the ef- 
fects of a divine energy, which 
being exerted in favour of the 
go{pel, afforded irrefragable 
evidence of its truth. But, 
though the divine authority 
of the chriftian religion was 
thus confirmed, yet room was 
left for the capricious heart of 
man to exercife itfelf, in ex- 
plaining the doétrines which 
were delivered by Chrift and 
his apoftles. And as the fim- 
ple truth of the gofpel, was-di- 
rectly oppoted tothe dictates of 
the carnal mind, there is ne’ 
reaton to wonder that a variety 
cf ichemes fhould be invented 
and fathered upon the chriftian 
fyitem, which, in their genu- 
ine tendency, militated againft 
the purity of its doétrines, and 
expoted that divine religion to 
the reproach of infidels. 

In the midft of that confu- 
fion, 
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fion, abfurdity and darkaeis, 


which the folly and pride of 


men have difleminated in the 
world, and which have tarnith- 
ed the beauty of chriflianity, 
it may be rational and ufe ful to 
trace the pure doctrine of the 
gofpel and its influence upon 
the hearts and lives of thote 
who believed. In this way 
we fh4ll probably difcover fome 
of the fources of thoie errors 
which have been palimed upon 
the world for the doctrines of 
Chrift, and charged as a re- 
proach upon his fincere fol- 
lowers. 

In the apottolic ages; the 
doctrines of the goipel were 
preferved pure and entire by 
the yaremitted diligence and 
exertions of thofe heralds of 
falvation, by whom it was firft 
proclaimed. And as the fpread 
of thofe doctrines was rapid 
and furprifing, undoubtedly 


great numbers of fouls were - 


brought to acknowledge and 
practife the truth. The evi- 
dence of the divine miffion and 
authority of the apoitles was 
fo clear, and the influence of 
divine grace was fo powerful, 
in the hearts of men, that no 
felfith or worldly confideration 
was fufficient to difcourage 
them from embracing the chrif- 
tian faith. Death and torture, 
in all their hideous an id fright- 
ful forms, were apphied in vain 
to deter the friends and minif- 
ters of Chriit from openly pro- 
fefiing and preaching his re- 
ligion. ‘Vhofe who thus vo- 
Juntarily denied themfelves, 
took up their crofs and follow- 


ed Chrift, owned him for their 
Lord, and itri@ly adhered to 
the fiinple do¢trines which he 
had taugat them by his fpuirie, 
without daring or wtfhing to 
add any corrupt mixture of 
theirown invention. But even 
in that period fome embraced 
the gofpel from ditferent mo- 
tives. The myftery of iniqui- 
ty began to work in the apof- 
tles day s, and before the end 
of the firft century, acquired 
fuch a degree of ftrength and 
prefumption, as, by a rath and 
vain attempt to ingtaft® the 
Gnoftic philofophy upon the 
chrittian fyftem, produced the 
molt abfurd and monftrous he- 
refies. 

In this period; the world 
Was divided between chriftians 
and infidels. For though there 
were among the former ortho- 
dox and heterodox, yet there 
was no fuch diftin@tion as that 
which obtains at the prefent 
day, between profeffors and 
non-profeflors, among thofe 
who called themfelves by the 
chriftian name. 

In the fecond century, the 
courfe and progrets of chrifti- 
anity were in a great meafure 
the fame; but as the errors 
which had already appeared 
increafed and prevailed to a 
greater degree, and produced a 
greater number of heretics who 
deviated frourthe catholic faith, 
fo the dogtors of the chriftian 
religion, who remained in the 
bofom of the church, did not 
entirely efcape the contaminat- 
ing influence of an abfurd phi- 
lofophy, 1 nor adhere with un- 
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abated ftri€inefs to the fimpli- 
city of doétrine which had been 
delivered to them from thet 
predeceffors. The minifters 
of the firft age were generally 
illiterate men, who being fin- 
cerely attached to the plain, 
praétical truths of the chriftian 
teligion, Were not inclined to 
exercife their abilities in in- 
venting additions to the fvftem 
of faith, explaining thofe things 
which were obftrufe, or cloath- 
ing the precepts of their holy 
religion with an oftentatious 
garb of emo wf and fcholaf- 
tic learning. But the next cen- 
tury produced more inftances 
of philofophical vanity, and ad- 
mitted a crude mixture of ima- 
ginary notions to corrupt the 
pure doétrines of revelation. 
Herefies were therefore mul- 
tiplied ; and thofe who were 
not ftigmatized with that op- 
probrious charaéter were gene- 
rally more or lefs tinétured 
with the tenets of an abfurd 
and over-weening philofophy, 
ot the freaks of a wild and ex- 
travagant fancy. ' Yet the evi- 
dence of anfeigned piety fhown 
fo brightly from under the mift 
of ignorance and error, that 
charity obliges us to conclude, 
that the greater part of the 
profeffors were cordially at- 
tached to the pure doéttines 
and precepts of the gofpel. 
The trials and fufferings of 
the difciples of Chrift in thofe 
days, contributed to cement 
them together in love, to call 
forth their graces into frequent 
and ‘vigorous exercife, and 
excite their attention to thofe 
Vo t. |. No. 2. 
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principles of their holy religion 
which laid the only folid ‘oun- 
dation of comfor: and fupport 
to the faints in their diftrefsful 
circumfiances. Thus, eccord- 
ing to the conftituted method 
of divine grace, the trial of 
their faith wrought patience, 
and patience experience, and 
experience hope. The (uffer- 
ing faints were, theretore, in-~ 
duced to adhere fttiétly to that 
do€rine which was the fource 
of ftrength, confolation and 
patience in a dav of tribulation. 

But, as a limpid ftream be- 
comes more polluted with ad- 
ventitious filth and cofruption, 
in proportion to its diftance 
from the pure fountain of its 
rife, fo the chriftian world 
continued to deviate from the 
fimplicity of the apoftolic age. 
And the third century was iif. 
graced with the acceffon of a 
multitude of groundlefs notions 
and rites of human invention, 
which corrupted the minds of 
chriftians, led them away from 
the pure fources of truth, into 
the regions of imagination, and 
{cattered the feeds of that abo- 
minable fuperftition, which, 
being watered by the rain of 
imperial munificence, and che- 
tifhed by the funthine of hal- 
cyon days, produced at length 
an enormous and monftrous 
crop of errors, herefies, monks,» 
reliques, and ridiculous and 
abfurd rites and ceremonies, 
which changed the glory of 
the chriftian religion into the 
fimilitude of pagan idolatry. 
Yet ¢ven in this age the effen- 
tial do€trines of the gofpel were 
M generally 
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imperial favour to that profef- 


fon, Itcould not be pen 


generally retained, and real 
godlinefs was difplayed to great 
advantage in the fidelity and 
indefatigable zeal of the chrif- 
tian doétors, and the holy and 
exemplary lives of great num- 
bers of thefe who bore the 
chriitian name. 

But, in. the next century, 
when Conftantine, a chriftian 
catechumen, was raifed to the 
imperial throne, and appeared 
ambitious toeftablith the chrif- 
tian religion upon the ruins*of 
paganifm, the {word of perfe- 
cution was fheathed, and in- 
ftead of tribulation and diftrefs, 
a fudden and grateful tranqui- 
Jity afforded refrefhment to the 
weary faints. The followers 
of Telus, whe had long groaned 
under the moft cruel perfecu- 
tion, began, under the protec- 
tion and munificence of the 
Emperor, to tafte the fweets of 
rere and temporal profperity. 

ut the fplendor of earthly 
grandeur, magnificence and 
power, fo dazzled their eyes, 
that they in a great mealure 
loft fight of the inheritance of 
the faints, and being intoxicated 
with worldly views and_paf- 
fions, were prepared to admit 
every innovation which tended 
to aggrandife the minifters or 
profeiiors of the chriftian reli- 
gion, or promote their fecular 
importance, power and influ- 
ence. 

In this ftate of things, many 
were induced, by carnal mo- 
tives, to embrace the chriftian 
faith, and partake of thofe 
worldly privileges and emolu- 
ments which were annexed by 


that chriftians of this efcrip- 
tion would be diftinguithed by 
their ftrict adherence to the 


pure doctrines of the gofpel of ° 


Chrift. The fociety, there- 
fore, which owned the chrif- 
tian name, became, in procefs 
of time, a mixed multitude of 
believers and unbelievers, and 
exhibited an appearance totally 
different from what it had done 
in primitive ages. Yet, in 
this mixed multitude, there 
was, without doubt, a great 
and goodly number of pious and 
devout chriftians, who em- 
braced in their hearts, and 
practifed in their lives, the doc- 
trines anid precepts of the di- 
vine Redeemer. 

But the prefent corruption 
of the chriftian religion con- 


cealed the truly pious, in great 


meafure, from public obferva- 
tion, and tended, in its progrefs, 
to overwhelm and bury them 
under the pageantry of external 
magnificence, and the flood of 
fuperftition, which was rapidly 
collecting, and deftined toover- 
flow the chriftian world. 

I forbear to trace particularly 
the progrefs of fuperftition and 
religion through the following 
centuries. It may fuffice to 
obferve, that the myftery of 
iniquity wrought with increaf- 
ed vigor and fuccefs. The 
chriftian religion was difgraced 
with the blackeft enormities. 
Herefies of the moft extrava- 
gant defcription fprung up, and 
the profeffed minifters of the 
meek and lowly Jefus ftruggied 
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for rank, precedence, external 
grandeur and magnificence, 
with the moft violent and 
fhameful ambition, Centen- 
tions, animofities and divifions, 
conduéted with the moft fayage 
fiercenefs, and implacableen- 
mity and bib St prevailed 
among the chriftian bithops ; 
who, at the fame time, dif- 

raced their charaéters, and 
fank the dignity of the facred 
office by the moft hienous and 
deteftablecrimes. In the mean 
time, the fword of compulfive 
power, inftead of reafon, truth, 
benevolence and kind perfua- 
fion, was made the grand in- 
ftrument of propagating the 
gofpel among the heathen, and 
gaining profelytes to the reli- 
gion of Jefus. And the fimple 
doétrines of the chriftian fyf- 


tem, and the real piety and 


fincerity which remained a- 
mong its profeffors, were buried 
and {mothered under the enor- 
mous load of ridiculous rites 
and ceremonies, and foolifh 
and abfurd opinions, which 
flowed in upon the chrittian 
world, like a foul and impetu- 
gus torrent, on every fide. 
Such was the lamentable 
ftate of chriftianity, with fome 
circumftantial variation, till 
the time of the reformation. 
Yet, in that long and gloomy 
period of darknefs and fuper- 
ftition, there is reafon to be- 
lieve, that there were many 
individuals who adhered to the 
doétrines of the gofpel, and 
privately feit and praétifed the 
truth. But thefe were gene- 
rally difperfed abroad in differ- 


ent partsof the chriftian world, 
and covered with that cloud of 
fuperftition which fpread dark- 
nefs over the face of the earth. 
For, notwithftanding all the 
attempts which have been made 
to thew that the A/bigenfes and 
Waldenfes continued undefiled 
in the midft of prevailing cor- 
ruption, and preferved their 
do@rine, worthip and praétice 
in great meafure pure, in their 
remote and obfcure receffes, 
it remains problematical whe- 
ther there were any churches 
or colleGions of chriftians, 
which, during the greateft part 
of that period, kept themfelves 
unfpotted from the contagious 
influence of error and {uper- 
ftition. 

The glorious era of the re- 
formation put anew face upon 
things. The principles and 
views of the firft reformers 
were not equally pure and fiu- 
cere; but, having embarked 
in the caufe of truth, light met 
them in their courfe, and b 
degrees difpeiled the darknefs, 
and enlarged the views of the 
adventurers to. fuch a degree, 
that fuperftition began to ap- 
pear in its true colours, and 
formed a ftriking contraft with 
the beautiful fimplicity of truth, 
which gradually unfolded itfelf 
to their illuminated minds. 

In the great conteft between 
light and darknefs, truth and 
error, tradition and revelation, 
genuine piety and fuperftition, 
much confufion and irregula- 
rity might reafonably be ex- 
pected. By the violent conflict 
and collifion of thefe oppofite 
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eradicated by the principles of 


principles, the fire of enthufi- 
afm was kindled, raged to an 
alarming degree, and threaten- 
ed to deftroy the beautiful fa- 
bric which the friends of truth 
had begun to erect on the ruins 
of error. But, in f{pite of all 
oppolition, and in the midft of 
confution and diforder, truth 
prevailed, religion flourithed, 
a glorious reformation was ef- 
fected, and without doubr, 
much people were added to the 
Lord. 

This great reformation, un- 
der the direction of divine pro- 
vidence, depended much up n 
the patronage of civil rulers, 
who, from principles of po- 
licy, rather than of religion, 
were induced to throw off the 
Roman yoke, From thefe, in 
feveral countries, the pious re- 
formersreceived protection and 
fupport, while they laboured 
to difpel the mifts of error, de- 
ftroy the influence of fuperfti- 
tion, and eftablifh the princi- 
ples of truth. A tribute of gra- 
titude was due to fuch bene- 
factors; and it feemed natural, 
and even neceffary, that thofe 
wlio had been proteéted and 
fupported, fhould, in return, 
gratefully concede to their pa- 
trons, a confiderable fhare of 
power and influence in the ef- 
tablifhment and management 
of religious affairsin their own 
territories. The idea of civil 
protection and influence in 
matters of religion had been fo 
deeply rivetted in the minds of 
chriftians, in the ages of fuper- 
ftition, that it is no wonder 
that it was not immediately 


the reformation; efpecially 
fince the reformers themfelves 
had fo fenfibly felt the advan- 
tage of fecular power, in ef- 
fecting the grand obje& of their 
enterprize. As a natural con- 
fequence of this {tate of things, 
and the principles and feelings 
which refuiced from it, religi- 
ous eftabliihments, fanétioned 
by law, planned according to 
the civil policy of different na- 
tions, checked the fpirit of re- 
formation, and erected a for- 
midable barrier againft herefy 
and fuperftition, And bigotry 
and perfecution, which are in- 
feparable connected with fuch 
eftablifhments, fullied the glory 
of the reformation, and {trove 
without fuccefs to reduce the 
enlightened world to unifor- 
mity of doctrine and praétice. 
By the infidious policy of 
Rome, and the thunder of the 
vatican, the world had been 
duped in the preceding ages, 
and led to embrace the moft 
abfurd opinions, and obferve 
the moft ridiculous rites; but 
inquilitive minds, emancipated 
from the flavery of ignorance 
and fuperftition, could not be 
confined by coercive meafures. 
In this day of inquiry and 
conflict of opinions, biuis feri- 
oufly adhering to the facred 
oracles, and f{parning the pre- 
carious authority of ‘human 
tradition, enlarged and refined 
their ideas concerning the doc- 
trines and precepts of the chrif- 
tian religion. But the religi- 
ous eftablifhments having li- 
mitted the progrefs of religious 
knowledge 
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knowledge by particular ca- 
nons and creeds, could not con- 
fiftently permit individuals to 
tran{grefs the prefcribed bounds 
with impunity. The adven- 
turous inquirers, who deviat- 
ed from the ftandards of ortho- 
doxy,were therefore treated and 
perfecutedasheretics. And be- 
ing perfuaded that farther refor- 
mation was neceffary, and not 
permitted to profefs and prac- 
tife according to the dictates of 
their own confcience with 
fafety and peace, many were 
induced to feek in other coun- 
tries an afylum from the oppref- 
fions and perfecutions of their 
own, that they might enjoy 
their religion without difturb- 
ance and controul. Among 
thefe refugees, the adventurers 
who firft brought the gofpel to 
New-England, were a very 
re{pectable clafs; for, whether 
we confider the purity of their 
principles, the fincerity of their 
piety and zeal, the regularity 
of their manners, or the exten- 
five influence and important 


-confequences of their emigra- 


tion, they will appear worthy 
of a particular mention in the 
annals of religion. The pro- 
feffed object of thefe emigrants 
was to conform in doétrine 
and practice, to the directions 
of the New-Teftament, and 
the example of the primitive 
and apoftolic churches. But 
though they exhibited the moft 
unequivocal evidence of fince- 
rity and zeal for reformation, 
yet they retained fo much of 
the fpirit of religious eftablith- 
ment and pexecution,. that 


they would not freely admit 
thofe who differed from them 
in principle and practice, toa 
full enjoyment of all the pri- 
vileges of their community. 
The lawsand regulations fram- 
ed at their firft fettlement, de- 
tived a complexion from theit 
peculiar principles and circum- 
{tances, and formed correfpon- 
dent habits inthe minds of their 
pofterity. By the difcipline 
of education, and the ftriét ob- 
fervance of the rules of exter- 
nal order, thefe habits were 
confirmed. And the recollec- 
tion of that perfecution which 
had impofed t@2 hard neceffit 
of their emigration, being “4 
ten inculcated by parents, pre- 
pared the minds of fucceeding 
generations, to acqniefce in 
their new eftablifhment, and 
folace themfelves in the enjoy- 
ment of thofe religious privi- 
leges which they inherited from 
their fathers. 

From a concurrence of cir~ 
cuinftances, thefe defcendants 
of the puritans were diftin- 
guifhed from others, in their 
notions and feelings concern- 
ing religious liberty, and the 
propriety of a ftrict adherence 
to the rules of external order. 
Hence peculiar laws, cuftoms 
and manners prevailed in New- 
England, and while they were 
generally Confined to their own 
limits, and had little connec- 
tion with the reft of the world, 
had a great, though infenfible 
influence on their, genius and 
temper. 

Many ferious, godly people 


were undoubtedly among the 
firft 
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firft fettlers in New-England, 
and their immediate defcend- 
ants. But as all religious efia- 
blifhments naturally tend to 
degenerate into formality; fo 
there is reafon to believe that 
the exprefons of devotion 
which were prefcribed by cer- 
tain rules were, in later times, 
the effects of habit rather than 
of piety, and were promoted by 
tradition, education and ex- 
ample, rather than digtated by 
thofe holy affe&tions, which 
diftinguith the fincere follow- 
ers of Jefus. 

Toa ftate of degeneracy, ig- 
norance and Jitelets formality, 
which prevailed over the land 
about (ixty years ago, a remark- 
able revival of religion fucceed- 
ed.. This was effeéted, under 
God, by the pious and zealous 
labours of evangelical preach- 


ers, who were railed up to 
alarm the ftupid inhabitants 


of America. Thefe itinerant 


preachers inculcated 1egenera- 


tiou, and the inward exercifes 
of experimental religion, as 
abfolutely neceflary to falva- 
tion, and awakened the fears 
of muktitudes, who were pre- 
vioufly wrapped in the delu- 
fion of carnal peace. This re- 
ligious commotion fet the doc- 
uinesof the gofpel in a new 
light, even to thofe who had 
received from tradition an or- 
thodox creed. And though in 
this period, a mixture of enthu- 
fiafm hindered, in many places, 
the progrefs of ferious and ra- 
tional piety, and brought a 
reproach upon experimental 
godlinefs, yet great numbers 


were undoubtedly converted 
to God. 

When, after fome time, the 
fervor of religious zeal began 
to abate, divitons and conten- 
tions, the offspring of pride 
and enthufiafm, diftracted the 
churches, and difappointed the 
hopes of the friends of Chrift ; 
yet the refult on the whole was 
favourable to truth and godli- 
nefs. By thefe difagreeable ap- 
pearances, many judicious di- 
vines were led more accurately 
to inveftigate the nature of 
true religion, and diftinguifh 
it from its counterfeits, And 
the knowledge which the mi- 
nifters of the gofpel derived 
from experience, enabled them 
more clearly to illuftrate the 
important doétrines of the bi- 
ble; in confequence of which 
the principles of religion were 
more generally and better un- 
deritood. 

During a period of one hun- 
dred and fifty years, after the 
firft fettlement of New-Eng- 
land, an open and profeffed 
infidel was f{carcely known in 
that country ; but after this, in- 
fidelity increafed with rapid 
fuccefs. The doétrinal know- 
ledge which prevailed in the 
land, had enabled many to dif- 
cern the abfurdity and incon- 
fiftency of feveral tenets and 
practices among the teachers 
and profeffors of religion. The 
doctrine of total depravity had 
been admitted into all the Cal- 
viniftic creeds, and was ac- 
knowledged in words by the 
approved preachers of the gof- 
pel in general, But the confe- 
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guences of that doctrine were 
not always clearly and accu- 
rately déduced. ‘That all the 
exercifes of the unregenerate 
heart muft be unfriendly to 
God and holinefs, and that the 
prayers and endeavours of con- 
vinced finners wére abfolutely 
and aggravatedly finful, odious 
to Gol. and unavailing, as 
means of obtaining the divine 
favour, were propofitions not 
generally preached or believed. 
And though in general expref- 
fions, gracious fincerity was 
reprefented to be a requifite 
qualification for baptifm and 
the Lord’s fupper ; yet the ut- 
ter inconfiftency of making a 
profefion of religion, or of en- 
tering into covefant without 
the renovation of the heart, 
was not foexplicitly urged and 
enforced in doétrine and prac- 
tice, by miniftersand churches, 
as to affect in general the feel- 
ings and confciences of man- 
kind, with a pra¢tical fenfe of 
it. When,therefore, thefe doc- 
trines were clearly illuftrated, 
urged, and applied, they met, 
as might be expected, with vi- 
olent oppofition. Truth is na- 
turally odious to mankind, be- 
caufe it reproves their deeds, 
declares them vile and unwor- 
thy, and militates dire€tly a- 
gainit the pride and vanity of 
their hearts, In this way, the 
carnal mind, being irritated by 
the doétrines of the gofpel, is 
tempted to renounce Seine re- 
velation, and feek relief from 
the torment of truth, in the 
flattering delufionsof infidelity. 

Many have been admitted to 


partake of the ordinances of 
the gofpel, efpecially baptifm, 
for their children, and claim 
a name and ftanding in the 
churches, though confcious to 
themfelves that they could not 
confiftently profefs real reli- 
gion. Thefe, being deprived 
of their imaginary privilegés, 
refented the injury done to 
their honour, and adopted a 
revengeful and defperate refo- 
Jution to renounce that reli- 
gion from which they derived 
no benefit. Their minds, un- 
hinged by this precipitate mea- 
fure, snd expotai to the agita- 
tions of every wind of doctrine, 
were eafily feduced by the al- 
lurements of infidelity, and the’ 
delufive profpect of ‘edad 
and peace in the boafted fuffici- 
ency of human reafon.. To 
pave the way to infidelity, a 
feries of providential events 
loofed the reftraints of tradi- 
tion, and opened the door of 
liberty. And mankind,releafed 
from confinement, and elated 
with the pride of freedom and 
independence, like a pampered 
horfe let loofe, trangreffed the 
bounds of reafon and decency, 
and wantonly ufed the’inefti- 
mable bleffing of liberty as a 
cloak of licentioufnefs. And 
the reftlefs fpirit of infidelity, 
which had been long reftrained 
by the prevalence of bigotry 
and tradition, feized the fa- 
vourable opportunity to fpread 
its baneful influence over the 
world. mer 
In the preceding obfervations 
we may trace fome of thecaufes 


which have contributed to the 
fpread 
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{pread of infidelity in our age 
and countr The continu- 
ance of thefe, and the aecefhion 
of other caules, will, probably, 
extend the pernicious influeace 
of this fatal delufion. The 
prefent appearance and ten- 
dency of things, and the inti- 
mations of the prophetic word, 
concur to confirm this iediad 
fion. The enemies of divine 
revelation may boaft of their 
fuccefs, and blefs themfelves in 
the profpeét of overwhelming 


and deftroying the hated reli. 
gion of Chrift; but God wilf 
take care of his people, though 
a little flock, in the darkeft 
times; the defoifed Galilean 
will overcome, and even the 
hort triumph of infidels will 
fulfil, and by fulfilling confirm 
the truth o the facred word, 
and thus contribute to eftabli thr 
that religion which they in 
vain attempt to banifh from 
the world. 


CLEMENS. 
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4n A& of the AssoctaTE PRESBYTERY of PENNSYLVANIA 
againfi LOTTERIES. 


HEREAS advertife- 

ments are frequently 
publithed of lotteries, for the 
purpofe of collecting monies, 
and people are frequently fo- 
licited to purchafe tickets in 
them ; the aflociate prefbytery 
having taken this matter into 
their ferious confideration, 
came to the following refolu- 
tion concerning lots. 

The lot is an ordinance of 
God, which, like his other 
ordinances, is to be ufed holily 
and reverently, and for no 
other ends than thofe of its in- 
ftitution. It is a folemn appeal 
to God, that he, by a particu- 
lar event, in which, we do not 
at all regard any fecond caufe, 
but merely the immediate a- 
gency of his providence, would 
determine a matter of partition 
between two or more parties, 
which is of moment, and which 
cannot be determined to the 


reafonable fagisfaction of the 
parties concerned in any other 
way ; according to Prov. xvi. 

The lot is caf? into the lap ; 
but the whole di/pofal thereof t is 
of the Lord. And chap. xviii. 
18. The lot caufeth contention to 
ceafe, and par teth between the 
mighty. 

The PresByTERYy, there- 
fore, condemn the following 
ufes of lots, as contrary to the 
holy {criptures,and our received 
principles :---The ufe oflots in 
trivial matters, or in matters, 
the determination of which is 
not neceffary to the glory of 
God, or fomé important public 
or private good. We fhould not 
have recourfe to the decifion 
of alot but about things which 
are at leaft of fufficient import- 
ance to be the matter of an 
oath. The ufe of lots in the 
way of recréation or gaming, 
in which cafe this ordinance is 

manifeftly 
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manifeftly profaned; the ufe 
of lots for determining what is 
truth and error in matters of 
faith, or what is fin and duty 
in matters of practice, amethod 
which cannot be taken without 
grofs fuperftition and contempt 
of the holy fcriptures, the only 
rule of faith and praétice; the 
ufe of lots for gratifying a fin- 
ful curiofity as to future events, 
which is a prefumptuous pry- 
ing into God’s fecret decrees, 
and alfo grofily fuperftitious ; 
the ufe of lots in getting gain, 
which is not only a proftitution 
of a divine ordinance, but a 
method of robbery, which 
ought to be feverely punifhed 
by the commonwealth. Of 
the fort lait mentioned, is a 
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public lottery, for the purpofe 
of collecting money; which 
is fo much the worfe, as it 
comes in the place of the fair 
and warrantable ways of col- 
lecting money for public ufes, 
by taxes or voluntary contribu- 
tions, and gives public example 
and encouragement to the per- 
nicious cuftom of gaming for 
money. 

Wherefore the Prespyte- 
RY agree in warning their peo- 
ple againft this, and the other 
abufe of lots now mentioned, 
ascontrary tothe HOLY scRIP- 
TURES; mof can they admit 


any known profaners or abufers. 


of this divine ordinance to their 
communion. 


The above was overtured to the Affociate Prefbytery at New-York, 
O@ober 16th, 1792, and paffed into anaét at Philadelphia, April 


234, 1793- 


. 





Extracted from the Minutes of faid Prefbytery, by 
Rev. WILLIAM MARSHALL. 
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A brief Differtation on Heb. vi. 4, 5,6. “ For it is impoffi 


ble for 


thofe who were once enlightened, and have tafted of the hea-~ 
venly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoft; and 
have tafted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come; if they fall away to renew them again unto 
repentance ; feeing they crucify to themfelves the Son of God 
afreth, and put 4zm to an open fhame.” Being an attempt to 


explain this paffage of Holy ferip 


cult, and hard to be under ftoo 


HIS paffage has been dif- 
ferently underftood and 
explained by profefling chrif- 
tians, and chriftian divines. 
Some have fuppofed that the 


graces and attainments of a 


Vol. Il. No. 2: 


ture, which has appeared Se diffi- 
to many. 


real chriftian are ftated and 


defcribed in the 4th and a 
verfes: and of thofe who nes 


thus underitood the text, fome 
have confidered and ufed it asa 
{trong argument; yea, a full 

proof 
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proof that a true chriftian may 
fall away from grace, and pe- 
rith: therefoe, that the doc- 
trine of thecertain perfeverance 
of all who become real chrif- 
tians is n ot 9 dotrine of the bi- 
bie, and is direétly contrary to 
this palfage. Others of them 
have been of a contrary opi- 
nion, and fuppofe that the apof- 
tle here makes a fuppofition of 
2 fact, which can never take 
place: “ If they thall fall 
away.” If this fhould, or 
could be the cafe, they could 
not be recovered by repentance. 
But he does wot fay that this 
ever will, cr can take place. 
He makes the fuppoftior, which 
indeed is an impoffible one, 
with a view to excite thofe to 
whom he wrote to watchful- 
nefsand conftant exertions, to 
{pring forward to farther chrif- 
tian attainments. 

But there are ftrong objec- 
tions to each of thefe expoh- 
tions. 

As to the firf, which fup- 
pofes that real éhriftians may 
fall away ia the manner here 
menuoned, and perifh in fin; 
this is fo contrary to many 
exprefs declarations of {crip- 
ture, that it is not to be admit- 
ted, as afferted in a paflage of 
dubious interpretation at leatt, 
and which is capable of acon- 
ftruétion, (and that the moft 
cafy and natural one too, as 
will, we hope, be made evident 
prefently) confiftent with, the 
doétrine of the certain perfe- 
verance of all who once be- 
come truechriftians. Befides, 
what the apoftle fays in this 


farne paragraph, does, at leaf, 
{uppofe, that true chriftians 
will never fall away and perith; 
but, that their atrainments are 
connected with falvation.--- 
Ver.g; ‘* But, beloved, we 
are perfuaded better things of 
you, and things that acco ompa- 
ny falvation, though we thus 
fpeak.”’ He confiders thefe 
chriftians as having attained 
that which infured their falva- 
tion, as it had a certain con- 
nection with it. He goes on 
ro tell what this was, and it 
appéars to be nothing but that 
which is effential to the cha- 
racter of every true chriftian, 
viz. love to God, to Chrift, 
and to the faints, which they 
difcovered by laborious obedi- 
ence in muiniitering to the 
faints; the leaftdegree of which 
true Jove is connected with fal- 
vation; for Chrift promiles 
falvation to every one, who, 
from love to him, is induced to 
give a cup of cold water to one 
of his difciples. Mar. ix. 41. 
The explanation of thofe 
who fuppefe the apoftle makes 
a fuppotition of that which is 
impofitble to take place, is alfo 
by no means fatisfaGory, as 
this would w holly defeat the 
end which the apoitle propofed 
in this paflage, viz. to warn 
chriftians againft fitting ftill, 
contemed with their paft and 
prefent attainments ; and to ex- 
cite them to prefs forward in 
chriftian obedience, to a full 
affurance of hope. Fot how 
could the propofing a cafe, 
which never can take place, 


have any tendency to this ? 
This 
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the unpardonable Jims or the 


This fuppofition, therefore, 
takes away all the force and 
propriety of the apofile’s argu- 
ment, and reduces it to real 
abfurdity. Betides, what the 
apoftle fays in the gth verfe is 
a dire&t contradiction to fuch a 
fuppofition. <‘* But, beloved, 
we are perfuaded Setter things 
of you, and things that ac- 
company falvation.”’ Here he 
fuppofes that there were better 
things than thofe he had men- 
tioned; and that they muff be 
beiter in order to be conneéted 
with falvation: and, confe- 
quently, that the things which 
«he had detcribed above did not 
“accompany falvation ; and were 
not the true graces and exer- 
ciles of every real chriftian: 
but, every fuch one had attain- 
ed to detter things, from which 
he fhall never tall away. 

This leads to what appears 
to be the only natural and con- 
fiftent meaning of this paflage, 
viz. that the apoftle here men- 
tions thofe things which might, 
and actually did take place, in 
perfons under the gofpel, and 
of which they might be the 
fubjects, which did not imply 
faving grace, but fell thort of 
real chriftianity ; ; which gifts 
and attainments, however, were 
fuch, and made fuch great im- 
preflions on the mind, and were 
attended with {uch a degree of 
light and conviction, that if it 
were all obliterated, and they 
fhoald fall away trom all this, 
and, by the influence and pre- 
valence of their lufts, renounce 
chriftianity, and turn enemies 


to it, they would be guilty of 
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‘¢ {in unto death: and, there- 
fore, it would be impoffible for 
them to be recovered to repent- 
ance, becaufe God had contti- 
tuted and declared fuch fin and 
apottacy to be unto death ; -and 
thar it fhould never be forgiven. 
This cafe he itates to warn all 
profeffing chriftians to take 
heed of every degree of declen- 
fion and apottacy, left they 
fheuld fall away into this inti- 
nitely dreadful cafe ; and to ex- 
cue them to. diligence i in their 
chriftian calling, and to prefs 
forward to the full affurance of 
hope, working out their falva- 
tion with fear and trembling 5 . 


~ and, in this way, maintaia a 


fenfible, conftant affurance of 
their being fecure from fuch an 
apoftacy. 

That this is the true import 
and meaning of this paflage 
will more clearly appear, I 
truft, when thofe things are 
particularly confidered and:ex- 
plained, which are here men- 
tioned by the apoftle, from 
which he fuppofes pertons 
may fall away. But before I 
enter upon this, 1 would make 
fome further  obfervations, 
which may ferve to make it 
very evident and certain, ahat 
thefe things which he mentions 
are things of which men may. 
be the fubjeéts in the highet ' 
poffible degree, and yet fall 
fhort of true grace, or the cha- 
site of a real chriftian. 

. If we carefully attendto ~ 
rt things here mentioned, it~. 
will be eafily obferved, that — 
whatever they may be, or 

whatever 
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whatever may be the import of 
thefe exprefhions, they do not 
exprefs or contain any thing of 
that kind, in which true grace, 
or the character of a real chrif- 
tian, confifts. There is no- 
thing faid of true faith in Je- 
fus Chrift, and nothing that 
implies love to God, to Chrift, 
andtotrue chriftians, in which 
real chriftianity fummarily 
confifts; and without which 
there is no true grace, and no- 
thing of the real chriftian. 
St. Paul fays, thar whatever 
great and fplendid gitts men 
may have, and whatever they 
may experience and do, if they 
have not charity or love, hey 
are nothing; that is, are not 
real chrifltians. 1 Cor. xiii. 
Therefore, if the apoftle had 
intended to defcribe the cha- 
racter of a real chriftian, he 
would have expreffed or faid, 
that which neceffarily implied 
that faith in Chrift, and love 
to God and the faints, which 
conftitutes the character of a 
true chriftian, which he has 
not done. 

This leads to another obfer- 
vation, which has, indeed, been 
brought into view already. 

2. When the apeftle has 
mentioned all the/e things from 
which men may fall away, he 
proceeds to {peak of better haw. 
from which they who attain to 
them never do fall away, but 
they are infallibly conneéted 
with falvation ; and goes on to 
tell what thofe things are. 
«« But, beloved, we are per- 
fuaded Letter things of you, and 
things that accompany jglvation, 


though we thus fpeak. For 


God is not unrighteous to for- 
get your work and labour of 
‘Love, which ye have thewed 
towards his name in that ye have 
miniftered to the faints, and do 
minifter.”? Here, as has been 
obferved, nothing is mentioned 
but that Love to God, Chrift, 
and the faints, which is effen- 
tial to every chriftian. And 
as in this Jove and the proper 
expreffion of it, thefe detter 
things do contift, it follows, 
that thofe things of which he 
had been {peaking, did not im- 
ply the leaft degree of this love: 
therefore, all thofe things 
which he had mentioned, from 
which men may fall away, 
they may have, and yet con- 
tinue in an unregenerate ftate, 
and remain unconverted, be- 
ing under the power of a /e/fifh 
Spirit, and wholly deftitute of 
that difinterefied benevolence 
and affection, in which chrif- 
tian love confifts. What can 
be more plain and evident than 
this ! 

But it may be further ob- 
ferved, 

3. Theapoftlein the follow- 
ing words, reprefents the ftate 
and character of thofe whom 
he here defcribes, who were 
once enlightened, &c. by ** the 
earth, which, when rained up- 
on, beareth thorns and briers. 
and is therefore rejected, and 
nigh unto curfing; whofe end 
is to be burned.”” Which re- 
prefents them as never having 
brought forth any good fruit : 
but as always difobedient, and 
evil, wholly gracelefs, — 
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all the impreffions, and with 
all the gifts of which they are 
the fubjects. 

The way is now prepared, 
particularly to confider the 
character here given of thofe 
who may fall away fo as never 
to be recovered; and which fs 
effentially different from that 
of a true chriftian. 

‘¢ Who were once enlight- 
ened.”” Unregenerate men are 
capable of receiving great light 
with refpecét to the truths and 
dotrines of chriftianity. How 
much more light has an awak- 
ened convinced finner, than 
he had in a ftate of inattention 
and ftupidity! His eyes are 
opened to a wonderful degree, 
and he is brought, ina fenfe, 
jnto a new world; he beholds 
new, great, and important ob- 
jeéts, and they appear reali- 
ties, in a meafure and degree to 
which he was whollya ftranger 
before, while he is yet in an 
unconverted ftate. 

** And have tafted of the hea- 
venly gift.” By the heavenly 
gift we are to underftand Jefus 
Chrift, and all the gifts and 
bleffings which are included 
in him; and which are reveal- 
ed and offered in the gofpel. 
By tafing of the heavenly gift, 
is meant having a pleafing re- 
lith for thefe things, and expe- 
rienciug great fatisfaction and 
joyiniiem. ‘The felfith, un- 
converted perfon may be great- 
ly pleafed with the gofpel, and 
have fatisfaction and joy in it, 
viewed as favourable to him, 
ahd believing it is defigned to 
sake him eternally happy; 


and that he has an unfailing in- 
tereft in this heavenly gift. 
This tafte of the heavenly gitt, 
and joy in thefe things, our Sa- 
viour deferibes in the ftony- 
ground hearers. ‘* He that 
received the feed in ftony pla- 
ces, the fame is he that hear- 
eth the word, and with joy re- 
ceiveth it: yet hath not root in 
himfelf, but endereth for a 
while, &c.’’ Matt. xiii. 20,21. 

‘* And were partakers of 
the Holy Ghoft.”” It was com- 
mon, if not univerfal, in the 
apoftolic churches, for profef- 
fing chriftians to be endowed 
with the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft. Therefore 
this may be meant by their 
being made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoft, viz. being fub- 
jects of his miraculous opera- 
tions, and enabled to work mi- 
racles. Thofe who were not 
real chriftians, were made par- 
takers of the Holy Gholt in 
this fenfe. Judas was num- 
bered with the reft of the apof- 
tiles as having power to caft 
out devils, and work miracles. 
And Jefus Chrift fays, «* many 
will fay unto me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phefied in thy name? and in 
thy name have ca/? out devils ? 
and in thy name done ma 
wonderful works ? and then wiil 
I profefs unto them, J never 
knew you ; depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity.”” Matt. vii. 
22, 23. 

But they whodo not partake 
of the Holy Spirit in this fenfe, 
fo as to be able to work mira- 
cles, are made partakers of the 
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Holy Spirit in what are called 
his common mnffuences, and yet 
remain manune generate (tate. 
They may have-great unpref- 
Kons from the fpiric of God, 
operating oa the natural prin- 
ciples ef human nature, re- 
{ti aining and greatly influenc- 
ing them to many things, and 
vet their hearts remain impe- 
nitent and unrenewed. ‘Thus 
Saul partook of the {prit of the 
Lord, who at length departed 
from him, and an evil fpirit 
from the Lord troubled him. 
a Sam. xvi. 1g. And many 
doubilefs have had great ‘im- 
preflions, and been much in- 
fluenced for a long time by the 
Holy Spirit, who have after- 

wards returned, like a dog to 
his vomit; and how many we 
know not, have turned ene- 
mies to this Holy Spiri:, of 
which they once partook, and 
have been guilty of blafphem- 
ing him, by which thear cafe 
has been rendered hopelefs. 

«© And have tafted the good 
word of God, and the powers 
of the worldto come.”” They 
who receive the word with 
pleafure and joy, which Chrift 
favs many under the gofpel 
will do, who have no root in 
themfclves, no new nature; 
and after wards fall away, may 
be faid to taffe the good word. 
They tafie or expernence what 
to them appears good ; for the 
natural man may be pleated 
with many truths ofthe gofpel, 
by havinga./c/ffh view of them, 
and milapplying them to him- 
felf. By this means, and in 
this way, many become zea- 
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lous and high profeffors of 


-chriftianity, and think them- 


felves great triends to the pe- 
culiar doctrines of it, who are 
not favingly renewed, and af- 
terwards tal! away, and turn 
open enemiesto thofe doctrines 
and that good word, of which 
they once tafted, 

And in the fame way, un- 
regenerate men are made to 
** cafte the powers of the world 
to come.”’ By divine influence 
on their minds, they are brought 
in fome meafure, to feel and res 
alize the weight and import- 
ance of the things of the un- 
feen, eternal world, and to 
have ftrong and deep impref- 
fions, and high exercifes with 
refpect to them. 

What mighty power have 
the things of the world to come 
had on the confcience of many 
an awakened finner, which 
have taken up all his attention, 
and filled his mind with the 
greateft. diftrefs and horror! 
And many who have thustafted 
the powers of the world to 
come, have afterwards loft all 
fenfe and belicf of thefe things; 
and have fpoken againft, and 
ridiculed fuch impreffions as 
mere delufion. Others have 
loft thefe impreflions of terror 
from things of the unfeen 
world, by entertaining a per- 
fuafion and belief, that the 
powers of the word to come 
were all in their favour; and 
that they thould fhare in allthe 
happinels and glory of that 
world forever ; which has had 


a very powerful imprefhion on 
their imaginations for a time: 
' but 
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but their hearts remaining un- 
renewed, and deftitute of all 
true love to God, there have 
been inftances of thofe not 
only looting fuch impreffions, 
but rejecting and reproaching 
them as mere delufion, and 
owing to a vain, heated ima- 
gination, or the influence of 
fatan. 

And may it not now be pre- 
fumed, from the particular 
confideration of the things here 
ftated, and the character given 
by the apoftle, confidered in 
conjunction with the foregoing 
obfervations, that the things 
here mentioned do not imply 
the attainments of a real chrif- 
tian, but fall wholly fhort of 
that character, and may and do 
take place in thofe who are 
wholly deftitute of true holi- 
nefs, or love to God and his 
people? And may they not be 
clearly and eafily diftinguithed 
from the exercifes and attain- 
ments of true chriftians, thofe 
better things, which do accom- 


pany falvation ? 


‘Tf they fhall fall away.” 
By this falling away is not 
meant falling into fome particu- 
lar act of fin by fudden tempta- 
tion and furprife, though it be 
very great. ‘True chriftians 
may fall thus, as Peter did, and 
was foon recovered unto re- 
pentance. Nor does it confitt 
in any thing merely defective ; 
in loofing their convictions and 
lively fenfe of the truths of the 
gofpel, or in the negleét of 
duty. But, to fall away, is to” 
renounce Chrift and the gofpel, 
er the great and effentia} truths 


of it, and hate and oppofe them 
fo much, as openly to fpeak 
againft them, expreffing a des 
liberate, fixed oppofition and 
enmity. That thus much is 
intended by falling away, is 
evident from the following 
words: ‘* Seeing they cruci- 
fy to themfelves the Son of 
God afreth, and put him to 
an open fhame.”” They join 
with thofe who crucitied the 
Son of God, and do all that 
is in their powe. to renew that 
horrid tranfaétion: and this 
is fuppofed to be done openly 
and publicly, as Chrift was 
publicly crucified, and by his 
avowed enemies; and as they 
put him to an open fhame. To 
fall away, therefore, muft mean, 
openly renouncing chriflianity 
as avowed enmies to it, and re- 
turning to Judaifm, or becom- 
ing heathen idolators, or infi- 
dels agd deifts. The Jewith 
chriftians, to whom this epiftle 
was written, were under great 
temptations to apoftatize, and 
renounce chriftianity, and, 
therefore,-in peculiar danger 
of it, as they were furrounded 
by their brethren, the unbe- 
lieving Jews,who were zealous 
and violent enemies to chfifti- 
anity, and ufed all their influ- 
ence, cunning and power to 
bring the believing Jews to re- 
nounce their chriftian profet- 
fion, not only by perfuafions, 
but by perfecuting them in 
every pofible way which they 
could devife, an:l had power to 
execute. And, doubrlefs, fome 
had, by thete and other temp- 
tations, been induced to fall 
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away, anddeliberately renounce 
the chriftian name and doc- 
trine, which they had em- 
braced. Therefore, the apoftle 
gives them this caution and 
warning in the text againft 
fuch apottacy, which, indeed, 
he holds up and repeats:thro’ 
the whole of this epi(tle. 

‘¢ It is impofible to renew 
them again unto repentance.” 
Such an apoftacy is final, and 
they cannot be recovered to 
repentance. ‘This is a lin unto 
death; they fall never to rife 
again. They have commiited 
the unpardonable fin. When 
the apoltle fays, ‘* it 1s impof- 
fible,”’ he does not mean 
that there is a actural impofh- 
bility in the cafe ; or that it is 
impofhible za the nature of things ; 
that God has not power and 
goodnefs enough to bring them 
to repentance and fave them. 
But the impoffibility lies in a 
divine conftitution, God hav- 
ing, for wile reafons, deter- 
mined and declared, that fuch 
an apoitacy thould be final and 
total ; that he never will reco- 
ver anyone fromit; and that 


itis, therefore, an unpardorta 
able fin. 

Every perfon under the gol. 
pel, who does not énow that he 
has attamed to thofe chriftian 
exercifes to which the pro- 
mifes of falvation are made, is, 
notwithitanding any thing he 
knows, conftantly in danger of 
falling into this fin: this he 
ought to keep always in mind, 
and to be alarmed at every de- 
gree of decienfion in his reli- 
gious exercifes, and be on his 
guard againft temptations to 
apoitacy ; taking conftant heed 
left there ihould be 4n him 
an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the. living 
God.”’ 

And this is a reafon why 
thofe of whom we hope Letter 
things, even things which do 
accompany falvation, thould 
be cautioned and warned not to 
reft in ptefent attainments ; and 
excited and exhorted to make 
that progrefs in the chriitian 
life by which they may obrain 
the full affurance of hope, and 
fo perfevere unto the end. 


Odober 16, 1789. 








For the THEOLOGICAL MaGAziIne. 
Od fervations on a brief Differtation on Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 


HE author of this Dif- 

fertation fuppofes, that 
what is faid in the 4th and gth 
verfes, is not defcriptive of the 
graces and attainments of real 
chriftians. Two reafons are 
mentioned in fupport. of this 
fuppofition. The frff is, that 


it would wholly defeat the end 





which the apoftle propofed in 
the paflage ; to nrake the fup- 
pofition, ** that chriitians might 
fall away.”’ Yet, he favs, to- 
wards the clofe of the Differ- 
tation, that ** the fewith chrif- 
tians, to whom this epiltle 
was written, were under great 
temptations to apoftatize and 
renounce 
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tenounce chriftianity, and 
therefore in peculiar danger of 
it, &c.’’ And, doth not the a- 
poftle again bring-into view 
theix danger of falling, when 
he fays, chap. x. 38. ‘* New 
the juft thall live by faith; but 
if any man draw back, my foul 
fhall have no pleafure in him ?”’ 
It is evident, indeed, that 
chriftians will not draw back: 
but, is it not equally evident, 
from what is {aid in the verfes 
immediately preceding, that 
the apoftle is cautioning them 
againft it; andexhorting them 
to perfevete with patience in 
doing the will of God? If it 
be faid, that becaufe chriftians 
will never fal/ away, there is 
therefore no need that they 
be cautioned againft it; it may 
as well be faid that, becaufe 
they will perfevere, there is 
no need of exhorting them 
toperfeverance. But, if both 
the caution and exhortation are 
ufeful and neceffary, i: is e- 
gually ufeful and neceffary to 
Aste the confequences which 
will flow from difregarding 
the caution and exhortation. 

Again; the apoftle evident- 
ly puts the cafe of a brother 
perifhing, 1 Cor. viii. 11. and 
Rom. xiv. 15,20. and grounds 
an argument and an exhorta- 
tion uponit. And, if we may 
with propriety be cautioned a- 
gainft fuch conduct as tends 
to fubvert the faith of a bro- 
ther, even though it be cer- 
tain his faith never will be fub- 
verted; we may, with equal 
propriety, be cautioned againft 
every thing which may be fub- 
Vol. I. No. 2. 
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verfive of our own faith. The 
author of the differtation atks, 
‘© How could the propofing a 
cafe which can never take 
place, have a tendency to ex- 
cite other chriftians to prefs for- 
ward in obedience,”’ &c. May 
it not as well be afked, fince 
the work of God, a brother, can 
never be deftroyed or perith ; 
how can the fuppofal of this 
impofhible cafe have any ten- 
dency to excite other chriftians 
to walk charitably ? 

Another seafon urged in 
fupport of the fuppofition, that 
what is here faid is not defcrip- 
tive of the graces and attain- 
ments of chriftians, is, that 
what Js faid in the gth verfe, is 
in dire&t contradiction to it. 
But; is it not quite as natural 
to fuppofe, that the apoftle is 
here exprefling better hopes of 
the Hebrews than that they 
would fall away, ope to them- 
felves the Son of God afrehh, 
&c.? This perfuafion, or con- 
fidence, he founds on the af- 
furance, that God is not un- 
tighteous, to forget their la- 
bour of love which they had 
fhowed towards his name. 
Thisis, at leaft, quite asmatural 
as to fuppofe, that the apoftle 
was perfuaded better things 
of them than that they had 
been enlightened, tafted of the 
heavenly gift, made partakers of 
the Holy heft tafted the good 
werd of God, and the powers of 


the world te come. 

The author of the differta- 
tion .fuppofes, that the falling 
away, {poken of in verfe 6th, re- 
an only to the unpardonable 4 
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freth,”’ &c. But it does not apis 
pear that al/ of thefe whoare 
the fubje&ts of thefe influcaces 
which this author fuppofes the 
apoftle meant to defcribe, are, 


But when it is certain, that no 
chriftian ever did, or ever will 
cominit this fn, may it notjuftly 
be inquired, how the confider- 
ation of its being impoffhible to 
renew thofe who do commit it, 
to repentance, can pe urged 
upon thofe of whom it Is cer- 
tain that they never will be 
guilty of it, as an argument to 
prefs forward in chrittian obe- 
dience? Why would it not as 
truly defeat the apoftle’s defign, 
to confider the argument in 
this light, as that to which the 
author objects ? 


That what is faid in the . 


4th and gth verfes, is defigned 
to be a deicription of thofe di- 
vine influences of which un- 
regenerate perfons may be the 
fubjects, wants evidence. For, 

1. It doth not appear to be 
a fact, that perfons may not be 
the fubjects of great and ftrong 
conviction, high exercifes of 
mind with refpeét to their eter- 
nal ftate’, &c. yet fafl into ftu- 
pidity, and afterwards be re- 
covered to repentance. Pro~ 
bably there have been inftan- 
ces of this kind of falling away, 
and yet the fubjects finally re- 
covered; and may be again. 
The author of the differta. 
tion fays, that the falling away 
here fpoken of means ‘* re- 
nouncing Chrift and the gof- 
pel, or the great and effential 
truths of it, scree. | and oppof- 
ing them fo much as openly 
to fpeak againft them, &c.” 
That it implies this, he infers 
from the affertion of the a- 
poftle, that ‘* they crucify to 
themfelves the Son of God a- 


without any exception, ever 
failty of the fia againft the 

oly Ghoft, even though they 
fink back into a ftate of ftupi- 
dity. And yet it is manifea, 
that the apoftle reprefents af 
thefe whom he {peaks of as fal- 
ling away equally, and with- 
out any difference, as crucify- 
ing to themfelves the Son of 
God. 

lr is admitted, that the fal- 
ling away here {poken of, does 
mdeed imply the fin which is 
unto death. But then, it is 
equally certain, that every one 
who falls from what is juft be- 
fore defcribed, isin fa& guilty ot 
this fin. WNeverthelefs, it doth 
not appear, that every one who 
fa}ls into a {tate of ftupidity af- 
ter he has beenthe fubje& of thofe 
influences which the auther [ite 
pofes the apofile to be defcribing, 
is, in fact, guilty of the fin a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoft: or, 
that no fuch perfon fhall ever be 
brought to repentance. 

The author of the differta- 
tion fuppofes there is nothing 
contained in the paflage under 
confideration that is really de- 
fcriptive of true grace. In or- 
der to judge of this, the expref- 
fions here made ufe of mutt be 
compared with other fcripture 
expreffions. 

We here obferve in general, 
that /ight and darknefs, as the 
terms are abundantly ufed in 


the holy fcriptures, are expref- 
five 
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five.of true grace and its oppofite. 
Thus, 1 john ii g, 10, II. 
Eph. v. 8. and in many other 
places. Further, Chrift is faid 
to be the true light which digit- 
eth every man which cometh 
into the world, John i. 9. 7. ¢. 
every one that is lighted hath 
his lightfrom Chrift. So chrif- 
tians are fpoken of as having 
the eyes of their underitanding 
enlightened. Eph. i. 18. And 
they who believe not, are re- 
prefented as having their minds 
blinded by the God of this 
world, left the irht of the glo- 
rious gofpel of Chrift thould 
fhine unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 
4. Now, can it reafonably be 
fuppofed, that they who are 
fpoken of, in the paffage under 
confideration, as having been 
enlightened, are yet the fame as 
in other paflages are reprefented 
by the fame hii, as being in 
darknefs and being blinded by 
the god of this world? And 
what authority have we to un- 
derftand the term enlightened, 
in this place, in fuch a fenfe 
as leaves the fubjec& of this en- 
lightening wholly under the 
power of darknefs? , 
But, what puts it beyond 
doubt, that the enlightening here 
fpoken of, means gracious fav- 
ing illumination, is the exhor- 
tation addrefied, by this fame 
apoftle, to thefe Hebrew-chrif- 
tians, chap. x. verf. 32---35. 
Here he dire&s them to * call 
to remembrance the former 
days, in which, after they were 
illuminated,they endured a great 
fight of afflictions,” &c. *rhe 
word here rendered :/luminated 


is the fame in the original, that 
in chap. vi. 4. is rendered en- 
lightened. Andthatthis i/umina- 
tion was truly of a /piritual and 
faving nature, is evident from its 
fruits. Fruits as really expref- 
five of love to God, as that mi- 
niftering to the faints which is 
fpoken of chap. vi. 10. 

By the heavenly gift, the 
author of the differtation fup- 
pofes is meant Chrift, with 
the gifts and bleffings included 
inhim. This is the gift which 
is tafted. There are examples 
in fcripture, where taffing the 
Lord is manifeftly expreffive 
of that fenfc and knowledge of 
him which is peculiar to thofe 
who are born of God. Thus, 
If. xxxiv. 8. ** O tafte and fee 
that the Lord is good.”” And 
the apoftie exhorts chriftians, 
1 Peter it.2, 3. ** As new born 
babes defire the fincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow 
thereby ; if fo be that ye have 
tafted that the Lard is graci- 
ous.” Tafting is expreffive, 
not of fpeculative, but of ex- 
perimental knowledge of the 
objet tafted. Thus, Matt. 
xvi. 28. ** Verily I fay unto 
you, there be fome ftanding 
here which fhall not ta/fe 
death, until they fee the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.”” 
So Chrift is faid to have taffed 
death for every man. Heb. ii. 
9. Chrift fays likewife, Luke 
xiv. 24. that none of thofe 
men which were biddan, fhal! 


tafie of my fupper. Tafting 


that the Lord is good, and'that 
he is gracious, and defiring thie 
fincere milk of the word, ma- 

nifefily 
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nifeftly denote gracious exer- 


cifes---fuch as are peculiar to 
chriftians, Unlefs, therefore, 
we can find tafting, when 
Chrift and the word of God are 
the objects, applied in other 
parts of the facred writings in 
an entirely different manner, 
and predicated. of thefe who 
are wholly without fpiricual 
life; we thal] have reafon to 
fuppofe, that ta/fing the heaven- 
ly gift, the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to 
come, are expreflive of a /en/e, 


a relifh and difsernment, peculiar _ 


to the children of God. 

The phrafe, partakers of the 
Holy Ghoft, the author of the 
differtation fuppofes muft, in 
this place, be underftood to 
mean, either the miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, or thofe 
common influences of which un~ 
regenerate men, under the gof- 
pel, are the fubjeéts, If the 
JSormer be intended, it will not 
appear, from this paflage, that 
fuch as have not been poffeffed 
of the miraculous gifts of the 
Spirit, if they fall away, can 
not be renewed unto repentance, 
If the latter, may it not be pre- 
fumed, that, on account of thofe 
divine operations, which are 
common on the minds of rege- 
nerate and unregenerate, under 
the gofpel, men are never, in 
the holy feriptures, faid to be 


made partakers A the Holy Ghoft? 
In no other pailage in the bible 
are awakened, convinced, yet 
unconverted finners, {aid to be 

artakers of the Holy Ghoft. 

his is, at leaft, a {trong pre- 
fumptive argument, that this is 
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not the fenfe of the expreffion 
in the paflage under prefent 
confideration, There areother 
paflages of fcripture nearly fi- 
milar, which give us reafon to 
{yppofe, that being made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoft is 
a diftinguithing privilege of 
chriftians. Thus, being par- 
takers of divine nature, is {poken 
of, 2 Pet. i. 4, as peculiar to 
chriftians. And we know that 
inen are made partakers of di- 
vine nature by the influences 
and indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. So, pantakers of God's 


promife in Chrifi, Eph. iii. 6. 


imports the {pecial bleffings of 
the new covenant, the promifed 
Spirit with his -bleffings, com- 
pared with Gal. iit. 14. Par- 
takers of the benefit, 1 Tim, 
vi, 2, imports the fame thing, 
The apoltleis urging the He. 
brew-chriftians to prefs on to- 
wards perfe€tion. Why thould 
it be thought Gancelonsae that, 
in order to ftimulate them to 
conitant and unremitting exer- 
tion, he fhould bring into view 
the fatal confequences of falling 
away? When he brings the/e 
into view, he, at the fame time, 
exprefles his confidential per- 
fuafion, that God would not 
fuffer them to fall. 
As all that is here faid may 
eafily be applied to chriftians, 
ea, doth moft naturally, if 
not exclufively of others, apply 
to them; the only difficulty in 
fuppofing the argument to be 
particularly to /uch, and to re- 
late efpecially to them, is, that 
it implies chriftians tobe in fuch 
a fenfe in danger of apoftacy, 
ay 
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3s to ftand in need of warnings 
and cautions againft it. That 
the argument, taken in this 
fenfe, would imply that there 
ever was, or would be, an in- 
ftance of a chrifiian’s faling 
into apofiacy, or, that there is 
not the fulleft certainty that afl 
chriftians wili finally perfe- 
vere, is utterly denied. “Bur, 
will any one affert, that chrif- 
tians are not in fuch a fente in 
danger of falling away, as to 
render cautions and warnings 
againft it both ufeful and ne- 
ceflary? This would indeed 

sole the do&trine of the faints’ 
pcifeverance to the objections 
which its enemies, in all ages, 
have made againft it. 

Nothing 1s made more cer- 
tain, in the word of God, than 
that ail faints thall perfevere. 
And yet, nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that they will not 
perfevere without their own 
conftant care, watchfulnefs and 
exertion. 

Nothing was more certain, 
than that Paw, with the whole 
fhip’s crew with him, fhould 
be faved. _ And yet it was cer- 
tain, that all could not be faved, 
if the failors had taken the 
boat and left the fhip. Dan- 
ger, in the former cafe, is as 
real, and caution as neceflary, 
as they were in the Jatter. It 
is ina view of the danger of 
failing, and of the fatal confe- 
quences of it, that chriffians 
are preferved and perfevere :--- 
As it was 1n a view of the fatal 
confequences of the failors 
Jeaving the thip, that the life 
ef Paul, the centurion, and the 


foldiers, were preferved. The 
cafe which the apoftle brings 
into view,’on the fuppotition 
that the conftruction of Heb. 
vi. 4,5. 6, here attempted to Be 
vindicated, is juft, was no mofe 
an impoffible one than that 
which this fame apoftle puts, 
A&ts xxvii. 31. Nor is the 
bringing of it into view lefs 
fitted to have beneficial infla- 
ence, than the other actaally 
had. A fenfe of the certainty 
of perifhing in the'water, in 
cafe the failors left the thip, 
was the very motive which 
ftimulated to thofe exertions, 
which prevented their perifh- 
ing. And, though it was, be- 
fore, abfolutely certain’ that 
they fhould not perith, yet, it 
was equally certain,’ that their 
feeing what would be the un- 
avoidable confequerice of the 
failors leaving the fhip, and 
the exertions to which ‘they 
were ftimulated by it, were 
the only way in which God’s 
former immutable promife was 
to be made good. 

So, there is a divine promife, 
whereby it is made certain, 
that all who are chriftians thall 
finally be faved. Bur, this 
immutable promife (which, in 
all cafes, is to be confidered as 
connecting means and end,) 1s 
to be accomplithed and made 
good, through the intervention 
of a fight which chriftians have 
of the danger and fatal confe- 
quences of apoftacy, and that 
humble warchfulnefs and ex- 
ertionto which they are excited 
and ftimulated by it. 
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An Effay on Difinterefted Love ; in a Letter to Biftop Stilling fleet, 
Dp Henry More, D.D. Printed at Glafgow in 1736. of 


Str, 
"DID not think I fhould 


have had occafion to re- 
new my thanks to you, for 
your book you ordered Mr. 
Kettilby to fend; whom I then 
defired to return my thanks. 
But a friend of ours advertifing 
me froni you, that you defired 
ro hear from me, touching my 
diflike of a paffage in your 
book, which refolves a!l Jove 
into felf-love, that to God not 
excepted; I take this occafion 
to repeat mv thanks to you for 
it, as it deferves; for I have 
not met with many books fo 
acutely, handfomely, and per- 
tinently writ fer the main, as 
this. 

That which moft ftartled 
me, was concerning felf-love, 
page 42@, where he exprefily 
declare, that felf-love (or love 
of ourfelves) is the very prin- 
ciple of all love, whether to 
God, or any others: which | 
confefs, (as I told a friend who 
was curious to have my -judg- 
ment of your book) is moft di- 
ametrically oppofite to my 
fenfe and reafon; and I have 
fo good an opinion of yourfelf, 
that | think you did not con- 


Yult over-heedfally the fenti- 


‘ 
mentsof your own mind, when 
you wrote this page, if I have 
a right notion of love in this 


* cafe; | mean, when we apply 


it toGod. For] make ac- 
count we do not love God (if 
we love him as we ought} as 
we love our horfe or houfe, 


for the utility of them ; they 
both being fo profitable to us: 
bur we love God as an amiable 
and lovely ohjeét, by reafon of 
the pulchritude df his perfec- 
tions and tranfcendent benig- 
nity of his nature ; who him- 
felf is that free, effential, un- 
felf-interefied love, which we 
may be fure he is, allthe boun- 
ty he beftows on the creature 
contributing nothing to his 
happinefs ; and whom I con- 
ceive, we may report, not to 
love himfelf as himfelf, but as 
he is that abfolute, perfect, 
free henignity and goodnefs. 
This is the life of God, which 
we are moft concerned to have 
reprefented to us; by breath- 
ing after-which, we become at 
Jait partakers of the divine na- 
ture. But whatfoever is refolv. 
able inro felf-love, is of the a- 
nimal nature, and not of God. 
Thefe two principles are, I 
conceive, in the regenerate as 
diftinguifhable as light and 
darknets, fweet. and four, ftrait 
and crooked, to the natural 
fenfe ; and the root of the one, 
is in the fpirit of God ; and the 
root of the other, in the fpirit 
of this world that rules in the 
unregenerate. 

But to confider your affer- 
tion more exprefsly and clofe- 
ly; that felf-love is the very 
principle of all love, even of 
that to God himfelf: this 
makes our love to God lJefs no- 


ble than that love in the friend- 
fhip 
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fhip of virtuous men ; who love 
one another without any re- 
fpe&t to utility, but only upon 
the account of the lovelinefs of 
their virtues; which even the 
very heathen have profefied. 
And for our love to God, give 
me leave to put a cafe to your 
own fenfe, or confcience: fup- 
pofe God fhould damn all the 
world refolvedly, but as re- 
folvedly fave you; how woald 
you find yourfelf affected to- 
wards him? (where felf-love is 
gratified to the purpofe.) How 
lovely, amiable, and benign 
would God appear to you then? 
Would your love and devotion 
be the Ps to him, as if he 
had done like an infinite good 
God, and extended his good- 
nefs to all that made not them- 
felves unfit objets of it by 
their obftinate perverfenefs? 
Whatever more love then and 
devotion, would appear in this 
latter cafe than in the former, 
cannot be attributed to felf- 
love ; but to a better and nobler 
principle, Sothatall loveis not 
refolvable into felf-love: bat 
there is a love of God for his 
lovelinefs in himfelf, and ani- 
verfal beneficence to the whole 
creation; of which every par- 
ticular foul is fo fmall a part, 
that it is not only lefs pious, 
but feems even ridiculous, that 
the refpect to itfelf thould be 
the fole bottom of that love and 
devotion it is to exert towards 
God. It feems as unnatural and 
forced a conceit, to found all 
that love we owe to God and 
the whole creation upon felf- 
love, or to folve it thereinto, as 


to attempt to cram the whole 
bulk of the univerfe into the 
eye of a needle. 

Moreover: As the object of 
the intelle@& is that which. is 
fimply true, and is affented to 
as fuch, and not as true to this 
particular inteflec&t that con- 
templates it; (for this is nor 
the fenfe of fuch an affent; but 
that it is imply and abfolute) 
true, and cannot but appear fo 
to all intellects that are fitted to 
contemplate-it) fo there is an 
obje& that is fimply good and 
lovely, and to be loved as fuch, 
without regard to the party 
that thus loves it; but ought to 
be loved of all, without regard 
to themfelves, but upon the ac- 
count that it is fo univerfally 
good. Infomuch, that if God 
ihould love all intelle€tual be- 
ings, except one that were at 
the fame time to be damned, 
for his exceffive aad unparal- 
leled wickednefs and contuma- 
cy againft God; it were yer 
an immenfe fpecimen of his 
goodnefs; and he were infi- 
nitely good, and were fo to be 
acknowledged, even by that 
intelleGtual creature that was 
to be damned; and ought to be 
loved by it (though this wicked 
funk condition makes it inea- 
pable of fo fit a duty) as well as 
a true propofition is to be af- 
fented to by him, whofe dif- 
intereft it were that it fhould 
be found true. Ard 2 man 


may as well fay, that there is 
no reafon but what arifes from 
felf-interefted underitanding, 
as no love but what arifes from 
felf-love. There is that which 


is 





















bid 
is abfolutely lovely, and to 
which love, without any felf- 
regard, ts due; xs well asthere 
is that which is abfolutely trae, 
and which every underftanding 
ought to fubferibe to, if not 
fome default in itfelf hinder. 

And that things and perfons 
are lovely without confidera- 
tion to our own utility, me- 
thinks is further evident, from 
that pleafure and content we 
take in the hiftory of worthy 
perfons, and their excellent 
virtues and famous exploits in 
former ages, and in far remote 
countries, without any reflec- 
tion wpon any intereft or profit 
we have in their virtues or 
actions ; but we love them, and 
rejoice in their memory, as ab- 
folute objects of deferved love, 
from thofe lovely perfections 
inthem. Thefe things ate uot 
fo tar removed out of the road 
of human nature, where it is 
not extremely degenerated, but 
that they ase eafily difcernible. 
And where Cicero fays, that 
if virtue could be feen with 
outward eyes, ‘ mirabiles amo- 
res fui excitaret;’ can we un- 
derftand fuch love as is ground+ 
ed upon felf-love; not rather 
fuch love as ravithes bim out 
of himfelf, and tranfports him 
to the object? 

But to pafs by reafon, and 
the fenfe. of philofophers ; there 
are many places of fcripture, 
which, L confels, I cannor 
make good fenfe of, if there be 
no leve but that which is bot- 
tomed upon, or refolved into 
felf-love. 

That main duty of every 
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chriftian, ‘ Thou fhalt love 
‘the Lord thy God with alf 
‘thy heart, and all thy foul, 
‘ and thy neighbour as thyfelf,’ 
to me is not eafy fenfe, if felf- 
love is to be at the bottom, into 
which all love, as the very 
principle, is to be refolved. Ie 
is mot here faid, Fhou thale 
love thy ey: agi for thyfelf ; 
that is, for thy own fake : but, 
Thou fhalttove him as thyfelf; 
that is, with fuch a kind of 
love as thou loveft tryfelf with. 
Now thou loveft thyfelf for thy 
own good; and withelt well, 
and doft well to dryfelf for 
thine own fake ; and thinkett 
it not fit that thou, being a man 
creaicd in the image of God, 
fhouldeft be injured or negle&- 
ed: thou being therefere bound 
to Jove thy neighbour as thy- 
felf; thou mult have the like 
efteem for hin, and with him 
well, and do good to him for 
hisown fake: eHe thou doft 
not love him as thyfelf. Bue 
if thos lovett him, and witheft 
well to lim for his own fake, 
this is not then for thine own 
fake : and therefore there isa 
love that is not refolvable into 
felf-love ; and a freld thereof 
there is, as far exceeding that 
of felf-love, as the whole cre- 
ation, at leaft of intellectual 
beings, exceeds any one patti- 
cular intellectual creature. 

But the former part of this 
precept is alfo to be confidered ; 
‘ Thou thalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and 
all thy foul.” Methinks ii is 


fuch an injun&iion, that takes 


a man quite off from himfelf 
and 
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and all felf-love. For how 
can I love God with all my 
heart, and all my foul, if that 
love be refolvable into the love 
of myfelf, and fubordinate to 
it? ‘ Propter quod unuimquod- 

ue eft tale, id magis eft tale.’ 
duppofe then my love to God 
how ardent you will, my love 
to mvfelf muft be much more 
ardent. So that God is fo far 
from having our whole heart 
or foul, thar he does not fo 
much as go halves with us. 
But it is manifeft he requires 
the whole; which is impoffible 
he fhould have; while all the 
love we give him is bottomed 
upon, or refolvable into the 
love of ourfelves. Wherefote 
it is manifeft, we are entirely 
and abfolutely to love God 
firft, and to love ourfelves in 
reference to him, as alfo the 
reftof our fellow-creatures: all 
which love being in reference 
to God, it hinders not but that 
God is ftill loved with all our 
hearts and fouls; and the love 
of ourfelves, and of our neigh- 
bour as ourfelves, is but the 
fruit of our entire love to God; 
and we fhall be fure then to 
love our neighbour as ourfelves, 
and fo as we ought to do. This 
is the eafy fente of this grarid 
precept of the gofpel; to me 
not intelligible upon any other 
account. If we he God with 
all our hearts, there is no love 
left to ourfelves, but in refer- 
ence to God. And what is 


left to ourfelves, the fame is to 

our neighbour; that we are to 

love him in reference to God. 
Again, who can endure to 
Vol. I. No, 2. 


think that it was felf-love that 
fupported the foul of our Savi- 
our in thofe irieffable labours 
and agonies which he upder- 
went; and not the love of God, 
and defign of redeeming man- 
kind from the great mifery 
they lay under? And when he 
fays, it was his meat and drink 
to do the will of him that fent 
him; that it was a four,efelf- 
feeking humour that whetted 


, his appetite? Or where St. John 


fays, perfe&t love cafts out fear ; 
that he underftands perfec felf- 
love cafts out fear; whichis ra- 
ther the fource of all jealoufy, 
anxiety and diftraétion of mind? | 
* But it may be that other 
place of St. John will prefs 
more urgently; God is love, 
and he that abideth in love, 
abideth in God, and God in 
him. Whatcan be here meant 
by God is love, but that he 
is that effential, free, un-felf- 
interefted goddnefs ; and that 
while we continue in fach a 
free, un-felf-interefted benig- 
— of {pirit, we are in God, 
and God in us; the fruit of 
whofe {pirit this is? but what 
fenfe would this be; God is 
free, un-felf-interefted love, 
and he that abides in felf-inter- 
efted love, or love whofe ver 
principle is felf-love, abidet 
in God, and God inhim? No 
certainly ; that ‘man rather 
abideth in himfelf, rooted and 
held captive to his. own felfith 
nature, and has not yet feen nor 
known God, in St. John’s fenfe. 
And I muft confefs, I have 
oft with pleafure and admira- 
— confidered the tae 
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of that expreffion ofour Saviour 
in his fermon on the mount; 
© Bleffed are the pure in heart, 
for they fhall fee God:’ as if 
the beft fpeculum divinitatis 
Were placed there, for us to 
conteinplate God in. But it a- 

rees excellently with this of 
&. John, God is love. And 
where is love to be feen or per- 
ecived but in the heart? but 
what an idol were that love 
and that God, that is reprefent- 
ed by a love refolvable at laft 
into felf love, as the very prin- 
ciple thereof? but that heart 
certainly is not yet pure, nor 
purged from inordinate affec- 


tions, that is yet uncapable of 


any higher love than this, a 
love of God fubordinate to the 
love of ourfelves ; when as all 
love ought to be fubordinate 
to the love of God, otherwife 
our paffions are inordinate: 
which therefore is a ftate of 
great unrighteoufnefs in the 
foul, as this of un-felf-intereft- 
ed love, the greateft retitude of 
fpirit that human nature is ca- 
pable of. And I believe that ve- 
ry frame of {pirit, at leaft chief- 
y intimated and aimed at, in 
that other faying ofourSaviour ; 
‘ Bieffed are they that hunger 
and thirft after righteoofnets:° 
which, I conceive, is a hunger 
and thirft after this reA@titude 
of fpirit for its own fake and 
lovelinefs; the appearance 
whereof makiug the other felf- 
feeking nature appear fo detef- 
table and ugly, that it will 
make the foul infinitely impa- 
tient to be rid of the company 
of fo deformed a companion: 


I mean a foul that is really res 
generate ; fuch as is not born 
of the will of the fieth, or of 
the will of man, but of the will 
of God: that is, not of that a- 
nimal felf-will, or felf-love; 
but of that free and un-felf-in- 
terefted love, or will of God. 
The bottom of this new birth 
is not felf-defire ; butthe defire 
and thirft after this free recti- 
tude of fpirit, that is releafed 
from all felf-will and felf-feek- 
ing, and is wholly aétuated and 
regulated by the will and fpirit 
of God; feeking nothing for 
itfelf as felf, but the glory of 
God, and the good of the crea- 
tion. So that there are really 
two priuciples of life in the 
truly regenerate ; the fpirit of 
God, and the fpirit of this 
world. And therein we feel 
the genuine motions of the {pi- 
rit of God; im that it draws us 
from felfithnefs in whatfoever 
mode or drefs, and difcovers 
both the actings and deformi- 
ties of that foul principle, and 
fo raifes in us that thirft and 
hunger after the life of the di- 
vine principle, and as certain 
a loathing of the fight of the 
other. And here is the deepeft 
and moft pertinent concern for 
devotion and prayer, for this 
righteoufnefs we hunger and 
thirft after, ad for the affitt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit to per~ 
fect regeneration in us, that 
the old leaven may be ut- 
terly purged out, and that all 
our life and motion may be 
from that one principle in the 
aeW birth. Thus it is impof- 
fible but that we fhould hearti- 
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ly defire,if we have once taft- 
ed of the fweetnefs of that di- 
vine principle in us, that love- 
ly co-rival, and oppofite to the 
felfith nature: which by our 
own ftrength being not able to 
attain to, we arereven forced 
to know to whom we muotft 
make our earneft addreffes ; or 
rather, are drawn by divine 
power working in us to breathe 
after God and his everlafting 
righteoufnefs, with groanings 
unutterable, as the apoftle 
fpeaks. And this operation is 
really and truly of God: ‘but 
whatfoever is refolvable into 
felf-love, may be nothing elfe 
but the folicitude and activity 
of mere nature: and fo fome 
men may feem to be more craf- 
ty and provident than others, 
rather than more pious and 
hcly. ‘* That which is born 
of the flefh is flefh; and that 
which is born of the fpirit, is 
{pirit ;’ let the one look never 
fo trimly and goodly on it, and 
the other never fo brokenly 
and contemptibly. Man na- 
turally is inclinable to magni- 
fy himfelf, and fancy himfelf 
able to grafp all within the 
compafs of his natural facul- 
ties: but in true chriftianity, 
« the Lord alone is exalted in 
that day.’ This 1 am certain 
is according to the tenor of the 
goipe! ; to whofe conduct it is 
afer to give up ourfelves, and 
keep to its forms of fpeech, 
than to be befooled by the dry 
conceits, or pretended reafon- 
ings of any mortals, that can- 
not pretend to the extraordi- 
nary guidance Chrift and his 
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apoftleshad. Believe it, chrif- 
tianity is another kind of thin 
than fome bold wits woul 
make it; andis but a dead hufk, 
where the affiftance of the fpi- 
rit is not both acknowledged 
and experienced. But this is 
an excurfion by the bye. 

Let me offer only one more 
paffage out of our Saviour’s 
fermon on the mount, where 
he bids; ‘ Love your enemies, 
blefs them that curfe you, anddo 
good to them thathate you; that 
you may be the children of 
your Father which isin heaven, 
who caufes the fun to rife on 
the evil and on the good, and 
rains on the juft and the unjuft.” 
Now it feems to me a marvel- 
lous unnatural analyfe, to re- 
foive the love of our enemies 
into felf-love, or love of our- 
felves. The hatred indeed of 
them isevidently refolvable in- 
tothat: which would be an ins 
timation tous, that the loving of 
them muft proceed from fome 
other principle, and from fuch 
a love as is contrary to felf- 
love; that is to fay, an un- 
felf-interefted love ; efpecially 
when we are faid thereby to 
do as becomes the children of 
God, who is thar effential, free, 
un-felf-interefted goodnefs,that 
promifcuoufly fhowers dowa 
his bounty on the creation, 
without feeking any utility to 
himfelf therefrom. Indeed, a 
man may do a good turn to his 
enemy, out of a crafty defign 
to buy him off, and make him 
a friend; and this may very 
well be out of felf-love. But 
the fenfe of our Saviour’s pre- 
cept 








7 








16 THE THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


cept feems plainly to be this ; 
that weare firft really toloveour 
enemies, and then to demon- 
ftrate that love, by doing them 
good ; not to love them in word 
or profeffion, but in deed and 
intruth. This, though it may 
feem impoffible to the natural 
man, yet it is impoffible bat it 
fhould be in the regenerate 
man, when regeneration has 
had its due work, by reafon of 
that divine principle in him 
contrary to felf-love. And 
this was eminently feen in our 
Saviour, who prayed for his 
enemies who were crucifying 
him : whom to fancy to pray 
for them out of felf-love, were 
a conceit, [ know not whether 
to term it more ridiculous or 
blafphemous. And without all 
queftion, we are called to the 
fame fpirit that was in Chrift 
Jefus, to love our enemies ; 
even fuch as would martyr us, 
maul us, and murther us: for 
Chrift even died for them that 
did fo to him, leaving us an 
example, that we fhould really 
and fincerely love our enemies: 
which, as I faid, cannot arife 
out of felf-love; but out of a 
free, un-felf-interefted benig- 
nity of {pirit, the image of God 
and Chrift in us; that divine 
nature we are called to partake 
of under the difpenfations of 
the gofoel. 

Add unto all this, the exam- 
ples of that heroical ardor in 
Mofes and St. Paul, in the be- 
half of the people of the Jews ; 
the one being willing to have 
his own name blotted out of 


the book of life, rather than 


the fins of the people thould 
not be forgiven; the other, to 
be accurfed from Chrift, upon 
condition they might be con- 
verted to him: which, I mutt 
confefs, | do not know how to 
refolve into that ftrait-laced 
principle of felf-love. 

I fhall conclude ail with the 
mention of that divine grace of 
charity, which St. Paul makes 
fo hyperbolically tranfcendent 
a way, fo feraphical a virtue, 
that he prefers it before the 
language of angels, before all 
knowledge of prophecies and 
myfteries, all the power of mi- 
racles, even to the removing 
of mountains; and to be fo fub- 
lime adifpenfation, that though 
one give all his goods to the 
poor, and his bedy to be burnt, 
yet he may fall fhort of it. 
Can we think that this is a felf- 
feeking charity, or a love that 
has for its very principle the 
love of a_ man’s felf? Is that 
fuch a feraphical ftate, to love 
God or our neighbour for our- 
felves, that none of thofe great 
things there mentioned are to 
be compared to it, but are fo 
be held as nothing in compari- 
fon of it? For that love, be it 
of what it will, that is founded 
on felf-love, is but natural or 
animal love, not divine; and 
ab fome of thofe things a- 

ve {pecified are fupernatural. 
How then can this tranfcend- 
ent grace of charity be lodged 
fo low as in felf-love? Or if 
it be fo, how can the apoftle 
undertake for it, that it being 
refolved into felf-love, it will 
not feek its own; that it will 

not 
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not do any thing fcurvily, or 
unworthily ; that ic will not 
be puffed up, and fwelled, and 
heuvel (felf-love being at the 
bottom) even to a wild and 
blafphemous enthufiafm, and 
to the flinging off both the per- 
{uafion of Chrift and his gof- 
pel, to magnify themfelves ; 
and laftly, that it will not do 
any thing unfeemly or unbe- 
comingly; whereas there can- 
not be any thing more rude and 
uncomely, than for me to fub- 
ordinate the love of God, and 
of the whole creation, to my- 
felf; as if | was fuch a precious 
paragon, as that all lovelinefs I 
could own in God were re- 
flected to me from his loving 
me; nor could feem lovely to 
me, but in reference to mylelf, 
or the love of myfelf. Nothing 
methinks is more monftroufly 
unfeemly in ill manners, than 
this carriage of ours towards 
God; though ’tis probable, a 
mere natural man may never 
be aware of the groffnefs, or 
the rufticity. 

Thefe, in brief, are the rea- 
fons that occurred to my mind, 
as I had leifure to think on this 
matter, whereby I might hope 


‘ to convince you, that felf-love 


is not the very principle of all 
love whatfoever, to God or 
man: but that there may bea 
more divine principle ingrafted 
in us, which I cannot call by 
a better or more compendious 
name than anun-felf-interefted 


love: which I look on as the “ 
chiefeft fruit of the fpirit of 
,God; and which ftrengthens 

‘us againtt that other felfith 
principle abetted by the fpirit 

of this world. 

There is a fear of God, and 
there is a mercenary love of 
God ; and thefe indeed are re- 
folvable into telf-love: and the 
fcripture often applies itfelf to 
this principle, to‘hale us out of 
the hurry and dirt of this world, 
by forcible arguments upon 
thofe paffions. But there is 
intimated a far more tranfcen- 
dent way, as St. Paul calls it. 
And certainly regeneration, 
and the fpirit of God, and the 
participation of the divine na- 
ture, the life of God, and re- 
newment into the image of 
Chrift, are intimations of a 
more noble condition of mind, 
than of fear ‘or meréeaatinels. 
But : be not be oVer-tedious 
to 

fhould not have given you 
thus much trouble, but that I 
underftood by our friend Mr. 
L. that you was defirous to 
hear from me about this point: 
which st in obedience 

our defire, [shave done; 
ai I hope you will interpret 
it no otherwite than it is in- 
tended, as a teftimony how 
much Iam, Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 

To ferve you, 


HEN. MORE. 


For * 
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An Appendix to an Overture, containing a Defence of the Doétrines 
of the Weftminfler Confeffion of Faith. Philadelphia, ‘printed 


i in 1787. 
NEW {cheme of doc- 
trine has been propagat- 
ed in New-England, much 
learned duit kicked up, and 
| metaphyfical nonfente preach- 
| ed and printed to fupport it, on 
. which we thall fay very little. 
To give its outlines, feems to be 


. 


) i a fufficient confutation of it. 
i It originates in falfe views of 
oth the divine volition’ and agency, 

| i, ' wrong notions of the divine de- 


crees, and from it the modern 
Ny doétrine of univerfal falvation 
I natively fprings. The fcheme 
is to the following purpofe: 
** That of all poffible fyftems 
i God behoved neceflarily to 
Wl choofe the beft.””. On which 
| | we may remark (en paffent) 
i that it feems by this, God is 
' ! nota voluntary, but a neceflary 
| agent, and infinite wifdem, 
: | power, and goodnefs have al- 
) 





ready done their utmoft, have 
arrived at their xe plus ultra, 
| ** That fin or moral evil is a 
ih part of this beit fyftem,; and 
# therefore God is the author of 
fin ; yea, fay fome, the cre- 
ator of it ;”” giving to fin a po- 
fitive being or exiftence, or 
making it a creature; and fo, 
one would think, a very good 
thing ; andconfequently, that 
there is no evil at all in the 
creation, neither moral nor 
penal. ‘* That we fhould blefs 
God for the creation of tin, be- 
caufe it has done a great deal 
of good in the general fyftem ! 





— 








That men muft love God fo 
difinterettedly, as to be willing 
to be damned to advance his 

lory, if he fee it neceflary.”’ 

he plain purport of which is, 
either, that God may fee it ne- 
ceffary for the purpofes of his 

Jory, todamn a perfon, whom 
1e has fanétified and faved, 
waited to Chrift, and enabled 
to love him fupremely ; that 
is, God may both fave and damn 
him at the fame time ; or, that 


we muft love God fo much, as _ 


to purfue that great end, his glo. 
ry, im the way of fpurning re- 
deeming love, trampling onthe 
blood of the covenant, and do- 
ing defpite to the fpirit of 
grace ; for ali men know, this 
is the way, and the only way 
to damnation, under a gofpe] 
difpenfation ; and then it turns 
out to be this, that we muft 
love God fo much, as to hate 
him with a perfect hatred; 
and be fo completely in a {tate 
of falvation, as to be in a {tate 
of damnation at the fame time. 


‘¢ That to maintain, with the . 


apoftle, that we love Chrift, 
becaufe hé firft loved us, is fel- 
fith, and a fure fign of a grace- 
Jefs ftate ; that true chriftian 
love is fo elevated and fublime, 
as to foar above all fuch mean, 
low and felfith confiderations, 
as God’s love to us in Chrift. 
We mutt love God merely for 
what he is in himfelf, without 


any regard to what he is, and 
has 
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has done for us in Chrift.”” 


The purpert ef which is, that 
we may be perfectly holy and 
completely faved, without a 
Saviour, (for fupreme love to 
God is the effence of holinefs, 
and fummit of falvation) or we 
may favingly know God, and 
be conformed to him, without 
any regard to the Mediator Je- 
fus Chrift, his redeeming love, 
and what he has done and fuf- 
fered for us ; and confequent- 
ly, that men might have been 
faved, though Chrift had never 
done nor fuffered any thing for 
them. Query. In what other 
medium but the Mediator, 
can we fee the glory of the di- 
vine character, fo as to be fanc- 
tified and faved by the view? 
And yet, in another whirl- 


pool of the fame do€trine, the’ 


current is quite contradi¢tor 

to this; for it is afferted by the 
fame authors, ‘‘ That the un- 
converted need not attemptany 
duty, until they believe in 
Chrift, or be converted, be- 
caufé the {criptures teftify, that 
without faith it is impofizble to 
pleafe God ; and therefore, if 
fuch do pray or practife family 
worfhip, &c. this is only to 
add fin to fin.” 
meaning of which is, that the 
foul of man is a block of wood 
or ftone, and the means of 
grace, fuch as prayer, reading 
and hearing the word, &c. are, 
in no refpeét, .calculated to 
make apy impreffion on, or 
change that block of weod or 
ftone. It would be mere pro- 
per totake the mafon’s chiffel, 
or carpenter’s axe to if, than 


The obvious . 


to exhort it to read, hear, or 
pray: or, at leaft, that as the 
artificer can eafily hew and 
fafhion to his purpofe a piece 
of wood or ftone, without axe, 
chiffel, or any other inftru- 
ment, fo finners may believe in 
Chrift, without reading or 
hearing any thing about him; 
may be taught without teach- 
ing; obtain without afking or | 
defiring ; yea, get grace at the 
very moment their heart is 
fhut againft receiving it; and 
fo may, yea muft, lie by in a 
ftate of inactivity, and at per- 
fe&t eafe too, (for why fhould 
they be concerned? they can 
no more do auy thing for their 
own recovery, than a piece 

wood or marble can hew itfelf 
into the image of a man) uatil 
{upernatural power begin to. 
operate on them, which it 
muft and will do without their 
ufing the means of apace to 
ufe which in a gracelefs ftate, 
would only aggravate their 
guilt. We are certain fuch 
reafoning is not found; but it 
is not ealy to detect the fallacy 
of it. Such teachers do not 
confider, that it is a part of the 
fcheme of grace, to give to 
men and excite them to ufe the 
means of grace, and that this 
is a great ftep towards their fal- 
vation ; that the fpirit of God 
never operates on the foul of 
man, but in the way of roufing 
its powers to action ; that the 
gofpel, in all its inftirutions, 1s 
a moft proper and rational ad- 
drefs to the rational powers of 
the foul, and adapted to awa- 


ken them to action; that God 
converts 
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convertsmen ina rational way, 
by informing the judgment, 
and inclining the will; and 
befides the means of grace, no- 
thing more is neceffary to this, 
than the power of the fpirit to 
accompany them; thatit ts im- 
poffible,in the nature of things, 
to receive a bleffling without 
being made willing to receive 
it, or without defiring it, which 
is the fame thing with pray- 
ing for it. But we forbear. 
Thefe are fome of the grofs 
features of the fcheme, afcheme 


propagated, not by wild ranting 
enthufiafts and feCtarians, bur 
by thofe who call themfelves 
the regular minifters of regu- 
lar churches; and, we hope, 
fome of them learned, fenfible 
and pious men too. But vain 
man would be wife! A fond- 
nels for fingularity, athirft after 
fame, and pride of underftand- 
ing, hurry men along ina ftrain 
of argumentation, until they 
reafon themfelves out of all rea- 
fon and common fenfe! Much 
falfe learning makes them mad! 





— 


As it is fuppofed the Hopkinfians were aimed at in the above Appen- 
dix, thew diftinguifhing Tenets are here inferted. 


OPKINSIANS. Socal- 
led from the Rev. Sa- 
mue! Hopkins, D. D. pattor of 
the firft congregational church 
at Newport; who, in his fer- 
mons and traéts, has made fe- 
veral additions to the fenti- 
ments firft advanced by the ce- 
lebrated Mr. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, late Prefident of New- 
Jerfey College.* 

The following is a fummary 
of the diftinguifhing tenets of 
this denomimation, together 
with a few of the reafons of 
which they make ufe to fup- 
port their Herre 


[. That all true wirtue, or 
real holine/s, confitts in di/nte- 
refled benevolence. 

The object of benevolence 
is univerfal Being, including 
Gon, and al} intelligent crea- 
tures. Itwithes and fecks the 
good of every individual, fo far 
as is contiftent with the greatett 
good of the whole, whicir is 
comprifedin the glory of Gop, 
and the perfection and happi- 
nefs of his kingdom. 

The law otf God is the 
ftandard of all moral rectitude, 
or holinefs.¢ This is reduced 
into love to Gop, and our 

neighbour 


* This denomination fuppofe, that this eminent divine not only 





illuftrated and confirmed the main doétrines of Calvinifm, but brought 
the whole fyitem to a greater degree of confiftency and perfection, 
than any who had gone before him. And they profefs only to purfue 
the fame defign of {till further perfecting the fame fv{tem. 

+ The law requires us to love Gop with all our hearts, begufe he 
isthe Lorn, becaufe he is juft fuch a Being as he is. On this ac- 
count, primarily and antecedently to all other confiderations, he is 
pesew £ — ane we stn, on this account, primarily and an- 
tecedently to all other confiderations, he infini 
amiable in our eyes. ? Ones SO. APRS aan, 




















heighbour as ourfelves; and 
univerfal good-will compre- 
hends all the love to God, our 
neighbour, and ourfelves, re- 
quired in the divine law. And 
therefore muft be the whole of 
holy obedience. Let any fe- 
rious perfon think what are 
the particular branches of true 
piety; when he has viewed 
each oue by itfelf, hewall find, 
that difinterefted, friendly af- 
fe&tion is its ditinguithing 
characteriftic. For inftanee, 
all the holinefs in pious fear, 
which diftinguifhes it from the 
fear of the wicked, confifts in 
love. Again, holy gratitude is 
nothing but good-will to God 
and our neighbour, in which 
we ourfelves are included, and 


correfpondent affection excited” 


by a view of the good-will and 
kindnefs of God. 

Univerfal good-will alfo im- 
plies the whole of the duty we 
owe to our neighbour, For 
juftice, truth, and faithfulnefs, 
are comptifed in univerfal be- 
nevolence. So are temperance 
and chaftity: For, an undue 
‘indulgence of our appetitesand 
parent is contrary to benevo- 

encé; as tending to hurt our- 
felves or others ; and fooppofite 
to the general good, and the di- 
vinecommand, in which al] the 
crime of fach indulgence con- 
fifts. In fhort, all virtue is no- 
thing but benevolence acted outin 
its proper nature and perfeétion, 
ot love to God and our neigh- 
bour made perfect in all its ge- 
nuine exercifes and expreffions. 





THE THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 






121 


By this is meant, an intereft- 
ed, {clfith affe&tion, by which 
a perfon fets himfelf up.as fu- 
preme, and the only object of 
regard; and nothing is good 
or lovely, in his view, unlefs 
fuited to promote his own pri- 
vate intereft: This felf-love 
is,in its whole nature and every 
degree of it, enmity a sink 
God. Jt is not fubje& to thelaw 
of Ged; and is the only affec- 
tion that can oppofe. it. It is 
the foundation of all fpiritual 
blindnefs; and therefore the 
fource of all the open idolat 
in the heathen wotld, and Fale 
religion under the light of the 
gofpel. All this is agreeable 
to that felf-love which oppofes 
God’s true charaGter. Under 
the influence of this principle, 
men depart from truth, it being 
itfelf the greateft practical lie 
in nature, as it oe up that 
whiich ig comparatively no- 
thing, above Univerfal Exift- 
ence. Self-love is the fource 
of all profanenefs and impi 
in the world ; and of all pride 
and ambition among men, 
which is nothing but felfithnefs 
acted out in this particular 
way. This isthe foundation 
of all poungeipes and fenfu- 
ality ; as it blinds people’s eyes, 
ae their oneal aad fake 
them down, fo that they look 
upon earthly enjoyments as the 

reateft good. This is the 
imme: of all falfehood, injuf- 
tice, and oppreffion, as it ex- 
cites mankind by undue me- 
thods to invade the property of 


others. Self-love produces all 
the violent paffions, 


envy, 
wrath, 
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wrath, clamor, and evil fpeak- 
ing ; and every thing contrary 
to the divine law, is briefly 
comprehended in this fruitful 
fource of all iniquity, /e/f-/ove. 

III. That there are no pro- 
mifes of regenerating grace made 
to the doings of the unregencrate. 

For as far as men aét from 
felf-love, they ac front a bad 
‘end. For thofe who have no 
true love to God, really do no 
duty, when they attend on the 
externals of religion. And as 
the unregenerate 2ct from a 
felfith principle, they do no- 
thing which is commanded. 
Their impenitent dotngs are 
wholly oppofed to repentance 
and converfion, therefore not 
implied in the command, To 
repent, &c. So far from this, 
they are altogether difobedience 
to the command.* Hence it 
appears, that there are no pro- 
mifes of falvation to the doings 
of the unregenerate. 

IV. That the impotency of 
finners, with refpect to be- 
lieving in Chrift, is not natural 
‘but moral. 
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For it is a plain ditate of 
common fenfe, that natural im- 
pofibility excludes all blame. 
But an unwilling mind is uni- 
verfally confidered as a crime, 
and not as an excufe, and is the 
very thing wherein our wick- 
ednefs confifts. That the im- 
potence of the finner is owing 
to a difaffection of heart, is 
evident“from the promifes of 
the gofpel. When any obje& of 
good is propofed and promifed 
to us upon afking, it clearly 
evinces that there can be no 
imporency in us with refpe& 
to obtaining it, betide the dif- 
approbation of the wi//; and 
that inability which confifts in 
difinclination, never renders 
any thing improperly the fub- 
jet of precept or command. 

V. That in order to faith in 
Chrift, a finner muft approve 
in his heart of the divine con- 
duct, even though God fhould 
cat him off forever; which, 
however, neither implies Jove 
to mifery, nor hatred of happi- 
nefs.+ 

For, if the law is good, death 

is 


* The author of the Moral Difquifitions, while comparing Hop- 
‘kinfian-Calvinifts with real Calvinifts has this inference :— 
It is evident, that Hopkinfian fentiments are only the genuine 
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 flourifhiing and fruitful branches of the Calviniftic tree. For the Hop- 
kinfians plead that there is no duty in the actions of finners, becaufe 
they are totally depraved. As total depravity, therefore, is the great 
pillar in the Calviniftic theory, there is no more difference between 
Calvinifts and Hopkinfians, than there is between a tree and its 
branches, or between firft principles and confequences. The broad 
foundation which fupports our ample fuperftruéture, was long fince 
deeply and firmly laid in the firft principles of Calvinifm. To fupport 
our.theory, we need no firft principles, except thofe which Calvinifts 
have adopted and improved againft Pelagians and Arminians. [See 
Spring’s Moral Difquifitions, p. 47.] 
t Asa particle of water is {mall in comparifon of a generous ftream, 
fo the man of humility feels fmall before the great family of his fellow 











RD ee aS Se 





mena 


, 


THE THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 123 


is due to thofe who have broken 
it. The Judge of all the earth 
cannot but doright. It would 
bring everlafting reproach up- 
on his government to {pare us, 
confidered merely as in our- 
felves. When this is felt in 
our hearts, and noe till then, 
we fhall be prepared to look 
to the free grace of God thro’ 
the redemption which is in 
Chrift, and to exercife faith in 
his blood, who is fet forth to be 
@ propitiation to declare God's 
righteoufne/s, that he might be 
juft, and yet be the juftifier of him 
who believeth in Fefus. 

VI. That the infinitely wife 
and holy God has exerted his 
omnipotent power in fuch a 
manner, as he purpofed fhould 
be followed with the exiftence 
and entrance of moral evil in 
the fyftem. 

For it muft he admitted on 
all hands, that God has a per- 
fect knowledge, forefight, and 
view of all poffible exiftences 
and events. If that fyftem and 
fcene of operation, in which 
moral evil fhould never have 
exiftence, was actually prefer- 
red in the divine mind, cer- 
tainly the Deity is infinitely 
difappointed in the iffue of his 





own operations. Nothing can 
be more difhonourable to God, 
than to imagine that the fyf- 
tem, which is actually formed 
by the divine hand, and which 
was made for his pleafure and 
glory, is yet, not the fruit of 
wife contrivance and defign, 

VII. That the introduction 
of fin is, upon the whole, for 
the general good. 

For the wifdom and power 
of the Deity are difplayed-in 
carrying on defigns of the great- 
eft good: and: the exiftence of 
moral evil has undoubtedly oc- 
cafioned a more full, perfect, 
and glorious difcovery of the 
infinite perfections of the di- 
vine nature, than could other- 
wife have been made to the 
view of creatures. If the ex- 
tenfive manifefations of the 
pure and holy nature of God, 
and his infinite averfion to fin, 
and all his inherent perfections, 
in their genuine fruits and ef- 
fects, is either itfelf the greateft 
good, or neceffarily contains 
it; it muft neceffarily follow, 
that the introduction of fn is 
for the greate/? good. 

vill. That repentance is 
before faith in Chrift. 

By this is not intended, that 

repentance 








creatures. He values his foul, but when he comparesit to the great foul 
of mankind, he almoft forgets and lofes fight of it: for the governing 
principle of his heart is to eftimate things according to their worth. 
When, therefore, he indulges a humble comparifon with his Maker, 
he feels loft in the infinite falnefs and brightnefs of divine love, asa 
ray of light is loft in the fun, and a camlehe of water in the ocean. It 


infpires him with the moft grateful feelings of heart, that he has oppor- 


tunity to be in the hand of God, as clay in the hand of the potters 
and as he confiders himfelf in this humble light, he fubmits the nature 
and fize of his future veffel entirely to God. As his pride is loft in the 
duft, he looks up with pleafure towards the throne of God, and rejoices 
with all his heart in the reétitude of the divine adminiftration, 
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repentance is before a fpecu- 
lative belief of the deing and 
perfections of God, and of the 
perfon and chara@er of Chrift; 
but only, that true repentance 
is previous to a faving faith in 
Chrift, in which the believer 
is united to Chrift, and entitled 
to the benefits of his mediation 
andatonement. That repent- 
ance is before faith in this fenfe, 
appears from feveral confide- 
rations. 

if. As repentance and faith 
refpec&t different objects, fo 
they are diftin® exercifes of 
the heart, and therefore one 
not only may, but muft be prior 
to the other. 

2d. There may be genuine 
repentance of fin without faith 
in Chrift; but there cannot be 
true faith in Chrift without 
repentance of fin: and {ince 
repentance is neceflary in or- 
der to faith in Chrift, it mutt 
neceffarily be prior to faith in 
Chritt. | 

d. Johnthe Baptift, Chrift, 

lt his apoftles, taught, that 
repentance is before faith. John 
cried, Repent, Jor the kingdom 
of heaven isat hand; intending, 

at trué repentance was necef- 
fary’ in order to embrace the 
| fel of the kingdom. Chrift 
commanded, Repent ye, and be- 
lieve the gofpel. And Paul 
preached repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Fefus 
Cirift. 
_ LX. That though men he- 
came finners by Adam accord- 
ing toa divine conftitution, yet 
they have, and are accountable 
for no fins but perfonal. For, 


1f. Adam’s a& in eating 
the forbidden fruit was not the 
act of his pofterity, therefore, 
they did not fin at the fame 
time he did. 

2d. The finfulnefs of that a& 
could not be transferred to them 
afterwards * becaufe the finful- 
nefs of an aét can no more be 
transferred from one perfon to 
another, than an ‘act itfelf. 
Therefore, 

d. Adam’s aé& in eating the 
forbidden fruit was not the 
caufe, but only the occafion of 
his pofterity’s being finners. 
God was pleafed to make acon- 
ftitution, that, if Adam remain- 
ed holy through his ftate of 
trial, his pofterity fhould, in 
confequence of it, he holy too; 
but if he finned, his pofterity, 


‘in confequence of it, fhould be 


finners too. Adam finned, and 
now God brings his pofterity 
into the world finners. By 
Adam’s fin we are become fin- 
ners, not for it; his fin bein 
only the sccafion, not the ye | 
of our committing fins. 

X. That though believers 
are juftified through Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, yet his righte- 
oufnefs is not transferred to 
them. For, 

177. Perfonal righteoufnefs 
can no more be transferred 
from one perfon to another 
than perfonal fin. 

2d. lfChrift’s perfonal right- 
cou/ne/s were transferred to be- 
levers, they would be as per- 
fe&tly holy as Chrift, and fo 
ftand in no need of forgivenefs, 
Bar, 

3¢. Believers are not con- 

{cious 
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feious of having Chrift’s per- 
fonal righteoufnefs, but feel 
and bewail much in-dwelling | 
fin and corruption, And, 

4th. The fcripture repre- 
fents believersas receiving only 
the benefits of Chrift?s righte- 
oufnefs in juftification, os their 
being pardoned and accepted 
for Chriit’s righteoufnefs fake. 
And this is the proper {cripture 
notion of imputation, Jona- 
than’s righteoufnefs was imput- 
ed to Mephibofheth, when Da- 
vid thewed kindnefs to him for 
his father Jonathan’s fake. 


The Hopkinfians warmly 
advocate the doétrine of the di- 
vine decrees, the doétrine of 
particular election, thedoctrine 
of total depravity, the doctrine 
of the fpecial influences of the 
{fpirit of God in regeneration, 
the doétrine of juftificatian by 
faith alone, the final perfeve- 
rance of the faints, and the con- 
fiftency between entire free- 
dom and abfolute dependence. 
And therefore claim it as their 
juft due, fince the world will 
inake diftinétions, to be called 
Hopkinfian-Calvinifts.  ~ 
[ Ah /s Adams’ View of Religions. 
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RefleEions on the Neceffity of the Mediator’s being a divine Perfon, 
deduced from the Obfervation of St. Paul, in Heb. vii. 26. 


HE gofpel has given rife 

to innumerable contro- 
verifies among men. It has 
brought into view, under the 
authority of a fupernatural re- 
velation, an endiefs variety of 
fubjects; all which have pre- 
fented themfelves to confiderate 
minds as clothed witha majefty 
and importance too awful to 
admit of a cold, heedlefs indif- 
ference. As the charaéter and 
atonement of Chrift are at the 
foundation of the evangelic 
{cheme, and involve fentiments 
grating to human pride, many 
of the adverfaries of the gofpel 
have been induced to deny the 
neceflity, propriety, and even 
pofibiluy of an atonement; 
and coniequently, to call in 


queftion the divinity of the 
Redeemer’s character; points 
of intnite moment to us guilty 
and accountable creatures. 
Chrift, and him crucified, or 
the charater and atonement of 
the Mefliah, were evidently 
the burden of apottolic preach- 
ing. St.Paul particularly urged 
them as cardinal points of the 
chriftian fyitem. They are the 
leading fubjeé&ts on which he 
treats, in his Epiftle to the He- 
brews.* He begins this epiftle 
with an explicit and folemn 
delineation of the Redeemer’s 
character. As he proceeds, 
he infifts largely, amd with 
great dexterity of argument, 
on the atonement which he ac- 
complifhed, afferting its im- 


port, 


* That St. Paul was the writer of this epiftle, is here taken for 


granted. 
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port, its defign, its fufficiency, 
and its effe&s. The neceffity 
of fuch a Redeemer, and fuch 
an atonement, he afferts in the 
agth verfe of the 7th chapter 


of the epiftle: ‘* Fer fach an 


high-prieft:”’ fays he, ‘** be- 
came us, who is holy, hatmlefs, 
undefiled, feparated from fin- 
ners, and made higher than the 
heavens.’’? Chrift is called an 
high prieft on account of the 
atonement which he made 
when he gave his foul an offer- 
ing for fin, becaufe it was the 
particular province of the 
jewith high prieft, under the 
Mofaic fyitem,to make atone- 
ment for the fins of the people. 
And he was typified as the 
great propitiation for the fins 
of the world, by the high prieft- 
hood and facrifices of that dif- 
penfation. The apoftle de- 
fcribes his character: he is ho- 
ly, harmlefs, undefiled, fepa- 
rated from finners, and made 
higher than the heavens. The 
former claufes of this defcrip- 
tion are plain: the latter claufe 
evidently refers to his exalta- 
tion, of which mention is 
made repeatedly in the ferip- 
tures. 

It is his being re-invefted 
with the glory, which he had 
with the Father before the werld 
was, which confifteth in his be- 
ing the brightne/s of his glory, 
and the expre/s image of his per- 


fon, and upholding all things by 


the word of his power. It is his 
being fo highly exalted that he 
has a name, which is above 
every name, that at his name 
every knee thould bow, of 


things in heaven, and things 
inearth, and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue 
fhould confefs that he is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Itis his being elevated fo com- 
pletely above all created be- 
ings, as to be the proper ob- 
ject of that worthip which is 
dire&ted to him, agreeably to 
the mandate found in the firft 
chapter of this epifile. And 
again, when he bringeth in 
the firft begotten into the world, 
he faith, ‘* And let all the an- 
gelsof God worfhip him.” No- 
thing fhort of this can, I think, 
be the import of the words, 
‘* made higher thanthe heavens.” 
The heavens are either the 
higheft created beings, or the 
retidence of thofe beings, and 
if he is made higher than they, 
he muft be elevated to that 
glory, which is proper to an 
uncreated being only. 

The eusetines then im- 
port abfolute divinity ; or, to 
ufe a more determinate expref- 
fion, real Deity. Such an high 
prieft the apoftle fays became 
us, a perfon of fuch a holy 
blamelefs chara@er, and of fuch 
infinite underived dignity, one 
with the Father, equa! with 
him,an object of worfhip. One 
of imperfe& moral character, 
and of inferior dignity, a mere 
creature, though pofiefled of 
the higheft conceivable derived 
glory, would not have become 
us, would not have been com- 
petent to the difcharge of fuch 
an office. It may then be ufe- 
ful to confider the weight of the 
apoftle’s affertion in this paf- 

fage ; 











fage ; and the more fo, as the 
numbers are increafing in our 
country, who deny the god- 
head of Chrift, and eftimate 
him in ne higher point of view 
than as a mere dependant crea- 
ture. 

1. If Chrift had been a per- 
fon of inferior character and 
dignity, there could have been 
no worth in his atonement ade- 
quate to the cancelling or expi- 
ation of our fins. If Chrift 
had been of an imperfect 
moral character, there could 
have been nothing propitiatory 
in his fufferings and death. 
He would have deferved for 
his own fins the fufferings 
he fuftained. It would have 
been impoffible for him to 
fuffer fubftitutionally, fo as 
to have furnifhed any merito- 
rious condition, on the ground 
of which the infinite majefty 
could confiftently pardon. And 
if he had been a mere creature, 
poffeffing none other than fal- 
lible, dependent and finite 
worth and abilities, his fuf- 
ferings could not have con- 
ftituted an atonement equiva- 
lent to the penalty of the di- 
vine law; for fin is an infinite 
evil, 7. ¢ it deferves a punifh- 
ment drawn out to an endlefs 
duration. Such a punifhment 
is threatened, and a greater pu- 
nifhment than fin deferves, 
could not be threatened by a 
juft and good God. Bur if fin 
deferve an endlefs punifhment 
in the perfon of the creature, 
then it muft be impoffible for a 
mere creature, as many fuppofe 
Chrift to be, to fuffer in a few 
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days, or even years, any mea- 
fure of pain equivalent to the 
penalty of the divine law, or 
fo far to anfwer the ends of di- 
vine government, by a propi- 
tiation, that the finner might 
confiftently be forgiven. Bor 
in that cafe there would be no 
fort of proportion between the 
punifhment threatened, and 
that actually endured. Much 
lefs could the fufferings of 
Chrift on this fuppofition have 
been equivalent to the guilt of 
a finner’s thoufand tranfgref- 
fions, and lefs ftill to the guilt 
of the whole apoftate race of 
Adam. Chrift muft have been 
higher than the heavens, i. e. he 
muft have been a being of in- 
finite dignity and glory, or his 
atonement would have been 
infinitely inadequate to the 
wants of finners, and formed 
no proper bafis on which they 
could confiftently have been 
pardoned and faved. 

To avoid the force of this 
reafoning, Deifts, Arians, and 
Socinians, generally deny the 
reality, neceflity, and even pof- 
fibility of atonement. They 
affert, that to infift on the ne- 
ceffity of atonement, is to re- 
prefent the Deity as completely 
mmplacable and without mercy. 
They deny alfo, that the fuf- 
ferings of an innocent being 
can anfwer the penal demands 
of a broken Jaw, in the room 
and ftead of the guilty. 

Bur the fcriptures are full of 
the doctrine of atonement by 
the fufferings of Chrift. They 
reprefent his fufferings, his 
blood and death, asfubftitution- 


al 
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al entirely, operating to fatisfy 
the divine law in behalf of the 
repenting. This is the hinge 
of the whole fyftem of divine 
revelation. It ‘is the ultimate 
import of all the types, ritual 
inftitutions, facrifices, and pre- 
di@ions of the Old Tefta- 
ment. It is in a great variety 
of places infifted on inthe New, 
as the fundamental principle of 
the chriftian feheme. Says 
Chrift, «* I am the good thep- 
herd, the good thepherd giveth 
his life for the fheep.”” 

Hoes cxplicieee this fubje& 
is St. Paul? ** Neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but 
by Ais own blood, he entered 
in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. For if the 
blood of bulls, and of goats, 
andthe athes of aheifer fprink- 
ing the unclean, fanétifieth to 
the purifying of the fleth, how 
much more fhall the blood of 
Chrift, who, through the eter- 
nal fpirit, offered himfelf with- 
out {pot to God, purge es 
confcience from dead works to 
ferve the living God? And 
for this caufe, he is the Medi- 
ator of the New Teftament, 
that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the tranfgreffors 
that were under theefirit tefta- 
ment, they which are called 
might receive the promife of 
theeternalinheritance. Agree- 
ably to which, the apottle John 
fays, ** and he is ‘the propitia- 
tion (ilalmos) for our fins, and 
not for our’s only, but for the 
fins of the whole world. 

Now, how highly- incon- 


fiftent it is, for a perfon to ac. 
knowledge the fcriptures as 
the infallible word of God, and 
yet deny the neceffity, propri- 
ety, or even poflibility of a- 
conement! Befides, if atone- 
ment, by the fubftitutional fuf- 
fering of the innocent, in the 
room of the guilty, be inadmif- 
fible, how can we, who are 
chargeable with innumerable 
crimes, who are infinitely in 
debt to thedivine Majefty, and 
have nothing to pay, hope to 
be faved? The law threatens 
a reafonable, though an end- 
lefs punifhment. If it be rea- 
fonable, it maft be neceflary. 
And if it be a reafonable and 
neceflary penalty, and nothing 
be introduced to anfwer its 
place in a governmental view, 
it mult be executed, other- 
wife that which is reafonable, 
which is proper, which is ne- 
ceffary to fupport the divine 
government, will not take 
place. But if the penalty mutt 
be excented, the door of hope 
isfhut. Thus it appears, that 
to deny the doctrine of atone- 
ment, in order to efcape the 
idea, that Chrift muft be more 
than a mere creature, involves 
an impofhibility of falvation. 

In reply to this, however, 
our adverfaries fay, that re- 
pentance is the only thing re- 
quifite to the confiftent par- 
don of the tranfgreffor. If the 
guilty creature do but return, 
with true contrition to his of- 
fended fovereign, he muft, fay 
they find pardon and accept- 
ance without any refpect to a- 
tenement. 


But 
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But we reply, that this con- 
tradiéts the exprefs do€trine of 
fcripture, which afferts, that 
without fhedding of blood there 
is no remiffion, and that we 
can be redeemed in no other 
way, than ‘* by the precious 
blood of Chrift, as a lamb 
without blemith ;’’ and more- 
over, that this idea of the 
acceptability of repentance, 
without any refpect to atone- 
ment, ev ridently implies, that 
repentance is the proper penal- 
ty of the divine law. If, by 
the repentance of the finner, 
the injury done to the divine 
government is repaired; if re- 
pentance. fatisfy the demands 
ot the divine law ; if the law re- 
quire nothing more, then it 
could never require any thing 
more. Coniequently repent- 
ance is the only penalty of the 
divine law : certainly whatever 
fatisfies a broken law, muit be 
its.only penalty. Toexact any 
thing beyond would not be equi- 
ty but cruelty. But what is re- 
peniance? It isnot natural evil. 
It is moral good. It is the du- 
tiful condudt, the amiable, hgly 
exercile of the creature, which 

cannot in the nature of things 
bea penalty, any more than the 
holinefs of angels can be a pe- 
nalty. Confequently this doc- 
trine of the acceptability of re- 
pentance, without atonement, 
neceflarily terminates in this, 
that the divine law hath no 
penalty, therefore that fin is 
no moral evil. For that. which 
deferves no punifhment cana 
not be a moral evil. Into fuch 
abfurdities thofe are driven, 

Vol. I. No. 2. 


tag 
who, to efcape the idea of the 
neceffity of Chritt’s being a di- 
vine perfon, deny the neceflity 
or pofhibility of atonement. 
But it is to be obferved, 

2. That fueh an high prieft 
became us, or it was neceflary 
that Chrift, as Redeemer, 
fhould be a perfon of uncreat- 


ed glory, in order that any love 
of the Father fhould be ex- 


prefled, in giving him up to. 


humiliation and death, in be- 
half of finners. 

From the whole current of 
fcripture, it appears to have 
been the defign of God, to act 
out the infinite benevolence of 
his nature in the falvation of 
{inners by Jefus Chri. This 
is the end for which the world 
was created. This is the end 
for which it is upholden. 
Hence we find, that the facred 
penmen celebrate, with pecu- 
liar pathos and devotion, the 
love of God manifefted in the 
gift of Chrift. ‘* Thanks be 
unto Ged for his un/peakable gift. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for the great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were 
dead in fins, hath quickened us 
together withChrift. By grace ye 
are faved. For fearcely for a@ 
righteous man will one die, yot 
peradventure for & good man 
/ome would even dare to die. But 
‘God commendcth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet 
jfinners, Chrift died for us. But 
if Chrift were of an imperfect 
moral charaéter, he would 
have been a gift unworthy of 
God; and if he were a mere 
creature, not partaking of di- 
R vine 
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vine glory, or one with God 
the Father, as his equal fon, 
it does not appear that God 
would have expreffed any love 
at all in gwing him to die for 


finners. For, between the di- 
vine and a created nature,there 
is an infinite diftance. And 
creatures, allowing for fome 
fmall circumftantial variations, 
are equally deartoGod. Their 
happinefs is of equal value in 
his efteem. ‘Fo deftine one 
therefore to die for another, 
though it might exprefs a par- 
tial, and therefore an unright- 
eous fondnefs for the one for 
whom theother fuffered, would 
not, on the whole, be expref- 
five of any love at all. 

Should a prince devote an 
mnocent fnbject to death, in 
the rooin of a guilty one, 
though it would be conduct 
favourable to the guilty, it 
would not on the whole be ex- 
preffive of any benevolence of 
heart. 

‘Becaufe no other circunr- 
ftance takes place, but a mere 
change of perfons, the hap- 
pinefs of each of whom is 
equally valuable, he has no 
miore right of property in the 
one than in the other, and no 
more good is brought to pafs, 
than if the innocent efcaped, 
and the guilty were punifhed. 
But if we fuppofe that he has 
an only fon, bearing his name, 
and heir to his kingdom, a fon 
of his peculiar affections, be- 

caufe united to him, by a pe- 
culiar and tender relation ; 
fhould he give up this fon to 
{ulfer in the ftead of one, or of 


a number of guilty perfons, 
that a confiftent ground might 
be formed for the remiffion of 
their punifhment, and acquit 
them accordingly, the tranfac- 
tion would evidently be ex- 
preffive of great love. Be- 
caufe, all the peculiar intereft 
and propriety which the prince 
has in his fon, he would vo- 
luntarily and difintereftedly fa- 
erifice. In the other cafe, 
having no more intereft-in one 
fubject than in another, to give 
one to die for another, can be 
no facrifice, and therefore no 
exprefhon of love. Now, if 
Chrift be a mere creature, he 
js infinitely below the Deity. 
He is but one among millions 
of other creatures. He is no 
more the fon of God than any 
angel in heaven. He is no 
more one with God than any 
angel. To give him therefore 
to die for finners can be no {a- 
crifice, and confequently no 
expreffion of love, any mere 
than for a prince. to give up 
one fubje&t to die for another. 
If it fhould be urged, that it 

is an exprefhionof love in God, 
to fend his fon into the world 
as a preacher of righteoufnefs, 
to inftruét mankind in’ the 
great principles of revealed re- 
ligion, to fet before them a 
perfect example, and feal his 
teitimony by a voluntary death, 
It may be anfwered, that this 

is placing the love of God in 
the thing performed, and not 
in the character fent, and is 
confequently a matter entitled 
to no particular celebrity ; the 
fame love being exprefied in 
the 
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the prophets, apoftles, and 
other holy men employed in 
providence to teach mankind. 
Thus are thofe who deny the 
real divinity of the Redeemer’s 
character driven to the awful 
ab{urdity of treating the ele- 
vated and devotional afcrip- 
tions of the Bible, with refpect 
to the love of God the Father, 
in the gift of Chrift, as words 
without a meaning. But on the 
orthodox fyftem, they have an 
import full of majefty and glory. 

. It was clearly neceffary, 
that Chriit fhould be a perfon 
of fuch divine dignity and glo- 
ry, in order that he jmight be 
an object of truft. No being 
can be a Redeemer who is not 
fit to. be trufted, and trufted 
with an ultimate and unreferv- 
ed afhance, correfponding to 
the redemption he propofes to 
accomplith. [t is not only ab- 
furd and delufive in its natu, 
but highly finful to place ulti- 
mate truft in an_ inadequate 
objet, and every creature 
muft be an inadequate object. 
Hence, God has exprefily ap- 
propriated truft to himfelf, and 
prohibited our placing it in a 
mere creature. Jer. xvii. 5, 7. 
** Thus faith the Lord, curfed 
be the manthattrufteth in man, 
and maketh flefh his arm, and 
whofe heart departeth from the 
Lord. Bleffed is the man that 
trufteth in the Lord, and whofe 
hope the Lord is.”’ 

The reafon of this reftraint 
is plain. Every creature is per- 
fectly dependent on the Crea- 
tor. He cannot be more than 
an active inftrument. He is 


131 
totally jncompetent to anfwer 
haskialies of a Saviour, ef- 
pecially with refpect to that 
falvation which mankind need. 
In the character of a Saviour, 
that there may exift a proper 
foundation for truft, there muft 
be united omniprefent and 
omnipotent power, to controul 
every intelligent creature, and 
every particle of matter in the 
univerfe,and makeevery thing 
fubfervient to the purpofe of 
faving; to fanétify the hearts 
of finners, to fecure them from 
the malice of wicked men and 
devils, to raife their bodies 
fromthe grave, and inveft them 
with imniortality, and to bring 
them triumphantly co the man- 
fions of heaven---Omnitcient 
underitanding, to know per- 
fectly, and at all times, their 
hearts, their dangers, their for- 
rows, and their wants. Infi- 
nite wifdom, to felect uner- 
ringly,from an infinite number 
of {uppofable {chemes, for the 
accomplifhment of the great 
obje&t, that which is beft, 
both with refpect to the end, 
and the infinity of antecedent 
means. Abfolute immutabili- 
ty, to profecute invariably the 
fame defigns---and infinite 
love, to ‘fe above millions of 
provocations, and embrace per- 
petually the fame great good. 
A being, not invefted with 
thefe prerogatives, cannot bea 
Saviour, nor would he be fit to 
be trufted for the purpofes of 
falvation. , 

The work to be effected is 
infinite. How prepofterous to 
rely on finite, dependent abili- 
ty 
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tumble to ruins. 
numerous and potent as they 
are, muft all be kept under 
perfect reftraint, and finally 
broken to pieces as a potter’s 


ty for its accomplifhment! 
But fuch a chara&ter mutt be 
higher than the heavens. {n 
him muft dwell all the fulnefs 
of the godhead bodily. Such 
a high prieft became us. And 
fuch a high prieft is Chritt. 
With all thefe prerogatives he 
is invefted: for he is ‘* the 
brightne(s of his Father’s glory, 
and the exprefs image of his 
perfon.”’ Hence, ultimate truft 
in him is not only permitted, but 
enjoined. ** Kifs the fon left he 
be angry, and ye perith from 
the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Bleffed 
are all they that put their truit 
in him.”’ 

4. It was neceflary that 
Chrift,as Redeemer, fhould be 
a perfon of divine dignity and 
glory, in order to his taking 
proper careofhischurch. The 
church is Chrift’s body. It isa 
{fpiritual kingdom, whichChritt 
has openly taken under his pe- 
culiar protection, which com- 
menced {oon after the apoftafy, 
has been rifling gradually on 
the ruins of that of Satan, 
through fucceffive ages to the 
preient time, and it is defigned 
to go forward, lengthening tts 
cords and firengthening its ftakes 
till the kingdom, and the great- 
nefs of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, fhall be given to 
the people of the faints of the 
moit high God. It is an in- 
tereft of immenfe worth, is the 
glory of this world, and is de- 
figned to be the glory of the 
univerfe. Now, fome ade- 
quate canfe mult fupport this 
immenfe building, or it will 


Its enemies, 


veficl. The means by which 
it is built up muft be main- 
tained. The hearts of all 
men, nay, all events muift be 
in the hands of its fupporter, 
otherwife there can exift no 
affurance that it will proceed 
on to its deftined perfection. 
And can a mere creature, a be- 
ing who is himfelf dependent, 
fallible, and impotent, be equal 
to fo great acharge? Might it 
not poflibly be in this cafe, in- 
deed muft it not inevitably be, 
that his enemies would be too 
powerful for him ; that his ex- 
ertions would be baffled ;_ that 
his defigns would be defeated, 
and the church, with all! the 
hopes of its moft zealous 
friends, utterly fail ? 

It was necedlary, therefore, 
that the Redeemer fhould be 
more than a mere creature; 


that he fhould be poffeffed of 


unlimited and infallible dif- 
cernment, perceiving, uner- 
tingly, all exiitences, relations 
and events, from the founda- 
tion of the world to eternity ; 
that his agency fhould be irre- 
fiftible and commenfurate with 
the wants of his kingdom ; thai 
his cavacities fhould be compe- 
tent to the accomplifhment of 
infinite defigns, and the difpo- 
fal of all things to an eternity. 
To fay that he might be a 
mere creature, and yct poffei- 
fed of all thefe powers repre- 
sntatively, or by delegation, 
ay 


~~ 





aed 


eos ee 


— 


ose 











THE THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE 33 


every aggravation be perfectly 
known, and the jnftt defert of 
every tranfgreffion completely 


as fome infinuate, is to fay 
what cannot be proved. For 
omnifcience,omniprefence,un- 
changeablenefs, and power to 
create andcontroul efhiciently, 
are incommunicable perfec- 
tions of Deity. 

It was nece Bary that the 
Redeemer of the world thould 
be a perfon of divine dignity 
and glory, in erder that he 
might judge the world in right- 
eoutnefs. 

It is indeed true, for ought 
that appears to the contrary, 
it might have been confiftent 
for the infinite Father, as God, 
diftinét from the Son, to judz re 
the univerfe, and difpofe of all 
things in the invifible and eter- 
nal ftate. But the fcriptures af- 
fure us that the Son, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, is conftituted the 
final judge of the world. For 
Chrift exprefily affures us, that 
‘« the Father hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son.’’ See 
alfo ACtsi. 11. xvii. 31. 2 
Theff. 1. 6, 7,8, 9, 10. 

Now, to the proper execu- 
tion of this immenfe work of 
judging the world, it is evident 
that infinite a bilities are requj- 
lite. For every character mutt 
be weighed in the even balance 
of perfect reétitude. To do 
this, it is neceflary that every 
relation be comprehended, that 
every obligation be feen in its 
precife extent, that a proper 
eftimate be placed on ever 
being, every action, and every 
circumftance in the univerte, 
that fin in every creature, with 
all the knowledge  againft 
which it is committed, and 


afcertained. The judge there- 
fore muft be poffeffed of that 
prerogative, peculiar to Deity, 
of fearching the hearts and try- 
ing the retite of the children of 
men. He muft, with an infi- 
nitely comprehentive and dif- 
criminating view,look through . 
all events, and a whole eter- 
nity. He muft have ability to 
feparate, with pei fect difcern- 
ment, between his friends and 
his enemies, to lead the former 
triumphantly to glory, and to 
confign the latter to endlefs 
puniinment. He muft have 
all the minds of all the millions 
in each world, conftantly and 
forever under his influence, 
that he may fill the one clafs 
with joy, and the other with 
defpair. Now is it conceiva- 
ble, that a mere creature, even 
though he be the higheft crea- 
ture in the univerfe, fhould be 
equal to fo complicated, fo ar- 
duous and endlefs awork? Iris’ 
impoffible: becaufe finite abi- 
lities cannot reach to infinite 
objects. It was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, therefore, that the Sa- 
viour be a being of divine glory. 

Fyom the foregoing obfer- 
vations feveral corollaries na- 
turally prefent themfelves. I 
will, however, fuggeft but the 
two following 

1. That in order to the fal- 
vation of guilty finners of the 
human race, it is abfolutely 
requifite that the divine Being 
exift ina trinity of perfons ; 
or it is neceflary, in order to 

render 
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object of truft, a being in the 
gift of whom the love of God 
may be expreffed, capable of 
taking proper care of the 
church, and competent to judge 


sender the do@trine of falvation 
confiftent and admiffible, that 
the fcripture doctrine be true. 
‘That there are three perfons in 
the Godhead, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoit, thefe 
three being one God, the fame 
in fubftance, and equal in 
power and glory, has always 
been a doétrine of the church 
of Chrift, found in all its creeds 
and formulas of faith, in almott 
every part of the chriftian 
world, and confidered as one 
of the pillars of theoretic chrif- 
tianity. The mott diftinguith- 
ed fathers and divines 1@ the 
chriftian church have contend- 
ed earnettly for it, and fome 
have fuffered in its fupport. 
Now this dodtrine is not only 
true, asit is certainly im the 
mof exprefs manner revealed 
in the {criptures, but it is ab- 
folurely neceflary to render the 
fcripture dotrine of falvation 
at all admiffible. For it hath 
been proved, in the preceding 
obifervations, that inordertothe 
contiftent pardon and falvation 
of the guilty, there muft be an 
atonement made by a volun- 
tary fubttitutional facrifice, 
which, in the divine govern- 
ment, thall be of equivalent 
force with the penalty of the 
divine law, which penalty is 
endlets luifering ; and that an 
atonement of finite value, or 
made by a merecreature, mutt 
be infinitely inadequate to this 
object, it bearing no proportion 
tothe guilt of finners. It has 
been proved alfo, that the per- 
fon faving, after the atonement 
1s completed, muft be a proper 


the world. It has been proved 
alfo, that no mere created abi- 
lities are equal to thefe objects ; 

that they require a character 
poffefied of divine preroga- 
tives, unlimited power, omni- 
{cient knowledge, univerfal 
prefence, and ettrnal defign, 
having all events in his hand, 

and all beings at his difpofal. 

Without thefe falvation is im- 
poflible. The confequence is, 
that a mere creature cannot 
fave. There muft then be in 
the divine nature fome perfonal 
diftin&tion, fome difcrimina- 
tion, diverfe from abfolute uni- 
ty, laying a foundation for 
perfonal addreffes,the difcharge 
of. perfonal aie. and the ac- 
complifhment of appropriate 
works. There muft be one to 
whom fatisfaction is rendered, 
or who exercifes the peculiar 
rites of the Godhead as the Fa- 
ther; there muft be one fatis- 
fying and difcharging the infi- 
nite offices of a Saviour ; and 
there muft be one applying, 
by a particular agency, the re- 
demption purchated, an{wering 
to the particular names which 
the fcriptures give to them, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghott. 

Though I do not deny but 
that this fubje&t is almoft too 
high for human inquiry, and 
quite too high for complete hu- 
man inveftigation, yet to me it 
isevident beyond contradiction, 

that 
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that were there no foundation 
in the nature of Deity for this 
doctrine, the falvation of a fin- 
gle finner would be utterly im- 
pofible. 

2. It follows from the fore- 
going obfervations, that thofe 
who deny the proper deity of 
Chrift, and hold him to be no 
more than a mere man, or at 
moft a mere creature, as the 
Arians and Socinians do, treat- 
ing him asa mere creature, and 











refufing to pay him any divine 
honours, are chargeable with 
denying in effect the whole 
gofpel. All its peculiar glory, 
all that in it which has been 
the admiration ana joy of faints 
in every age, they level to the 
ground. It is evident, that if 
Chriit be a mere creature, there 
is no atonement provided for 
finners ; and they mutt ftruggle 
with the penalty of the divine 
law as well as they can. 





Extraéted from Mr. Nile’s Sermon on Sinful Pleafure. 


THAMBES converfing 
with his friend, of the 
nature and certainty of hell 
torments, and the expofednefs 
of finners to fall into them, ob- 
ferved, that it was ftrange they 
did not difcover more atten- 
tion to their prefent and future 
ftate. I, continued he, have 
wondered a thoufand times at 
my own former ftupidity in 
this particular. My parents 
were tender of me, for I was 
an only fon ; my eternal in- 
tereft lay near their hearts, for 
they were truly pious. Thefe 
two principles rendered them 
very careful of my education, 
efpecially the religious part of 
it. When TI refle& on their 
manner of explaining fpiritual 
and eternal realities, I am a- 
mazed, that the ideas never 
{truck my mind. They warn- 
ed me againft vicious and vain 
courtes, in the molt affection - 
ate and forcible manner. Still 
{ ruthed into them. They re- 
monftrated like parents that 
felt for the good of my foul, 


while they faw clearly the dan- 
ger of my fituation. I felt no 
force in all they faid, and pur- 
fued my courfe without inter- 
ruption. A fenfe of honour 
held me back from thofe prac- 
tices which are called openly 
vicious; but not from fuch as 
are, at once, pleafing to the 
airy mind, and licenced by 
cuftom. In thefe I was a ring- 
leader. Theeyes of the young 
people all around were fixedon 
me, and my projections and 
examples were followed by all. 
Death, judgment, heaven, hell, 
God, and the devil, were 
words often in my mouth, but 
their import never entered my 
heart. ‘Thefe things appeared 
to me fo very like fiction, that 
I remember once, when at 
church, to have laughed at an 
acquaintance whom I faw 
weeping, and trembling under 
afermon on that awful text, 
‘« Depart from me, ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels,”’ 
and afterwards rallied him for 

his 
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his pufillanimity. Indeed I 
was a ftranger to fear of every 
kind. Thus I hurried on to- 
ward deftruction, and drew af- 
ter me all | could; till once 
on a dreadful night, the idea of 
which eternity can never de- 
face trom my memory, I was 
forced to a ftand. It was an 
evening on which the beauti- 
ful, fprightly, young and irre- 


ligious Lepida had a little be-. 


Sate delired me to appoint a 
dance. I complied; and the 
next day an invitation was 
handed round among our com- 
panions. I promited mylelf 
much pleafure that evening in 
the frolicfome fpirit of Lepida. 
But now I began to find, that 
difappointment ftood ready to 
fru(trate my fondett hopes ; for 
two days before the with’d for 
evening came, I heard Lepida 
was very ill of an acute fever, 
and that her {pirits were very 
much depreffed ; on which I 
refolved to make her a vifit, 
and banter her dejection. I 
came to the houfe, and was 
told, her cafe was defperate. 
On my entering the room, 
the, with a countenance full 
of meaning, cried out, ‘* O 
Athambes, | am going to hell! 
{ fec an innumerable company 
of infernal {pirits crouding all 
around me, and fierce as en- 
raged tygers, they ftruggle to 
fall on my poor foul, from 
which I fee them kept at a lit- 
tle diftance, for a little while, 
by the almighty hand of God, 
which, | oblerve, continually 
fuffersthem to approach nearer 


and nearer !’? She fhrunk, 


fhrieked, and cried, «¢O they 
feize me!”’ With which the 
ceafed to breathe, and trembled 
into death. At firft, this 
dreadful {cene a little thocked 
my refolution, but I foon re- 
gained my carelefs ftate, by 
perfuading mylfelf fhe was de- 
lirious. | attended her fune- 
ral on the day preceding the 
evening which the had propo- 
fed for “the dance. To fee her 
breathIe{s corpfe, and call to 
mind her dying appearance, I 
confefs, cait a flight damp on 
my ipirits ; but faying as Ne- 
hemiah ag in avery different 
caufe, ** fhould fuch a man as 
I flee?’’ I went from her grave 
to the place of rendezvous, 
where my companions foon al- 
fembled. A gloom fat on eve- 
ry countenance, but the pride 
of each one forbid his lips to 
confefs the feelings of his heart. 
“My prefence contributed not a 
little to hide and banifh their 
melancholy fenfations, and fi- 
nally, in fpite of the grave, I 
clothed their countenances in 
ufual gaiety. I bid the mufic 
play, and led the dance. I for- 
got the dead Lepida, who was 
the firft projeCtor of the prefent 
amufement. My fpirits re- 
turned in full flow, and fora 
time | was free from every 
gloom: but in the height of 
my amufement Lepida occurred 
to my mind. I ttrove to turn 
off my attention, but in vain, 

for the idea became brighter 
and brighter, till ar lencth her 
pale ghott ftood full before my 
eyes, or imagination, | know 
not which. She ftood filent 
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for a minute, and then, in the 
hoarfe hollow voice of the 
tombs, faid, ** O wretched A- 
thambes! Lhave to inform you 
that my ruin is complete. | 
find by awful experience, that 
the dreadful ftate to which I 
am configned, is far, very far 
different from what I imagined 
while I was alive. Devils fen- 
fibly hovered around me in the 
laft miferable hours of my life ; 
at length the Almighty gave 
them a loofe, when they feiz- 
ed my foul, tore it from the 
body, and hurried it down to 
hell. I had, often, heard 
death called a great change, 
but knew not why. That was 
left for me to learn by experi- 
ence; and dreadful experience 
hath effe€tually taught me. 
While I lived, the greatnefs, 
prefence, omnifcience, and 
omnipotence of God, and his 
irreconcileable averfion to fin, 
appeared rather imaginary than 
real; but now, by a certain 
fenfe to which you area ftran- 
ger, | perceive them as clear] 
as ever you perceived any ob- 
ject whatever. Formerly, I 
little thought what numbers of 
angels, both good and bad, 
were witneffes to my condut ; 
but now, lam as fenfible of 
their company as ever I was 
of your’s. I was like a blind 
man amidft great numberssof 
filent perfons, without know- 
ing it; and my furprife was as 
great as it would be for him to 
receive his fight, and as he 
opened his eyes, to find him- 
felf f{urrounded by an innumer- 
able company. Indeed mv 
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furprife was greater, in pro- 
portion to the more important 
and interefting nature of the 
beings around me. The ter- 
ror occafioned by the change, 
Was as great as the furprife. 
Immediately on opening my 
eyes’ in the world of {pirits, 
l had the moft clear view of 
the great God’s perfe& oppo- 
fition to me. Infinite abhor- 
rence and indignation kindled 
his eyes into a perfeé flame. 
Their very glance appears to 
be omnipotent, and they feem 
fo entirely, conftantly, and 
piercingly fixed on me, as to 
render it impoffible for him to 
attend to any other being; and 
yet, each of the creature fpi- 
rits make fuch expreffions as 
indicate the fame perceptions 
of the divine attention to them, 
as I fecl in myfelf. I never 
was more fully convinced of 
any thing whatever, than that 
God fo attends to every particle 
of matter in the earth, in the 
bodies of animals, and in the 
motes that play in the air, that, 
were they poffeffed of rational 
powers, they would think it 
ir*pofhible for any thing -elfe 
to be the objeét of his atten- 
tion. ‘The holy angels, who 
appear almoft innumerable, 
feem as obfervant of me as 
it is poffible for them to be, 
and thofe of the loweft rank 
are cloathed in far greatér 
majefty tha ever my ima- 
gination aftribed to any be- 
ing, while I was in life. Yet 
thefe, when compared to fome 
of an higher order, are like 
the {malleft ftars when com- 

pared 
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Sinful {pirits are fuel to it, and 
combuftible as melted fulphur, 

fo that the whole together is 
moft fitly termed a lake thag 
burns with fire and brim/flane, of 


which the fierce burning of 


pared to the fun in all his 
greatnefs ; and even thofe of 
the higheft rank have no more 
majefty, in comparifon with 
God, than the meancft worm 
when compared with a king. 
The fallen angels themfelves 
are cloathed in terrible great- 
nefs. Their power, know- 
ledge, pride and malice are fo 
reat and confpicuous, that I 
cannot behold them but witlr 
hesror and amazement. So 
active, unmixed, blind, furi- 
ous and powerful is their fpite, 
that they feem to be rather a 
prodigious mafs of liquid fire, 
thandiftin&t reafonable beings. 
A look from an holy an ¥ 
fcorches me through, and t 
continual piercing gaze of 
fuch mekitudes is like fire in 
my bones. But alas! all this 
would be tolerable, was it not 
for the idéa contained in that 
expreffion of the faints, ‘* Our 
God is aconfuming fire.’ His 
eves, like flames of fire, look 
me through, and confume 
every particle at every inftant, 
while his almighty power is, 
forever, employed in the pro- 
duction of new ones, whigh 
are ftill more fufceptible of pain 
than the former. Now, I per- 
ceive how differant the ten- 
dency of fin ts from that of ho- 
linefs. While God proves a 
confuming fire to me, to holy 
créatures he is as the fire of 
the refiner, which, while it 
proves deftrutive to the drofs, 
purities and brightens the gold. 
The very flame, that confumes 
me, is the proper and pleafant 
clement of holy creatures. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, 
when fever times heated, was 
but a faint fhadow. To be 
confined with a great number 
of men raving in diftraction, 
aad at liberty, would be dread- 
fvl, but fuch a ftate would be 
4 very paradife, compared to 
my confinement with the fier 

fpirits of hell. Dreadful ex. 
perience hath taught me the 
mmport of that declaration of 
God, Prov. i. 32. The pro/peo 
rity of fools faall defiroy them. 
My enjoyments and purfuits, 
once, laid the foundation for 
my deftruction, and now their 
ghofts haunt me. My appe- 
tite for pleafures is as ftrong 
as ever, yet I am unable to 
enjoy them, both on account 
of my banifhment from this 
world, the only place in which 
they can be found, and on ac- 
count of my deftitution of ne- 
ceflary organs: for, though I 
feem to have a body, I have 
none of the bodily fenfes ; and 
while I pant, in vain, fer 
worldly good, andam torment- 
ed with a keen fenfe of its lofs, 
my confcience thows me the 
foily and fin of my former en- 
joyments, and lathes me for 
my prefent defires. Alas! I 


need no other evidence, than 
what I have, that de/i ght i is not 
feemly for a faol. The death of 
a desr fifter, fome ears ago, 

‘Lean le 
affliction, 


{eemed to be an in 
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afiGion, but this was nothing, 
compared with what I fince 
feel. Atdeath, I loft all my 
brothers and fifters, my father 
and mother, all my friends 
and acquaintance, my ‘health 
and eafe, my jo!lity and mirth, 
my food andraiment, and the 
quiet into which ftupidity had 
thrown my confcience, All 
comfort is taken from me, and 
I cannot fo much as hope for 
the leaft fympathy or compaf- 
fion from any being whatever. 
Once, I fondly, and falfly 
hoped for eternal felicity, be- 
caufe I often heard that God 
was merciful; but now I am 
deprived of the pleafure even 
of that ill-grounded hope. In- 
ftead of a falfe hope of fome 
trifling good, well grounded 
fears of eternally increafin 

woe harrows up my foul. 6 
that I might return to the ftate 
in which you faw me juft be- 
fore my death, and remain in 
it forever! It would be hea- 
ven, compared to my prefent 
condition. The moft diftref- 
fing cirenmftances of mortal 
mén afe greatly alleviated by 
the enjoyment of a clear and 
conftant exercife of reafon ; but 
to me, my reafonisacurfe. Q 
for an eternal delirium! Iam 
forced to think clearly, clofely, 
and continually, on an almoft 
endlefs train of objeéts, each 
individual of which excites fen- 
fations far more painful than 
all I felt in life. The reafon 


you are not thrown into the 
utmoft confternation and hor- 
ror at my condition, is not be- 
eaufe it is not moft exquifitely 
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wretched, but becaufe you have 
no fenfes adapted to perceive 
it, by any other means than 
my defcription; and fo barren 
is human languange, and fo 


narrow the conceptions of 
mortal minds, that I can give 
you but the fainteft idea of my 
woe. There is reafon to con- 
clude you will foon be with 
me, and know by experience, 
what you cannot conceive at 
prefent. Thea, and not till 
then, will you fully know 
the fenfe of that prophecy, 
There fhall be weeping and gnaft- 
ing of teeth. 1 cannot forget 
any thing I ever did, any word 
{ ever fpake, nor any thought 
that ever paffed my mind. On 
the contrary, the ideas of them 
are continually brightening ; 
and my fenfe of their abomin- 
able and fhameful nature, and 
of their being perfeCtly known 
to all intelligences, is ever in- 
creafing. lam forced to think, 
conftantly, how loathfome my 
charaétei is, and how deformed 
my conduct; and the thought 
fills me with tormenting re- 
morfe. I fee the contemptible- 
nefs of my conduét and con- 
dition, and am overwhelmed 
with thame. My whole heart 
is fo oppofed to God, that every 
inftance of his conduct fills me 
with rage and revenge. A 
fenfe of his power, and m 

own impotency, fills me wit 

chagrin. A_ perfect view of 
the infallible truth of the di- 
vine threatenings, and an ex- 
perimental knowledge of their 
awful import, fill me with dif- 


traction and defpair. A on 
oO 
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hear God himfelf addreffing 


me and all {inners with me, in 


of the happinefs of God and his 
holy fervants,generate the moft 
vigorous envy. Ihe thought 
of lok zood drowns me in 
orief. My felf-deftroying fol- 
ly creates revenge towards 
myfelf. Difappointment, op- 
pofition and defpair, fill me 
with malice. The fight of 
God fills me with terror. The 
fightof my brother hell-hounds 
fills me with horror. Patt, 
prefent, and future, and all the 
different worlds, perfons, and 
events, are fo many fources of 
woe. I am compofed of keen 
fenfibility, extenfive and dit- 


tin knowledge, together with fe 


all the tormenting paffionsand 
apprehenfions, that can take 
place. There is nothing in 
me, or my circumftances, that 
tends to happinefs, or to miti- 
gate my anguifh, Thuslam 
prepared to be one eternal fit 
of madnefs. I have been tho- 
roughly taught what is meant 
by avellel of wrath fitted to de- 
ftruction.”’ 

Here Lepida made a paufe 
for a moment, in which time 
her vifage collected a dreadful 
Jouring fiercenefs, and then, 
with a voice as malicious and 


ftern, the cried, ‘+ In {pite of 


malice and revenge, lam forced 
to fay, Athambes, prepare to 
meet your God ;”’ then inftantly 
vagithed. Upon this, continu, 
ed Athambes, I flew, I knew 
not how, from the dance to my 
father’s houfe, retired to a 
chamber, faw a bible, took it 
up, and opening, fegmed to 


* Prov. i. 20. 


the following terms: Becaufe I 

called, and ye refufed, I have 
retched out my hand, but no man 
regarded; but ye have fet at 
nought all my coun/els, and would 
none of my reproof: I alfo will 
laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock when your fear. cometh; 
when your fear cometh as defola- 
tion, and your deftruétion as a 
whirlwind; when difire/s and 
anguifa cometh upon you ; then 


frall they call upon me, but Iwill 


not anfwer; they fhall [eek me 
early, but they faall not find me ; 
ar that they hated knowledge, 
and did not choafe the fear of the 
Lord: They would none of my 
counfel,. and defpifed all my re- 
proof; therefore fhall they eat the 
Sruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices ; for 
the turning away ot the fimple 
fall flay them, and the profperity 
of fools fhall defiroy them.* 
Thinking on this, and unde- 
fignedly turning to another 
place, [ calt my eyes on this 
expreflion of Jefus Chrift, Woe 
unto you that laugh now, for ye 
fiall mourn and weep.t Thus 
I turned from place to place, 
and wherever I looked, I faw 
nothing but what feemed to 
prefage my deftruction. At 
length I fell on that faying, 
Delight is not feemly for a fool, 
and was fo thoroughly con- 
vinced of its truth, as to be pe- 
culiarly guarded againft finful 
pleafure ever fince. 


+ Luke vi. 26. 


From 
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From the (London) Evangelical Magazine. 
To the Evirors, 


(SENTLEMEN, 
HE following letter was 
writen by the Rev. Mr. 
Kinfman to a lady at Briftol, 
to whom the care of the educa- 
tion of his daughter was com- 
mitted. If it fhould prove 
even the leaft check to that fad 
conformity to a finful world, 
fo exprefily forbidden in /crip- 
ture, and now teo common 
among the profeffors of reli- 
gion, my end in fending it, and 
your’s in publifhing it, will be 
anfwered. 


‘¢ THE confufion attending 
the change of your habitation, 
perhaps, made you forget what 
Itold you when I firtt placed 
my daughter under your care. 
I {hall anfwer your’s fully, by 
juft repeating it. 

*¢ T then faid, I did not put my 
daughter abroad to learn to be 
the fine lady, but to be the 
houfe-wife, &c. that I neither 
defired nor expected her fta- 
tion in life to be exalted; and 
that her improvement in {pel - 
ling, writing and piain work, 
next to her better part, was all 
we expected while fhe was 
with you; and I am fully per- 
fuaded this will be of greater 
advantage to her, in future 
life, than tomake a fine cour- 
tefy. As for dancing, I abhor 
and proteft againft it, as a chrif- 
tian and a preacher of the 
gofpel. I fee the dreadful evils 
in this populous town, which 
that one thing isan inlet to. 


Tt is true, I read ia the New 
Teftament of one dancing 
match, and that ended, as Bi- 
fhop Hall faith, in fending 
John Baptift’s. body to the 
grave, and Herod’s foul to hell. 
Thefe may be unwelcome 
thingsto the miftrefs of a board- 
ing {chool. 

** But, dear madam, you know 
my character in life, apd I 
muft aé&t confiftently, as kex- 
pect to give an account. You 
may remember, when fuch a 
matter was talked of, you faid, 
vou could, without the help of 
fuch a mafter, undertake to 
teach my girl to behave de- 
cently, and we fhall be quite 
fatished with fuch a courtef 
as Mrs. B. is capable of teach- 
ing her, nay, I would quite 
excule all fuch ceremony, if at 
every convenient feafon you 
would fpend a few minutes in 
teaching her to bow the knee 
to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; and by thus 
bowing the knee together, go- 
vernefs and f{cholar, you would 
bid fair, however awkward 
you might appear before the 
ions of earth, to bow at laft 
among higher company in 
realms of blifs. Whenever 
you have begun I fhall be glad 
to hear from you about the beft 
of things. ‘The hurry of bu- 
finefs is enfnaring. Guard 
againft too much care, Watch 
and pray.” 


A clear 
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For the THEOLoGIcAL MAGAZINE. 


A clear and diftin@t Knowledge of the heavenly Sources of Ha pinefs, 
and a Relifh for them neceffary to have the Affurance of Faith. 


HAT faints may obtain 

in thts dife an affurance, 

or certainty, that they are the 
heirs of future glory, is fully 
taught in feveral paffages- of 
fcripture, Heb. vi. 13. It is 
evident, Paul, from what he 
favs, had this affurance. At 
the clofe of his life he faid, «* I 
have fought a good fight, I 
have kept the faith ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me acrown 
of righteoufnefs.”? If it is at- 
tainable. what is neceffary to 
an attainment {> detirable? An 


_anfwer to this inquiry will be 


contained in tlre following ob- 
fervations. 

1. All things which afford 
delight to faints and angels in 
‘heaven, are fources of their 
happinefs. Heaven is a ftate 
of perfect-happinefs. Burt as 
all happinefs is derived from 
fources of fome kind or other, 
thofe which afford endlefs de- 
light above, muft be fuficient 
to fatisfy the heart, and conti- 
nue forever; otherwife hea- 
ven will not be a ftate of per- 
fect and endilefs felicity. 

2. No being can enjoy a 
fource of happinefs unlefs he 
has a relifh for it. If a man 
is furrounded with a thoufand 
fources of pleafure, if he has 
no tafte or relith for them, he 
may be miferable, notwith- 
ftanding any fatisfaction thefe 
will afford him. No one can 
be happy in a future ftate, who 
has no relifh for the enjoy- 


ments of it. But he who 
has a relifh for thofe enjoy- 
ments which conftitute the 
happinefs of heaven, will be 
happy here, fo far as he has a 
relith for them, and they are 
known; and perfeétly happy, 
when he orrives to the full pof- 
fefion of them. 

. The ftronger the relith, 
the greater affurance a perfon 
may have, that he takes delight 
in the fources of heavenly blef- 
fednefs. All thofe who are 
pleafed with the things with 
which God is pleafed, and 
hate the things which he hates, 
are his children. They are 
born again, and have the fpirit 
and temper of Jehovah; and 
are heirs to future glory. Theie 
who know they have this god- 
like difpofition, may know 
they fhall live with God in 
heaven forever. For, to fuch 
perfons eternal life is promifed. 
But they are affured they have 
this divine tem er, fo far as 
they are certain, that the 
fources of happinels i in heaven 
afford them the greateft delight 
and fatisfaction in this world. 
This affurance, if well found- 
ed, will not be greater than 
the relifh they have for thefe 
enjoyments. A perfon’s heart 
is fometimes fo indifferent to- 
wards certain things, that he is 
unable to determine, whether 
they are agreeable or difagree- 
abletohim. But when he has 


a ftrong relith for an obje&, 
he 
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he is fure that he loves it. The 
affection is fenfibly fele, and is 
attended with a full conviction 
of itsexiftence. Hencea cer- 
tainty of love to God, to his 
fervice, and for the happinefs. 
of his friends, or any other 
fource of future bleflednefs, 
will be lefs or greater, in pro- 
portion to the relith any perfon 
has for them. According to 
the ftrength or weaknefs of his 
relifh, his opinion of his own 
ftate will be lefs or more pro- 
bable, from the greateft doubts 
and fears to the higheft affur- 
ance which any can enjoy in 
this life. Hence, no perfon 
may expect to have affur- 
ance, fo long as his relifh for 
heavenly things is weak and 
fmall. To have the tafte cul- 
tivated and increafed to a moft 
ardent thirft, and longing of 
foul tor God and heavenly 
fources of delight, is neceflary 
to a full afurance of faith. 

4. Forany perfonto know he 
thall enjoy heavenly fources of 
happinefs after death, he muft 
havea knowledge of. them. Ifa 
perfon is furropnded with ever 
fo many enjoyments, and has no 
conception, or knowledge of 
them, they can afferd him no 
kind of fatisfa€tion. A know- 
ledge of an object is always 
neceflary to the enjoyment of 
it. Whatever the heart enjoys 
is firft feen by the underftand- 
ing. Indeed,- every object, 
when perceived, affords plea- 
fure or pain, in proportion to 
the clearnefs of our view, and 
the relith or difrelifh we have 
for it. Every fource of hap- 





pinefs muft, therefore, be 
known to pleafe; and mult 
pleafe, that we may know we 
have a relifh for it. 

5. This knowledge muft be 
juft and determinate, if we 
would avoid deception. Our 
ideas of heaven mutt be deter- 
minate. We muft not be con- 
tented with a belief that future 
happinefs is derived from any 
thing that is pleafing to us here, 
for this is not true. Future 
bleffednefs is derived from cer- 
tain fources ; if we know what 
thefe are, our ideas are deter- 
minate; otherwife we have 
only this general idea, that 
heaven is a flate of happinefs. 
Our ideas mutt bejuft. We may 
believe that the happinefs of 
heaven is derived from particus 
lar fources, and yet be miftaken 
refpecting them, believing they 
are what they are not. The 
Mahometans believe there is a 
heaven, and that happinefs is 
derived from certain fources, 
as fully as chriftians. Their 
ideas of thefe fources are very 
different in many réefpects from 
ours. If we have true and juft 
ideas of heaven, their ideas are 
falfe. They know. they have 
a relifl: for thofe things which, 
in their view, conititute the 
bleffednefs of heaven. Yet, 
when they reach a future 
world, and there find none of 
thofe fources of happinefs of 
which they had formed an idea 
in this life, they will be difap- 
pointed, and difcover too late 
their fatal deception. We 
may in like manner, by falfe 
ideas of heaven, deceive our- 
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felves. Juft and determinate 
ideas of heaven are neceflary to 
guard againft deception, and to 
Jay a foundation to build that 
affured hope upon, which may 
never meet with difappoint- 
ment. 

A man may be informed of 
a certain country in this world, 
where all the inhabitants are 
perfectly happy ; and he may 
believe the information; and 
hence conclude, if he were 
there he fhould alfo be per- 
fectly happy. As all men love 
happinefs, and are fond of 
every place of happinefs, this 
man, without obtaining, by 
inquiry, any determinate or 
yuft ideas of throfe things which 
render the inhabitants happy, 
may take a journey witha view 
not to return, but to take up 
his abode in this delightful 
part of the world. When he 
arrives at the country, he finds 
the climate, the water and the 
fruit of it are perfectly agreea- 
ble te the tafte and conftitution 
of the inhabitants ; that their 
manners and employments are 
agreeable tothem; butall thefe 
things are perfeCily difagreea- 
ble to him; he is while there 
chhbdualie:i in mifery. Many, 
it is to be feared, are defirous 
of going to hbehvien only be- 
caule they hear it is a place of 
happinefs ; and as they know 
they Jove happinefs, hence con- 
clude they thall go to heaven, 
and give themfelves no further 
trouble to form jult and par- 
tictlar ideas re{pecting that 
worldofreft. Sugh may expect 
to meet with difappointiment. 





6. Our ideas of the heavenly 
fources of happinefs mult be 
clear and diftin@t, as well as: 
juft, that we may have that af- 
fured hope which will never 
be difappointed. * 

A man may know that the 
fourcesof happinefsto the inha- 
bitants of the country which 
has been broughtinto view are, 
the climate, the water, the food, 
and fruit, the employments 
and recreations of the people ; 
yet have no clear or diftin& hoy 
idea of their nature, or whether 
they would be agreeable to his 
tafte and conttitution. To be 
in a fituation to form a right 
judgment of this country, he 
muit have juft ideas of the par- 
ticular things which conftitute 
the happinefs of it; and clear 
and diltinét ideas of their na- 
ture. Then he may know 
whether they fuit his tafte and 
conflitution: if they do, he 
may be aflured, that if he were 
an inhabitant of it he fhould be 
perfectly happy. 

In like manner, if profef- 
fing chriitians have a know- 
ledge of thofe things in parti- 
cular, which are the fources 
of happinefs in heaven, and 
are acquainted with their na- 
ture, and have that relith for 
them which they ought to 
have, they may know whether 
they fhould be happy to live in 
a world of this defcription. 

But, fo far as they have 
wiong ideas refpecting them, 
or their nature, they are liable 
to torm a falfe opinion of them- 
felves, and to live and die ina 
fatal deception. 


Chiif 
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4. Chriftian fruit is an evi- 
dence of grace. Whatfoever 
is moft agreeable willbe cho- 
fen; and our choice governs 
our practice. If, then, heaven- 
ly things are the objeéts of our 


chief and daily attentions and~ 


purfuit, this is an evidence, 
that they are the objects of our’ 
choice, and confequently our 
chief fources of delight. Bur 
if we daily neglect them, and 
the things of time and fenfe are’ 
our greateft enjoyments, the 
evidence is againft us. But’ 
not to dwell on this particular, 
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which is fo frequently enlarged 
upon, let it be obferved, that 
if the knowledge of heavenly 
things, which have been de- 
feribed, is fo neceffary to pre- 
vent deception, and. attain af- 
furance, they ought to be fre- 
quently and Utatly illuftrated, 
and held up to the view of pro- 
feffing chriftians. An enume- 
ration and defcription of the 
principal fources of endlefs fe- 
licity will, therefore, be at- 
tempted. 
(To be continued.) 











OF REVERENCING THE DEITY. 
{ From Paley’s Moral Philofophy.] 


IHE knowledge of what 

is due to the folemnity 

of thofe interefts, concerning 
which revelation profeffes to 
inform and dire& us, may teach 
even thole who are leaft in- 
clined to refpect the prejudices 
of mankind, to obferve a de- 
corum in the ftyle and conduct 
of religious difquifitions, with 
the neglect of which, many 
adverfaries of chriftianity are 
juftly chargeable. Serious ar- 
guments are fair on all fides. 
Chriftianity is but ill defended 
by refufing audience or tolera- 
tion to the objections of unbe- 
lievers. But whilft we would 
have freedom of inquiry re- 
ftrained by no laws, but thofe 
of decency, we are entitled to 
demand on behalf of a religion, 
which holds forth to mankind 
affurances of immortality, that 
its credit be affailed by no 
other weapons than thofe of 

Vol. I. No. 2. 


fober difcuffion and legitimate 
reafoning---that the truth or 
falfehood of chriftianity be ne- 
ver made a topic of raillery, a 
theme for the exercife of wit 
or eloghence, or a fubjec& of 
contemtion for literary fame 
and victory---that the caufe be 
tried upon its merits-«-that all 
applications to the fancy, paf- 
fions, or prejudices of the 
reader, all attempts to pre-oc- 
cupy, enfnare or perplex his 
judgment, by any art, influ- 
ence, or impreffion whatfoever, 
extrinfic to the proper grounds 
and evidence upon which his 
affent ought to proceed, be re~ 
jected froma queftion, which 
invelves in its determination, 
the hopes, the virtue, and re- 
pofe of millions---that the con- 
troverfy be managed on both 
fides with fincerity, that is, 
that nothing be produced in the 
writings of either, contrary 
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to, or bevond, the. writer’s 
own knowledge and perfua- 
fion---that objections and dif- 
ficulties be propofed from no 
other motive, than an honeft 
and ferious defire to obtain far 
tisfaction, or to communicate 
information which may pro- 
mote the difcovery and pro- 
grefs of truth---that in confor- 
mity with this defign, every 
thing be ftated with integrity, 
with method, precifion and 
fimplicity ; and above all, that 
whatever is publifhed in oppo- 
fition to received and confef- 
fedly beneficial perfuafions, be 
fet forth under a form which 
is likely ta invite mquiry,. and 
to meet examination. If with 
thefe mederate and equitable 
conditions, be compared, the 
manner in which hoftilities 
have been waged againit the 
chriftian religion, not oply 
the votaries of the prevailing 
faith, but every man who looks 
forward with anxiety to the 
deftination of his being, will 
fee much to blame, and to com- 
plain of. By one unbeliever, all 
the follies which have adhered, 
in a long courfe of dark and 
fuperftitions ages, to the po- 
pular creed, are affumed as fo 
many doctrines of Chrift and 
his apoftles, for the purpofe of 
fubverting the whole fyftem, 
by the ablurdities, which it is 
thus reprefented to contain. 
By another, the ignorance and 
vices of the facerdotal order, 
their mutual diffentions and 
periecutions, their ufurpations 
and incroachments upon the 
intelle&tual liberty and civil 


rights of mankind, have been 
diiplayed wath no fmall. tri- 
umph and invective, not fo 
much to guard the chriftian 
laity againit a repetition of 
the fame injuries, which is the 
only proper ufe to be made 
of the moft flagrant examples 
of the paft, as to prepare 
the way. for an_infinuation, 
thatthe religion itfelf is nothing 
but a profitable fable, impofed 
upon the. fears and credulity 
of the multitude, and upheld 
by the frauds and influence 
of an intereited and crafty 
priefihood. And yet, how re- 
motely is the character of the 
clergy connected with the 


‘truth, of, chriftianity ! What, 


after all, do the mott difgrace- 
ful pages of ecclefiaftical hif- 
tory prove, but that the paf- 
fions of our common nature are 
not altered or excluded by dif- 
tinGtions ef name, and that the 
chara&ters of men are formed 
much more by the temptations 
than the duties of their profef- 
fion? A third finds delight in 
collecting and repeating ac- 
countsof wars and maffacres, of 
tumults and infurrections, cx- 
cited in almoft every age of the 
chriftian zra by religious zeal ; 
as though the vices of chriftians 
were parts of chriftianity ; in- 
tolerance and extirpation pre- 
cepts of the gofpel ; or as if its 
{pirit could be judged of, from 
the councils of princes, the in- 
trigues of itateimen, the pre- 
tences of malice and ambition, 
or the unauthorized cruelties 
of fome gloomy and virulent 
fuperitition. By a fourth, the 

fucceflion 
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fuceefiion and variety of popu- 
lar religions; the viciflitudes 
with which feéts and tenets 
have flouriftied and decayed ; 
the zeal with which they were 
once fiipported, the negligence 
with which they are now re- 
membered; the little fhare 
which reafon and ny bik 
appear to have had‘in framing 
the creed, or regulating the 
religious conduét of the mul- 
titude; the indifference and 
fubmiffion with which the 
religion “of the ftate is gene- 
rally received by the com- 
mon people; the caprice and 
vehemence with which it 
is fometimes oppofed; the 
phrenfy with which men have 
been brought to contend for 
opinions and ceremonies, of 
which they knew neither the 
proof, the meaning, nor ori- 
ginal; laftly, the equal and 
aindoubting ccsfidence ‘with 
which we hear the doctrines of 
Chrif? or of Confucius, the law 
of Mofes or of Mahomet, the 
Bible, the Koran, or the Shaf- 
ter, maintained or anathema- 
tized, taught ‘or abyured, ‘re- 
vered or deridéd, according as 
we live on this, or on that fide 
of a river; keep within, of 
fiep over the boundaries of a 
ftate; or even in the fame 
country, and by the fome peo- 
ple, fo often as the event of a 
battle, or the iffue of a nego- 
ciation delivers them to the 
dominion of a new mafter: 
Points, I fay, of this fort, are 
exhibited to the public atten- 
tion, as fo many arguments 
againft the truth of the chriftian 


religion---and with fuccefs. 
For thefe topics,being brought 
together, and fet off with fome 
aggravation of citcumftauces, 
and with a vivacity of ftyle and 
defcription, familiar enough 
to the writings and Re 
tion of free-thinkers, infenfi- 
bly lead the imagination intoa 
habit of claffing chrittanity 
with the delufions that have 
taken poffeffion, by turns, of 


‘the public belief; ‘and of re- 


garding it, as what the fcof- 
ers of our faith reprefent it to 
be, the fuperfiition of the day. 
But is this to deal honeftly by 
the fubje, or with the world? 
May northe fame things be faid, 
may not the fame prejudices 
be excited by thefe reprefen- 
tations, whether chriftianity 
be true or falfe, or by whatever 
proofs its truth be attefted? 
May not truth as well as falfe- 
hood ‘be taken upon credit? 
May not religion be founded 
upon evidence, acceffible and 
fatisfatory toevery mind com- 
petent to the inquiry, which 
yet, by the greateft part of its 
profeffors, is received upon 
‘authority ? 

But if the matter of thefe ob- 
jeQtions be reprehenfible, as 
‘calculated to produce an effect 
upon the reader, beyond what 
their real weight and place in 
the argument deforve, ftill 
more fhall we difcover of ma- 
nagement and difingenuoufnefs 
in the form under which they 
are diiperfed among the public. 
Infidelity is ferved up in every 
fhape, that is likely to allure, 
furprife, or beguile the imagi- 


nation; 











cs se 





Ce naan 











nee DF 


148 THE THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


nation; in a fable, a tale, a 
novel, a poem ; in interfperfed 
and broken hints; remote and 
oblique furmifes; in books of 
travels, of philofophy, of na- 
tural hiftory; in a word, io 
any form, rather than the right 
one, that of a profeffed and re- 
gular difquifision. And be- 
caufe the coarfe buffoonery, 
and broad laugh of the old and 
rude adverfaries of the chriftian 
faith, would offend the tafte, 
perhaps, rather than the virtue 
of this cultivated age, a graver 
irony, a more fkilful and deli- 
cate banter is{ubftituted in their 
place. Aneloquent hiftorian, 
befide his more dire@t, and 
therefore fairer attacks upon 
the credibility of the evangelic 
flory, has contrived to weave 
into his narration one conti- 
nued {neer upon the caufe of 
chriftianity, and upon ghe 
writings and characters of its 
ancient patrons. The know- 
ledge which this author poffef- 
fes of the frame and conduct 
of the human mind, muft have 
led him to obferve, that fuch 
attacks do their 
without inquiry. Who can 
refute a /ncer 2 Who can com- 
pute the number, much lefs 
one by one, fcrutinize the juf- 
tice of thofe difparaging infi- 
nuations, which crowd the pa- 
ges of this elaborate hiftory? 
What reader fufpends his cu- 
riofity, or calls off his attention 
from the principal narrative, 
to examine references,tofearch 
into the foundation, or te 
weigh the reafon, propriety 
and force of every tranfient 


execution | 


farcafm, and fly allufion, 
which the chriftian teftimony 
is depreciated and traduced? 
and by which, neverthelefs, he 
may find his perfuafion after- 
wards unfettled and perplexed. 
But the enemies of chrifti- 
anity have perfued her with 
poifoned arrows. Obfcenity 
itfelf is made the vehicle of in- 
fidelity. The awful doGtrines, 
if we be not permitted to call 
them the facred truths, of our 
religion, together with all the 
adjuncts and appendages of its 
worfhip and external profef- 
fion, have been fometimes im- 
pudently profaned by an unna- 
tural conjunction with impure 
and lafcivious images. The 
fondnefs for ridicule is almoft 
univerfal ; and ridicule to ma- 
ny minds is never fo irrefiftible, 
as when feafoned with obfceni- 
ty, and employed upon reli- 
gion. But in proportion as 
thefe noxious principles take 
hold of the imagination, they 
infatuate the judgment; for 
trains of ludicrous and un- 
chafte afloeiations adhering to 
every fentiment and mention 
of religion, render the mind 
indifpofed to receive either 
conviction from its evidence, 
or imprefhons from its autho- 
rity, And this effect being 
exerted upon the fenfitive part 
of our frame, .is altogether in- 
dependent of argument, proof, 
or reafon ; is as formidable to 
a true religion, as to a falfe 
one; to a well grounded faith, 
as to a chimerical mythology, 
or fabulous tradition. Neither, 
let it be obferved, is the crime 
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or danger lefs, becaufe impure 
ideas are exlubited under a veil, 
jn covert and chaflized Jan- 
guage. 

Serioufnefs is not conftraint 
of thought; nor levity, free- 
dom. Every mind which 
wifhes the advancement of 
truth and knowledge, in the 
moft important of all human 
refearches, muft abhor this li- 
centioufnefs, as violating no 
lefs the laws of reafoning, than 
the rights of decency. There 
is but one defcription of ,men, 
to whole principles it ought to 
be tolerable ; I mean that clafs 
of reafoners, who can fee /itt/e 
in chriftianity, even {uppoting 
itto be true. To fuch adver- 
faries we addrefs this reflection. 
Had Fe/us Chriff delivered no 
other declaration than the fol- 
lowing; ‘* The hour is com- 
ing, in the which all that are 
in their graves fhall hear his 





#49 
voice, and fhall come forth: 
they that have done good, unto 
the refurrection of life; and 
they thathavedone evil untothe 
re{urrection. of damnation ;”’ 
he had pronounced a meflage 
of ineftimable importance, and 
well worthy of that fplendid 
apparatus of prophecy and mi- 
racles, with which his mif- 
fion was introduced and attef- 
ted---a meflage, in which the 
wileft of mankind would re- 
joice to find an anfwer to their 
donbts, and reft to their in- 
quiries. It is idle to fay, that 
a future ftate had been dif- 
covered already---It had been 
difcovered, as the Copernican 
fyitem was---it was one guefs 
among many. He alone dif- 
covers, who proves; and no 
man.can prove this point, but 
the teacher who teftifies by 
miraclesthat hisdo@trine comes 


from God. 





ETT LEELA 


ANECDOTES. 





HEcelebrated Mr. Whit- 

field being in company 
with Mr. Tenant and others ; 
among various topics of con- 
verfation, the ferious fubject 
of dying was introduced. Mr. 
Whitheld obferved, with a 
figh, he had a great defire to 
depart, to leave this perplex- 
ing laborious world, to go to 
that country, where * the 
wicked ceafe from troubling, 
and the weary are at refi.” 
Mr. Tenant, after alittle paufe, 
ftepped.up to Mr. Whitfield, 
and accofted him thus: ** Bro- 
ther Whitteld, had 1 a num- 


ber of hired men labouring in 
my field, and fhould I obferve 
one of them often looking at 
the fun, and withing it to fet, 
I would take him by the 
fhoulders, and kick him out of 
the field.’”’ 





A Poor woman in thecoun- 
try went to hear a fermon, 
wherein, among other evil 
practices, the ufe of dithoneft 
weights and meafures was ex- 
pofed. With this difcourfe 


fhe was much affeéted. The 
next day, when the minifter, 
according to his cuftom, went 

among 
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had forgotten almoft all that he 
had delivered; ** but one thing,” 
faid the, *‘ lremembered ; I re- 
membered to burn my buthel.”” 

*.* A doer of the word can- 
not be a forgetful hearer. 


among his hearers, and ¢alled 
upon the woman ; he took oc- 
cafion to afk her, what flie re- 
colleGed of his fermon ? The 
poor wotnan complained much 
of her bad memory ,and faid, fhe 
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REVIEW OF RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


a 


The Calviniftic and Socinian Syfiems examined and compared, as 


to theit Moral Tendency; in a Series of 


Letters addreffed to the 


Friends of vital and pra€tical Religion, e/peceally thofe ameng 


Protefiant Diffenters. 
UR readers have pro- 
bably been furprifed at 
the delay which has occurred 
in taking notice of this impor- 
tantand valuable work. The 
principal caufe was the rapid 
jale of the former edition, 
which niuft have difappointed 
the applications likely to have 
been made in confequence o 
an earlier account. But, as 
this delay could not be imput- 
ed, in our fituation, to imten- 
tional negle& of the author or 
the performance; fo the cir- 
cumitances attending it are not 
unpleafing in their refult. “Fhe 
extenfive perufal and decided 
approbation, which (notwith- 
ftanding ‘the infinuations of 
fceptical cenfors) Mr. F.’s 
book has in the mean time pro- 
cured for itfelf, render our 
prefent recommendation unex- 
ceptionable ; and reduce the 
account, that is requifite from 
us, to an extent compatible 
with the nature of our under. 
taking. 
A concife view of the fub- 
jects and mode of the auther’s 
arguments may be acceptable 


By Andrew Fuller. 


to all. “The leading defign, 
expreffed in the title, is branch - 
ed into comparifons of the two 
fyftems, as to their tendency 
to convert profligates to a life of 
holinefs, and unbelievers to the 
acknowledgment of chriftian- 
ity; and as to théir refpective 
Standards of ‘morality, and their 
general infiuence on the practice 
of it: More particularly with 
refpeét to the duties of love to 
God, and to Jefus Chrift; 
candowr and benevolence to- 
wards men ; charity, humility; 
veneration for the fcriptures; 
cheerfulnefs ; gratitude, obe- 
dience, and heavenly minded- 
nefs. 

Upon thefe topics the author 
profeffedly reafons both (4 pri- 
ori) upon the confequences 
that fhould’be expeéfed from 
the adverfe fyftems; and (4 
pofteriori) upon the a@iial ef- 
feéts which appear to follow 
them. He propofes fairly to 


confider the conduét of the 
general bedy of people that 
profeffes cach fyftem*’ He 
finds occafion to examine and 
refute the pretenfion of Soci- 

nians 
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nians to a great number of con- 
verts; and, towards his, con- 
clufion,detects the refemblance 
and tendency of Socinianifm to 
infidelity. He carefully avoids. 
the rock,. on which it is now 
fo cultomary for theological 
adventurers to fplit, the inter- 
mixture of pojitical difputes 

Moft of his arguments are de- 
duced from matter of fad, ob- 
vious in itfelf, and often ac- 
knowledged by Sotinian wri- 
ters: And he difcuffes them 
with a temper advantageous to 
his caufe, and congenial to the 
chriftian religion. 

He clofes with thefe reflec- 
tions: ** 1. If that fyftem which 
embraces the deity and atone- 
ment of Chrift, with other 
correfpondent doctrines, be 
friendly to univerfal holinets, 
then it is of God, and it be- 
comes us to abide by it.---2. If 
that fyftem of religion which 
rejects thefe doctrines be un- 
friendly to the converfion of 
finners, &c. then it is not of 
God; it is not the gofpel of 
Chrift, but another gofpel, of 
which, as we value our eter- 
nal interefts, it becomes us to 
beware !’’ © 

It is natural for thofe who 
diflike Mr. F.’s arguments, but 
who cannot deny that he has 
firmly eftablifhed them, to 
endeavour to fhift the ground 
of theconteft. Accordingly, 
we have been publicly inttrudt 
ed ** not to afk by whom any 
fyitem is profeffed, but to con- 
«ne ourfelyes to the fingle in- 
quiry, by what evidence it is 
fupported.”” ‘The proper evi- 





ket . 
dence of any doétrine of chrif- 
tianity is furely the fcriptures. 
To this authority Mr.F. con- 
ftantly appeals in fupport of the 
fyftem he defends. But his an-, 
tagonifts have long fince found 
that pofition fo untenable, that, 
after vainly attempting ;to prefs 
the language of Chrift.and the 
apoftles into their fervice, they 
have been reduced to the mo- 
deit expedient of fubiticuting 
their own feelings and f{pecu- 
lations, as rules of judgment 
fuperior to. the fentiments ot 
teachers divinely infpired. If, 
therefore, they now pretend to 
reft their canfe npon fcripture 
proof, it betrays a conviction 
that they would find it more 
eafy to puzzle ferious, pertons, 
by overbearing affertions, and 
plaufible fubterfuges, about the 
fenfe of detached paffages in the 
Bible, than to mabe 2 them 
that the body of Sorinians in 
general is to be fet in competi- 
tion for practical godlinefs 
with that of Calvinifts. 

We fhall extract the firk 
page of the preface, as it is im- 
mediately interefting to a clafs 
of perfons, which, we truft, 
includes a large proportion of 
our readers: 

‘* The following letters are 
addreffed to the friends ef vital 
and praétical religion, becaule 
the author is perfuaded that the 
very effence of true piety is 
concerned in this controverfy ; 
and that godly men are the on- 
ly proper judges of ‘divine 
truth, being the ma | hamble, 
upright, and earneft inquirers 


after it. So far from thinking, 
with 
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with Dr. Prieftley, that «* an 
unbiaffed temper of mind is ob- 
tained in confequence of be- 
coming more indifferent to re- 
ligion in general, and to all the 
modes and dotrines of it ;”” he 
is fatisfied that perfons of that 
defcription have a moft power- 
ful bias againft the truth. He 
has no notion of the human 
mind being unoc-upied, or in- 
different ; he that 1s not a friend 
to religion in any mode, is an 
enemy fo it in all modes; he ts 
a libertine; he doeth evil, and 
therefore hateth the light; and 
fhall we compliment fuch a 
character with being * in the 
moft favourable firuation for 
diftinguithin truth from falfe- 
hood ©’? God forbid! It is Ae 
that doeth his will, that fhall 
know of his doétrine. The hum- 
ble, the candid, the upright in- 
quirers after truth, are the per- 
fons who are likely to find it ; 
and to them the author takes 
the liberty to appeal.’’ 

Mr. F. adds his reafons for 
addreffling himfelf more efpe- 
cially to fuch characters among 
Diffenters than to thofe within 
the eflablifhed church; and we 
hope this numerous and re- 
fpectable body will think them 
fatisfactory. He alfo afligns 
his motive for ufing the terms, 
Socimianifm and Calvini/m, in 
language fo expreflive of our 


own feelings, whenfoevef, to 
avoid circumlocution, we are 
under a neceffity of adopting 
them, that we beg leave to re- 
fer to this part of his preface, 
which is too long for a quota- 
tion, as our general apology. 
It was neceffary for the au- 
thor to make frequent refer- 
ences to the works of Socinian 
writers. We hear that the 
gentleman principally in view 
refufed to read Mr. F.’s publi- 
cation. Weare fincerely for- 
ry for it, on account both of 
the benefit he might have de- 
rived from the perufal, and of 
the determination not to be 
convinced, which is indicated 
by fuch a conduct. We alfo 
fear that the pattern will be 
followed, to their own lofs, by 
many of his bigotted difciples. 
But the religous world at large 
will doubtlefs retain a lafting 
fenfe of their obligation to 
Mr. F. for his perfpicuous and 
ftriking difplay of an argument 
fo acceflible to general com- 
prehenfion and obfervation. 
The fecond edition of his 
work contains feveral improve- 
ments. The two principal ad- 
ditions, viz. the long note on 
the fourth letter, and that in 
the fifteenth letter, pages 314--- 
322, are printed rhea 2 
[ Evang. Mag. 








Extracted from one of Newbury’s Publications. 

notion they have of friendfhip, 
is to be nobody’s friend but 
their own, being willing to re- 
ceive good turns from others, 
but cannot return them any. 


POETRY. 


‘“ @NHARITY begins at 

home,’’ is a proverb 
ufed by thofe who fubftitute 
intereftin the place of that ex- 
celleat virtue; and the bef 
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POETRY. 


THE HYPOCRITE’s HOPE. 
By Dr. L. Hopkins. 


LEST isthe man, who from the womb 


To faintfhip him betakes, 
And when too foon his child thall come, 
A long confeffion makes. 


When next in Broad Church-alley he 
Shall take his former place, 

Relates his paft iniquity, 
And confequential grace ; 

Declares how long by Satan vex’d, 
From truth he did depart, 

And tells the time, and tells the text 
That {mote his flinty heart. 


He ftands in half-way cov’nant fure : 
Full five long years or mere, 

One foot in church’s pale fecure, 
The other out of door. 


Then riper grown in gifts and grace, 
With ev’ry rite complies, 

And deeper lengthens down his tace, 
And higher rolls his eyes. 


He tones like Pharifee fublime, 
Two lengthy prayers a day, 
The fame that he from early prime 


Had heard his father fay. 


Each Sunday, perch’d on bench of pew, 
To paffling prieft he bows, 

Then loudly ’mid the quav’ring crew, 
Attunes his vocal nofe. 


With awful look then rifes flow, 
And pray’rful vifage four, 

More fit to fright th’ apoftate foe 
Than feek a pard’ning power. 


Then nodding hears the fermon next, 
From prieft haranguing loud ; 

And doubles down each quoted text, 
From Genefis to Jude. 
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And when the prieft holds forth addrefs, 


To old ones born anew, 

With holy pride and wrinkled face 
He rifes in his pew. 

Good works he careth not about, 
But faith alone will feek, 

While Sunday’s pieties blot out 
The knaveries of the week. 


He makes the poor his daily pray’r, 
Yer drives them from his board ; 
And though to his own good he {wear, 

Through habit breaks his word, 
This man advancing freth and fair, 

Shall all his race complete; 
And wave at laft his hoary hair, 

Arrived in Deacon’s feat. 


There fhall he all church honours have, 
By joyous brethren given--- 

Tiil prieft in fun’ral fermon grave, 
Shall fend him ftraight to heaven. 





THE AMERICAN HERO: 4 Sapphic Ode. 


By Nat. Nixes, A. M. 


Wi‘. fhould vain mortals tremble at the fight of 
Death and deftruction in the field of battle, 
Where blood and carnage clothe the ground in crimfon, 
Sounding with death groans? 


Death will invade us by the means appointed, 
And we muft all bow to the king of terrors ; 
Nor am | anxious, if 1 am prepared, 
What fhape he comes in. 


Infinite goodnefs teaches us fubmiffion, 
Bids us be quiet under all his dealings : 
Never 1epining, but forever praifing 
God our Creator. 

Well may we praife him, all his ways are perfect ; 
Though a refplendence infinitely glowing, 
Dazzles in glory on the fight of mortals 

Struck blind by luftre! 


Good is Jehovah in beftowing funfhine, 
Nor lefs his goodnefs in the ftorm and thunder: 
Mercies and judgments both proceed from kindnefs--- 


Infinite kindnefs ' 


O then 
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O then exult, that God forever reigneth ! 
Clouds, which around him hinder our perception, 


Bind us the ftronger to exalt his name, and 
Shout louder praifes ! 


Then to the wifdom of my Lord and mafter, 
I will commit all that I have or with for: 
Sweetly as babes fleep will I give my life up 


When call’d to yield it. 


Now, Mars, | dare thee, clad in fmoky pillars, 
Burfting from bomb-fhells, roaring from the cannon, 


Rattling in grape-fhot, like a ftorm of hail-ftones, 
Torturing A£ther ! 


Up the bleak Heavens let the fpreading flames rife, 
Breaking like Aetna through the fmoky columns, 
Low’ring like Egpyt o’er the falling city, 

Wantonly burnt down. 
While all their hearts quick palpitate for havock, 
Let flip your blood-hounds, nam’d the Britith lions ; 
Dauntlefs as death-ftares, nimble as the whirlwind, 

Dreadful as demons ! 


‘ 


Let oceans waft on all your floating caftles, 

Fraught with deftruction, horrible to nature : 

Then, with your fails fill’d by a orm of vengeance, 
Bear down to battle ! 





From the dire caverns made by ghoftly miners, 
Let the explofion, dreadful as vulcanoes, 
Heave the broad town, with all its wealth and people, 


Quick to deftruction ! 
Still fhall the banner of the King of Heaven 


Never advance where I’m afraid to follow: 


While that precedes me with an open bofom, 
War, \ defy thee ! 


Fame and dear freedom ure me on to battle, 
While a fell defpot, grimmer than a death’s head, 
Stings me with ferpents, fiercer than Medufa’s, 

To the encounter. 


Life, for my country and the caufe of freedom, 
Is but a trifle for a worm to part with ; 
And if preferved in fo great a conteft, 


Life is redoubled. 
Norwich, (Conneéticut) Ofober, 1775. 


A SOLEMN 
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A SOLEMN TOLL. 
H* RK, my gay friend! that folemn toll 


Speaks the departure of a foul ; 
Lis gone, that’s all, we know not where, 
Nor how th’ unbodied foul does fare. 
In that myfterious world none knows, 
But Godalone, to whom it goes; 
To whom departed fouls return 
To take their doom, to fmile or mourn. 
O! by what glimmering light we view 
The unknown world we’re haft’ning to! 
God has lock’d up that myftic page, 
And curtain’d darknefs round the ftage. , 
Wife heaven, to render fearch perplext, 
Has drawn ’twixt this world and the next, 
A dark, impenetrable fcreen, 
All behind which is yet unfeen. 
We talk of heaven, we talk of hell, 
But what they mean no tongue can tell; 
Heaven is the place where angels are, 
Hell is the chaos of defpair. 
But what thofe awful words imply, 
None of us know before we die ; 
Whether we will or not, we muff 
Take the fucceeding world on truft. 
This hour perhaps our friend is well, ty 
Death ftrikes him in the next, then cries, farewell ! 
He dies, and then, for ought we fee, 
Ceafes at once to breathe and be. 
Thus launch’d from life’s ambiguous fhore, 
Ingulf’d in death appears no more ; 
Then undirected to repair 
To diftant worlds we know nor where. 
Swift flies the foul, perhaps ’tis gone 
A thoufand leagues beyond the fun ; 
Or thrice ten thoufand times thrice told, 
Ere the forfaken clay is cold. 
But yet, who knows the friends we lov’d 
May be fo far from us removw’d; 
Perhaps they watch us tho’ unfeen, ~ 
Only a veil of fleth between. 
While we, their lofs lamenting, fay 
They’re out of danger, far away ; 
(suardians to us perhaps are near, 
Cénceal’d in vehicles of air. 
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Yet no notices they give, 

Nor tell as how nor where they live; 
Tho’ confcious, while with us below, 
How much themfelves defir’d to know. 


As if bound up by folemn fate, 
To tell the fecret of their ftate ; 
To tell their joys or pains to none, 
That man may live by faith alone. 


Then let my Sovereign, if he pleafe, 
Lock up his marvellous decrees ; 

Why thould I with him to rev eal 
What he thinks proper to conceal ? 


Tis enough that [ believe 
Heav’n is brighter than | can conceive ; 
_ And he who makes it all his care 
To ferve God here, fhall fee him there. 


But, oh! what world thall I furvey 
The moment that I leave the clay! 
How fudden the furprife! how new! 


Let it, my God, be happy too. 














A late Writer in favour of Univerfal Salvation having elofed hrs 
piece with thefe laf lines of Popes’ Meffiah, 
The feas fhall wafte, the fkies in fmoke decay, 
Rocks fall to duft, and mountains melt away; 
> But fixt Ais word, ‘bis faving power remains, 
Thy realm forever lafts, thy own Merah reigns. 


his Antagonift made the following addition to them. 


UNIVERSALISM INDEED! 
6 HEN feas fhall wafte, and fkies in fmoke decay, 


s Rocks fall to duft, and mountains melt away, 
‘* In adamantine chains fhall death be bound, 
‘* And hell’s grim tyrant feel th’ eternal wound.” 


But all his children reach fair Eden’s fhore, 
Not e’er to fee their father Satan more. 

The tott’ring drunkard fhall to glory reel, 
And common ftrumpets endlefs pleafure fé@el. 
Bleft are the haughty, who defpife the poor, 
For thev’re entitled to the heav’nly ftore. 
Bleft all who laugh and fcoff at truth ditine, 
For bold revilers endlefs comfort find. 

Bleft are the elam’rous and contentious crew, 
Tothem eternal reft and peace are due. 








Bleft 
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A chance to sean and to cheat mankind : 


Such die in peace; 


all who hunger and who thirft to find 


for God to them hath giv’n 


Tobe unijuft on ea rth, and go to Heaven. 

Bleft ts the wretch whofe bowels never move 
With gcn’rous pity, or with tender love ; 

He thal! and mercy from the God sliote.. 

Bleft a!l who feck to wrangle and to fight ; 

Such mount from feas of bl. rod to w orlds of light. 
Gio riot, drink, and ev’ ry ill purfue, 

For joys eternal are referv’d for you! 

Fear not to fin, till de ath thall clofe your eyes ; 


Live as you pleafe 


your *s is th’ immortal! prize. 


Old Serpent hail! thou mad’ a juft reply 


“Ve 


To ree! 6 ‘r Eve, 


thall not furely die!’ 


But rea‘ler ft pt and in God’s holy fear, 
With facred truth thefe tenets firft compare ; 
Our Saviour’s Sermon on the mount perufe, 


Read wiih attention, 


-_--— — —_— -_—_ 


and the bane refufe ! 








RELIG:OUS 


INTELLIG 


GENCE, 


Fron Rippon’s Bapufl Regifter. 


SCOTLAND, Feb. 4, 1795- 

UR Forfar P refbvtery, 

lat Wednefe ay, Jan. 28, 
ordained at this place a Mr. 
Duncan Rofs, to go out asa 
mifiionary to Piétou in Nova- 
Scotia. A Mr: Brown was to 
be ordained to-day at Milna- 
thort, by the 
Kirkcaldy, for the fame miffion. 
Several years ago a blank call 
was fent over by the Highland- 
ers, whohad emigrated thither, 
for one who underftood Gaelic, 
whofe fentiments were td cor- 
refpond to the Wettminfter 
Confeffion. The gentlemen 
to whom the call was fenr) firft 
applied to the cherch of Scot- 
land, then to fome other foci- 
eties, but full in vain. At 
length they applied tous. We 


Prefbytery of 


had only one preacher, Mr. 
Drummond M: Gregor, who 
underltood Gaelic. The Ge- 
neral Synod appointed him ; 
he fubmitted; and there is 
every appearance that his mi- 
niftry has been much bleffed 
among his poor illiterate coun- 
trymen. For feveral years fuc- 
ceffively he has wrote to the 
fynod the moft earneft and af- 
fecting Ictters, on the necef- 
fity of fending fome others on 
the fame work, as he found it 
inpoffible to go through the 
labour of preaching in the ma- 
ny places from which he had 
applications. At length, it 
being intimated to the fynod 
that the two above mentioned 
were willing to go, they were 
appointed to be ordained for 
this 
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this purpofe. The ordination 
fermon was preached here from 
Ad&ts xxii. 21. Depart, for I 
will fend thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles. 1 hope, brother, the 

lorious days are faft coming, 
when the fhips of Tarfiifh will 
be employed in carrying out 
regiments of foldiers under the 
prince of peace; not for the 
purpofe of deftroying men’s 
lives, but to fave. I look upon 
all your great navigators and 
travellers, your Cooks and 
your Bougainvillers, juft as a 
kind of pioneers, whom our 
Lord employs for preparing 
his way, although they mean 
not fo, nor does their heart think 
fo. And what other are the 


Sennacheribs of our day, who 


have nought in their heart but 
to deftroy nations not a few? 

Prussta. In confequence 
of letters and regifters fent to 
the Rev. Meffrs. Henry Roots, 
Ifaac Van Duhren, Erdmann 
Stobbe, and Peter Klein, the 
four minifters of a Baptift 
church at Dantz.ick, in Polith, 
otherwife Royal Pruffia, the 
follewing information has been 
communicated : 

Dantzick is a place of great 
commerce, very populous, and 
perhaps about the fize of Li- 
verpool. In the year 1792, 
the merchants in this city ex- 
ported to different parts, fifty 
thoufand lafts of grain, that is, 
four million buthels. The 
Dantzickers have numerous 
places cf worfhip for Lutheri- 
ans and Calvinitts, the fteeples 
of which, as you come from 
fea, begin to appear at the dif- 


tance of about five leagues from 
the city.. They have alfo an 
Englith place of worfhip, and 
a Baptift or Mennonift congre- 
gation. Your letters to the 
minifters of the laft named fo- 
ciety, | delivered withmy own 
hand. Their place of worthip, 
of about 40 feet by 32, is very 
neat. Mr. Roots, the elder 
or paftor of the church, is the 
youngeft man of their four 
minifters. They have one 
deacon, anorgan in their meet- 
ing, and one fervice m a day, 
which begins at about half af- 
tereight in the morning, and 
ends at eleven: They enter 
on worfhip with finging, then 
pray, fing again, and preaeh 
about three parts of an hour; 
and conclude nearly as our 
Baptift congregations do ia 
England. Mr. Roots reads his 
fermons ; but this is not done 
by either of his colleagues. 
In cold winter weather they 
have a good congregation, but 
in the Ata are quite full. 
The women fit by themfelves. 
Allthe four minifters are in 
bufinefs ; they preach ia turns; 
receive nothing for preaching; 
wear neither bands nor gowns, 
but appear in black while they 
are at meeting, and put it off 
as foon as they return home. 
On Lord’s-day evening, by a 
previous appoiatment, I was 
introduced to them at Mr. 
Root’s. All the four minifters 
were prefent, the deacon, and 
alfoan attorney whoanderftood 
and fpoke Englith as well as 


myfelf. Il wasreceived inavery 


friendly way, and, according 
iv 
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tothe cuftom ofthe place, fa- 
luted with a kifs. All five, the 
minifters and the deacon, falut- 
ed me. Your letters were 
readto them, and I cbferved 
peculiap emotions in their 
countenancesat your queftion ; 
‘¢ Whether internal piety, or 
the religion of the heart flou- 
rifhed among them, or in any 
part of Poland or Pruffia?’’ In 
the converfation, which was 
maintained between us by the 
attorney, our interpreter, they 
afked, How the Baptifts admi- 
niftered ordinances in Eng- 
land ?. How often the death of 
Chrift was celebrated ? Whe- 
ther there were coilections 
made for the poor? How we 
fing, and what plalms? Whe- 
ther the pfalms of David only, 
or other compofitions? | fhew- 
ed them Dr. Watt’s hymns 
and pfalms, fome of which the 
entlemen read off in Dutch; 
and then fome of theirs to me 
in Englith,confifting of pfalms, 
and alfoof hymns fuited to the 
Lord’s fupper. They. aiked 
it we hadergans in our cha- 
pels? I told them that they 
were not approved of ; and was 
informed that in general they 
were not ufed in their congre- 
gations. ‘They withedalfo to 
know how long the fermons 
of our miniflers are.. Whe- 
ther moft of our preachers are 
learned men? Whether they 
are in buiinefs, or receive fa- 
laries fiom their congregations? 

L replied as well asl could. 


By the queftions [| propofed 


“to them, | found that they are” 


Calvinillic Baptifts, and are 
quite clear in this twoth, that it 


is impoflible for any man to be 
faved without. a real change of 
heart. | 

They are enemies to all war, 
and afked. me, If any part of 
England was befieged, whether 
the Baptifts would fight? [ 
faid, to be fure they would de. 
fend themfelves againft their 
enenfies. But they anfwered, 
Chrift has told us, that we 
fhould Jlove our enemies? [| 
then afked, What is the dif- 
ference between my going to 
war, and fending another in 
my room?>as I gathered from 
their converfation they had pro- 
vided fubftitutes. They repli- 
ed, that both were totally difs 
agreeable tothem ; but the laws 
of the country forced them to 
the latter. 

At my leifure I intend to 
give you a more full account. 
Ihe information tou defired 
from them, they could not ob- 
tain at once; but faid they 
would endeavour to procure it 
from different parts, and for- 
ward it with fome books, ac- 


. cording to the directions | gave 


them. 

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 10. 
On Sunday, the 23d of Augutt, 
Abfalor Jones, a tree African, 
was ordained Minifter of ‘the 
African church lately eftablith- 
ed 4a this city, by the Right 
Rev. Bifhop White, and on 
Sunday, the 3oth of this month, 
Mr. Jones entered upon the du- 
ties of his new appointment, 


by delivering to a crowded.au- 


dience a fermon fuited to the 
occation, from the following 
text: ** We preach Chrift cru- 
cifed.”’ 








